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Y few Kours 1 che protef- 
on N of aller Pariſh have; 


obligations of cho ſecond great 
einsehen which \enjoinls the 
10e of tanking: This 

1 tains my view of tian r 


to man. This ſubject ; is uniformly kept 
im übt throughout che whole Book; and 
vis! conſidered in a great variety og liglits; 
with a view to ſaggeſt fuck: 
gh have weight with readers of dilfdrs 
end ſentiments, and f & different turn of 
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5 1 ole Gahan is Ih ons 


A fellow-n Gans that in their reciprocal juſtice © 
{ and diſſ poſition to do good to one another 


conſiſts the beſt ſource of ſelf-enjoyment, | 
and of domeſtic peace, and of the ſweet-, 


7 neſs of ſocial life i in general; and char ma- 


lice and injuſtice are the cauſe both of 
producing ſelf· torment and of diſturbing | 


en to one another is ichs golden Wikia, 175 

which binds the human ſpecies together: 
rag rant influence over every 
ſocial party, and over every relative ſtate 
preparation 
for our admilſſian to the asien of everla- 
ting peace e Wel da altri 
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Ax, my Lord, of adaption: of the cha- 
hs of the:choſen; patron of a book to 
R che ſubject which i it treats of, could of i ite 
ſelf be deemed. a propriety; 1 have been 


additionally forty nate in olfering this pub- 
i- 


Y native. temper, 1 8965 by ſcience, and 


ſtrengthened by exerciſe, gives an enga- 


ging colour to your converſation, and has 
rendered your whole life a courſe of ſtrict 
juſtice and humanity. That goodneſs. of 2 
heart and of temper, which never fails to 
.. procure the eſteem and the love of man- 
kind, and which in you expreſſes itſelf by ; 
a proneneſs to innocent gaiety and mirth, 
as 2 wel as by doing acts of waar. is ſuch 
a diſtinguiſhed part of your character, that 
it equally renders you fond of. agreeable 
ſociety, and makes your company to be 
much courted both at home and in the 
capital of the empire, where you have been 
long obliged to reſide for che ſake of doing 
your duty in parliament, firſt in the Houſe 


of Commons, and now in the Houſe of 
e B 2 e Lords. 
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5 Londs: ale da ſtrong proof of your dif 
tereſtedneſ! 8, and of your dif] poſition to 
| prefer the public good to your -0wn. per- 
fonal profit, that, thougli you are ever 
veady to do act of kindneſs to the deſer- 
ving, you have never aſked one favour to 
yourſelf from any of his Majeſty's mini- 
fers of ſtate, as themſelves acknowledge; 
during the many Yours! of n artendatice 
ww parkament. F007 "OA 93 26 big 11691 
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TER ie, in TW one evidente of 
the power of the tender and benevolent 
affections of your heart, which 1 beg that 
your Lordſhip will forgive my Rrong de- | 
fire of mentioning, although it bea cafe 
irhich your ſenſibility- of mind renders 
bor dekcnte and interiftibg:-3 Bear the 
ſtrong friendſhip which: ſabſiſteti between 
-your noble brother the late Earl of Gas- 
81178 and your Lordfhip' i e 
degree of which is but rarely equilled. 
LOA TE There 


„ Dre ny 


There tine the records ef kinn 
| | _ two: brothers, or tw o companions, that 
in their lives, than you were. Tour. mu- 
tual friendſhip was the OR common 
remark es * nn. en 
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+ Tus — joined, and c 
natural. ſenſibility of heart, rendered that 
virtuous Nobleman's premature death one 
: of the greateſt. trials of your whole life. 
He was cut off in che period which the 
world bad expected would be but about 
tlie midſt of his d days; and at the very time 1 
when his great abjlities of mind, and, his A 
"eminent talents for buſineſs, were juſt a- 
bout to be made known to the ſupreme — 
court of the kingdom, to which he had 
been called by the ſuffrages of his Fellow- 
| peers about fifteen months before his 
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a Nobleman of good eke and 2 great b 


an object ever near to his hi 
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0 By his death the mt 0 i 


uſed his utmoſt endeavours t promote its 


welfare. He poſſeſſed a moſt a Qi ve kts az 9 85 
and although; in the forming of any plan, 
he was prudent and well reſolved, yet in 


the execution of it he was ſpirited and 5 


determined. Although he was never pro- 


digal, yet no man could be more liberal 5 
in his expences, when chere was need: of 
aſliſting his friend, or of promoting the 
good of ſociety. Being a man of great 


= wiſdom and. intereſt, he always added 


conſiderable weight to that ſide of the 


: ſcale of public meaſures,” in his own coun- 
try, which he adopted. He underſtood 
buſineſs extenſively, and he was exact in 
managing, and prompt in the finiſhing of 
ir. Though his high rank and opulent 5 
25 8. Kartune 


wee the ee &/atniiſetivetita ob 
eities and of courts; yet; a le Decks 
. ons eo the Sixteen s Scots Prefs in Parka® 


thoinereſts of the diſtrict of babe conmiry | 
wherein he lived, and that he might _ 


the profits of his large e ate to 

among thoſe by whoſe — rr 
raiſed. His virtues were no leſs obſer- 
vable in private A in public fe. He 
was a truly juſt man, as: appeared not only 
by the moſt ſacred regard to the fulfilmeng 


of his promiſes, but alſo 
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i pulous, but lat 


; 


men'whown be ecaployed under him. Bla 


2 a W en * 2 friend; : 


aba, he ſerupled not to put himſelf to 


Ba 5 both 


adable, exactneſs in x paying 
| all he Fam and the wages that were 
"deſcription" of thoſe 
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2 Aranges, to. deceit, he was: v etl 


to be ĩmpoſed upon by the deſigning, Apr 
Cially in thoſe caſes wherein the humane 
feelings of the heart were touched. Even 
ta his enemies he ſhowed that mildneſ: 
and placability of bemper _ 4s a 
the mark of a gr 
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la domeſtie life, that vader en 
gave full prof of his being both a great 
and a good man. Some men have two 
oppoſite characters; à good name when 


they are abroad among ſtrangers, and a 
bad eſtimation when they ate at home a- 
mong che members of their own. tony, | 


| lation, 2 the character | of that Nohleman 


fhone with an amiable-radiance; As he 
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| muck repel and er 8 his kinfs 
a pron n > * ſernante 


| moſt polite and affable, Nd-ons thatvas 


ever in his company, could fail to obſerve. 


how much he excelled in obſerving all che 
rules of good · breeding; the correQneſs of 
which, as well as of his other elegant and 
uſeful: accompliſhments, was much im- 
proved by his having, in bis yeunger 
years, tra velled much in foreign countries. 
On no man did nobility ever ſit, at once, 
with more [dignity and more eaſe, His 
own n n of bahariour w others 
n nat to treat him 8 e 5 
yet ſo great was his pleaſing affability and 
on CL unge every one was made 
Ji een focial, ee of in- 
f e and of promoting in 
ns, | others, 
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good humour; yet fo att 


= fily forget the ee PAR to Kis Kigh rank. 


tions found an 2 


In him his r 


de an nene ee and a 


es has rnd eb W Noblemam "life, 


-while it created much grief to his friends, 
vas improved by himſelf to an occaſion of 
diſplaying the virtues of a great mind. In 


rhe full vigour of life he was ſeized with 


ſome internal diſorder, which continued 
for the ſpace of four months, and by 
which he ſuffered the moſt exquiſite pain. 


The firong hand of death had laid faſt - 
hold” on him; and therefore the diſeaſe, 


in ſpite of the power of medicine; made 


gradual progreſs on his bodily conſtitution, 
which was naturally ſtronger than that of 


moſt men. His patience, during tlie 


4 . whole 


b VOAT TON: 


| whole courſe &f chat og! io Was 3 
emplary, and his reſignation to the will 
of Heaven was ſuch as diſc vered a devo- 
tional heart - 80 great was his fortitude 
and ſelf· command, that, during the ſe- 
vere affliction of all thoſe weariſome days 
and nights, he ſpoke not one fretful word 
to friends, or to phyſicians, or to ſervants; 
His exemplary: patience and reſignation 
was a proof of his ſtedfaſt hope of that 
better ſtate of things which was ſoon to be 
diſcloſed. to him, eſpecially as he ſeemed, 
even from the beginning of his illneſs, to 
know that he was dying. Whatever ſort 
of a feeling Death is, he knew it; for his 
judgment was ſound and diſtinct to the 
115. and he ſpoke both to his friends and 
to e phyſician about two. hours before 
he . Perceiving, by means of ſome- 
thing which the phyſician had either ſaid 
or done, that his. diſſolution was juſt at 
hand, he, with a degree of ſtrength which 
55 1 | he 
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oy _ King day 0 Notember 2775. No 
Nane of choſe terrurs of Divine wrat b. 
_ which alarm guilty ſoula, and which make 


iv alfo poſſeſſed of his virtues: one who 
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mich js hood ling apa chapales ffs 


right hand, and calmly fell aſleep in death, 


the valley of death appear to then to be 


covered with blackneſs: and berror diſ- 


turbed his! penaeeful latter end. Long be- 
fore the ſolemn honr of his diflokution 


U e 1 was * n Lanr 01 
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Bb. Th 
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ways are unerring, to deprive the world ſo. 
foon of à Nobleman of ſuch great worth; 


yet He has alſo ſuown His goodneſs in ap- 


pointing one to fucceed him, who not only 


inherits his titles and large eſtate, but who 


to 
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to an enfgrened mind eee 


heart joind hei moſt polite caridvengaging 
| Hiners one , whoſe /aitegrivp is inch | 
rupt, and whoſe taſte in the fine arte i 0 
ſeen by ſome monuments of it which 
will be laſting, and to whigh, 1 multitude 
of artificers and. of the poor have been 


5 8 ly obliged; 1041 1 4 | 


I nave preſumed, Tg IVY to n 


this Treatiſe under your patronage; well 
knowing. chat you,j : 


nlarged mind will 
make allowance for its many imperfec- 


tions; and chat, if there is ay thing either 
in the general ſpirit or arrangement of it 


that is wert the commending, your Lord- 


ſhip will immediately diſcern i it: for it is 
well Kon 
5 claſſical alen of your rims. 


hat you are one of the beſt 


3 Tp FO ES, you will oe | 
my taking this occaſion of declaring, that 
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HE ce 0 ob this N e and 1 
treatiſe is a matter of general concern 
to mankind. All men have an equal in- 
tereſt in knowing their reciprocal duties 
one another, or what is comprehended 
| _ that great precept of the Divine Law tb 
jove our neighhour, which God has 
declared to be the ſum of man's duty to 
man. Love to our neighbour is the ful- 
filment of the whole law of God, in ſo far 
as it reſpects a right behaviour to our 
fellow - men. Thus ſaith the great 2 
Paul Oe nd man any xhing; but 
eto love one another: for he that loveth 
| *-anoghier hach fulfilled, the law, [For this,” 
or from a reverence for the obligation of 
4 duty, he adds, Thou ſhalt not com- 
« mit adultery; Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou 
«ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſſialt not bear falſe 
„ witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly 9 this faying, name 
35175 =, 


. TY * AE. 
| "ty; Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
| 2 thyſelf. Love: worke Wy, to his 
_ © neighbour:  Theretrs love is the fulfil- | 
© ling of che law.” In rhis fich and 
able, i the inſpired; teſtimony to 
_ the truth, the holy; apoſtle ſhoweths that 
love is the-firſt principle of every duty that 
we owe to our neighbour, and that the . 
tranſgreſſion of every rule of juſtice and 
C hbarity proceeds chieffy from the waer 
0 of a proper degtee of love; As love is th 
| ſpring, of every ſort of 'vighe behaviour to 
dene: upon Which a regard to 
4 ghreoutneſs and charity; in 
i Meeris founded ſo from the want! of 
this principle do chiefly: ariſe thoſe diſs 
orders which. prevait im human govern 
' ments and focieties, ani all thoſe-ityuries 
for which men have reafon to complain oß 
one another. Fromthie wankof tlie principle 
of love to mankind procteds the-withold= 
ing of. reſpedd wiclitnenitits and the: fapbr- 
cilious treatment of iriferiors;/and the com- 
mi ſſiom of the guilt of murder, of adults 
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1 pats has, andcdyetouſacſs, and 
all choſe, numberleſs acts of baſeneſs and 
_ injuſtice and cruelty, which are branches 
of one or other of theſe radical crimes. 
Our Savio has alſo placed the magni- 


tude and extent of this duty of /brotherly | 


love in us proper light, by that anſwer 


which! He gave to the lawyer of the Phari- 


: ebe who aſked him *, Which is the 


it in the law? Jeſus 


« fk tad x 2598, Thou ſhalt love:the Lord 


* thy God with all thy heart, and with all 


_ © thy foul; and with all thy mind. This is 


« the firſt and great commandment. : And 
« the ſecond is like: unto In, IRON thalr lone 
e eee bake = the lore aud 


*; the prophets . Since men are account- 
able to the Supreme God for their treat- 
ment of one another; and ſince on their 
treating one another well depends much uf 
their peace and comfort on the earth, and 


the very ſalvation of their fouls; it is of 


* 0 kviportanes to Ray or even 
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to bs rechinded of, tkar ulich Gos hab ee 
acted im a table of laws, Which were 5 
mulgated by His own Glemix' void, Au- 
dible on Mount Sinai, accompanied with 
thunder and lightnings, thoſe awful figns 
of His Myjeſty, and of ee of Its 
vor powers T? 45 9: 
Though the Goſpel PS ETD Sing to 
re as à certain debt which we owe, 
and though it be the voice both of natural 
ſentiment and of [reaſon that this is true; 
yet when we look into the manners of the 
world, we are tempted to think, that the 
bulk of men either do not underſtand the 
nature and the obligations of this debt, or 
that, at leaſt, they unhappily forget chat 
Gop has commanded them to pay it on 
the pain of His diſpleaſure. To tlie miſ- 
conception or neglect of this momentous 
duty we may aſcribe the cauſe of more 
rhan one half of the calamities which men 
have always! ſuffered,” and do ſtill ſuffer, 
in this ſtate of mortality. Men fuffer far 
more from the avarice and ſelfiſhneſs and 
cruelty of their fellow-creatures, than from 


s . 3 
\ * 2 P 
"WE | 


p. * E Fi A 0 E. 2 
thoſe Arche which af immediately; pro- 


vidential, or from natural diſeaſes and 


adverſe fortune. It is a thing mournful 


to obſer ve, with | what a degree of | in uſtice 


and uncharitableneſs men treat one ano- 
ther, in defiance of. the voice of nature, and. 
of thoſe laws of Heaven, which have been 
moſt ſolemnly promulgated. In che caſe 
of thoſe acts of injuſtice and of unmercis 
fulneſs which human laws do not reach, we 
ſee men committing them with the ſame in- 
difference and frequency, as if they were not 


reſponſible for ſuch violations of moral duty 


either to Gop or to their own conſciences. 
In defiance of the moſtfolemn prohibitions; 

men oppreſs one another with, greedineſs; 
and one order of men treats thoſe of ano- 
ther claſs; as if they were not creatures of 
the ſame ſpecies, or as if they had not the 


ſame natural rights and the ſame feelings 


with themſelves. © Are not the ſacred ob- 


ligations of brotherly love diſregarded by 


the world in a mournful degree, ſince we 
ſee. neighbours wilfully taking advantage 
of each other's ignorance or unſkilfulneſs 
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tiſed to defraud the enſurancer. 
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* 2 R E Bi A os 
or e circumſtances ? Px 2k it not from 


the abſence of love to our neighbour, that 
we ſo often hear uncharitable cenſures 
and invidious remarks paſſed upon thoſe 


who are not in the company, and that fo 


much injuſtice is practiſed in mens deal- 
ings with one another? From this cauſe, 
likewiſe, it happens that bad wares are 
impoſed upon the purchaſer in the name 
that the moſt villanous arts are prac- 
the principle of love quite extin in the 
breaſts of thoſe who add to the ſufferings 
of their fellow-creatures by inſult and by 


wanton oppreſſions? From a total want of 


Chriſtian love, we ſee man baſely adding 
to the loſſes and calamities of thoſe who 
ſuffer by fire and by ſhipwreck. From 
whence comes it, that the commanders of 
fleets and of armies are often inattentive 
to the health and the morals of thoſe un- 
der their authority? From what cauſe 


does it happen, that the ſoldiers, notwith- 
ſtanding their having officers to teach and 


[C8] 
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to command them, have often been bd | 


to inſult and to plunder che peaceable and 
induſtrious nian, and to commit bar 


barous outrages againſt the per ſons and the 


property of the uſeful and defenceleſs in- 
habitants of the country? If men regard- 
ed that voice which ſpeaks to them from 
above, commanding them to love their 


fellow- creatures, and to treat them with 


juſtice and mercy, would we hear ſo much 
of the extortionis and eruelties of eee 


nors of provinces? 


As the want of 3 to eee 18 as 


chief cauſe of thoſe diſorders and miſeries 


which prevail in the different ſocieties of 
mankind,' ſo a reverence for this duty is 


productive of many ſweet and bleſſed 


effects. It makes families dwell together 
in peace and unity. It diffuſes a ſpirit of 


friendſhip and . good-will through every 


aſſembly of men. Its fruits are harmony 


and good order, mutual forbearance and 


charity, and a pleaſing ground of mens 
reciprocal confidence in one another. The 
ine of love to mankind is a thing 

C3 15 pleaſant 


* 0 
IRE ee d e 


wy e *7 * 4 2 
222 ͤ ͤ K OP os. ny 


i . * p —— * 
8; 99 „ * 
— — IRT: comp: 0 = — w— 
— 2 - 95 49 rage} ot — — A EI 
N — . ; 
* 


4 £ 4 i N : 1 LY j 8 
» f R E ET X G R. 


pleaſant for its own ſake. He who 
feels it is at peace with himſelf. His 
* ſoul- dwelleths at eaſe It is a temper 


which ought to be cultivated for the ſake 
of the immediate pleaſures which it yields. 


A heart that is open to all thoſe fine and 


tender emotions which a concern for the 
ſtate of other men is capable of exciting, 
feels a kind and a degree of pleaſure, which 
the unſocial and ſelfiſh. man is a ſtranger 
to. Love to mankind is the principle 
which unites the human ſpecies. It inte- 
reſts us in the fate of others, even of choſe 
whom we never ſaw. It is, therefore, tlie 
foundation of that pleaſure which we re- 
ceive both from real hiſtory and from ro- 
mance. The love which we feel to the 
great and good men of paſt ages, the inte- 
reſt which we take in whatever has befallen 
them, our deteſtation of the cruel and un- 
juſt, our ſympathy with the unfortunate, 
our eagerneſs to ſee thoſe delivered from 
diſtreſs whoſe [misfortunes have / ariſen 
from the injuſtice and the cruelty of others, 
or from their own inflexible virtue, and 
dur 


have brought calamities upon the innocent, 
ett eee and affecting emotions, L 


E Ry EN 5. A Cy Fa 4 
our deſire of ſeeing-thoſe. puniſhed, ;1 who, | 


their riſe from that ſentiment, of 
e to mankind which Gb.. implante 
in our nature. wi t ri eit 

This ann a reaſon. why, Gro ro- 
mances, which are deſeriptions ot fictitious 


characters may have a bad effect upon 


young, and weak minds. If human nature 
18. miſrepreſented, as it often is in deſcrip- 
tion, virtue is not ſeen in its Proper and 
diſtinguiſhing colours, and vice is often 
ſo modified, that it creates too little diſ- 3 


guſt. The natural affections of love and 


pity and admiration are alſo directed to 
improper objeQs, whereby the mind is led 
intd à train of wild and fanciful ideas, 
which, inſtead of improving, corrupt, che 
the heart. The heart is indeed ſoftened; 
but it is not ſufficiently guarded againſt 


che receiving of wrong impreſſions, becauſe | 
falſe, virtue is not ſufficiently; diſtingui 


ed from the true, and the paſſions are 1 


| awakened and inflamed, witheut being 
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directed to proper objects ik a weer te 
ſwer ſotme good end. The affections are 
ſtirred without a juſt cauſe, and are in che 
ſtate of a mob, the greater part of whom 
know not wherefore-they are eome toge- 
ther. Original nature is always more per- 
fect than any deſcription of it that can be 
given; by which it will not be ſuppoſed 
that Lean poſſibly mean to condemn the 
giving deſcriptions of nature, but only to 
guard the young againſt che — miſled 

by falſe repreſentations of it. When cha- 
racters of falſe virtue are 10 deſcribed as 
to engage the heart, the young and the 

weak are miſſed in judging of true virtue, 
as one is deceived in judging of the face of 
a man whoſe portrait is a falſe likeneſs, 
And when ſcenes of diſtreſs, which lie Be- 
yond the limits of nature and of ordinary 
| life, are ſo deſcribed as to touch the heart, 
the mind is apt to be led into error in 
judging of the duty of kindneſs and charity: | 

Therefore, the beſt method of improving 

the benevolence of the heart, is the exerciſe 
of fincere love to the characters of choſe 


15 virtuous 


copies of nature we feel ourſelves intereſted 


how much more ought known and living 


I ſtrengthen our beſt affections 


ts „hole of our' ——— e we e ſes 

and converſe with. If by deſcriptions} 
which, even hen they have a truly uſeful 
and mor al tendeney are nothing but mere 


in the fate of thoſe w 


m we never ſaw; 


characters, who are all real originals, and 
not mere copies of human nature, to excite 


out love and pity and admiration? 


All thoſe deſc criptions of human nature 
whigh tend to improve, as well as to intereſt; 
the heart, are truly uſeful,” becauſe they 
by exereiſing 
them. In this way a romance itſelf may 


be ſo wrote as to do ſome good. But ſtill 


it ought to be conſidered, that che exer- 
ciſe of love and compaſſion and eſteem 
toward living and known, or toward real, 
characters, conſtitutes a much greater de- 


gree of virtue than the exerciſing the ſame 
affections toward characters which are 
merely fanciful. Love and eſteem and 


Pity UNE very other kind of affectionate 
regards 


„ 1 W E . A. 1 0 E 


. —— 
nothing more than the effect of natural 
and inſtinctive impulſe j; but by ee 

and admiring - virtuous characters which 

are real, we improve and ſtrengthen the 
heart, and hy expreſſing our love to living 
and known characters in the acts of kind- 
neſs, and mercy, we perform that ſervice | 
to them which Gon has required, and in, 
vhich our duty conſiſts; The deſcriptiong 
of romances; do merely awaken and ſtir 
the affections, without pointing at any 

particular object, by which they can be 13 

drawn out into active virtue; but love di- 

rected to living and Fnoumn characters 

leads us to join im ite vir tion 

ta natural ſentiment. In che one caſe, o our 
Find affections are in little danger of going 

into exceſs ; but in the other caſe, our 
affectionate regards are apt to turn wild . 

and extravagant, and to exceed the limits 

of reaſon and propriety. In che caſe of 
| bving characters, our kind affections can- 

not be miſplaced, if they are under the di- 


1 of reaſons butin the caſe of feigned 
characters, 
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: charaRers, which are held up as objects of 


love and eſteem, many amiable perſons 


are loſt both to themſelves and to fociety 
from judging of a right behaviour to their 
fellow - men by rules Which are falſe. If 


the natural ſentiment of benevolence was 
ſufficiently ſtrong, and if it was properly 


directed, we would be much more affected 
by the characters, and by the good and 


bad fortune, of our friends and acquain- 


rances, than by the ſubjects of romance. 


It is the duty of all parents to inculeate 


early upon their children a ſtrong ſenſe of 


the obligation of che duty of love to man- 
kind. They ought to be informed, with 


moſt affectionate pains, that their happi- 


neſs, through life, depends much upon 
their being poſſeſſed of a kind and bene- 
volent heart. By teaching them early leſ- 
ſons of juſtice and merey, parents and 
teachers of youth will ſtrew in their whole 


path the ſeeds of ſweetneſs and peace, 
and will prevent much of that bitterneſs 
from being mingled with their cup, which 
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their benevolence and integrity will not fail 
to ſecure to them; and it is guarding them 
againſt that criminal indifference to tlie 
peace and welfare of others, which ſeldom 


fails to be the ſource of their own, as well 
as of their neighbour's, misfortunes. By 


inculcating upon children a ſincere love to 
mankind, you prepare chem for being ami - 
able members of a family, and uſeful mem- 


bers of the ſtate, Hereby you guard them | 
againſt chat ſelfiſhneſs and injuſtice, which, 


in every country, extinguiſh che ſpirit of 
true patriotiſm. They ought to be told, 
that, without the principle of love to man- 
kind, they are deſtitute of that goodneſs 
of heart, which 18 eſſentially neceſſary to a 
man's doing his duty in parliament, and to 


his commanding a fleet or an army, and to 


his guiding well che affairs of the ſtate. Sin- 
cere love to mankind, if it is accompanied 
with a ſound underſtanding, never fails to 


procure eſteem and kind affection to thoſe 


. who 


Wn 
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who! 3 and good treatment to 
| thoſe who obey. By Sftening and hu- 
manizing mens natures, it makes them 
_ conſider the diſtreſſes of others as being, 
in ſome degree, their own. It begets mer- 
cy in thoſe who govern, and it reconciles 
the governed to every reaſonable act of a 
dutiful obedience. It is the pleaſant bond 
of affection and of union among all man- 
kind. Love to mankind is that principle, 
which will render them the real diſciples 
of CHRIST, and it will ſecure their right, 
through grace, to the happineſs of a future 
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AXTRODUCTION. 


1 OR to Gbr is the firſt and great com- | 
mandmefit of His law. Though the 
nature and eſſence of the Supreme Being 
be inviſible; His real (exiſtence and His 
attributes are ſo fully manifeſted in His 
works of ereation and providence, and | 
eſpecially in the perſon of His own Son, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chat He i is the na- 
tural and proper object of the love of His 
creatures. His love to us is ſo confeſſedly 
| great and ſtriking,” that it is well fitted to 
beget our warmeſt gratitude and love to 
Him. His love to us being greater than 
that which any of our fellow: creatures 
can feel for us, He is therefore the proper 
object of our ſupreme and moſt ardent 
love. The inviſibility of His nature is no 
argument againſt our loving Gop, more 
than the invifibility of the human mind is 
an argument againſt: our loving our fel- 
low-men, whom we love; not ſo much on 
account of the properties which we ſee, is 
on account of the virtues of the mind, 
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7 which is a thing, 


- amiable and the moſt adorable Be 5 
the univerſe, and becauſe „ 

love to Him has a more 
power over the heart than any other prin- 


9 


4 


1 INTRODUCTION. | 5 


is the firſt and great S of His. 


law, becauſe.ir has for its abjed —_— N 


2 


ciple. Love to Gop is a principle which 
18 univerſal in the manner of its operation, | 


or it extends to every caſe of duty. It. is 
perfective of hi 


WINAN nature, becauſe. it 
leads us to imitate Gon Himſelf, who is | 
a perfect Being. Love to Him is alſo. the 


5 foul of every ſort of religious obedience. 


It is the ſpirit which animates all our acts 
of devotion, and its influence upon the 
heart gives a ſanctified colour to wr part 
of our whole life. . . 


Next in the 5 of Ipportapce e 0 


et. 3 to the principle of love toGop, is 


the ſentiment of love to mankind. The 
one principle reſembles the other, in rer 
ſpect of having its origin in the nature of 
man, and in reſpect of uſefulneſs to the 


beſt intereſts both of individuals and of 


4 1 5 bociety, 8 


aas 


t Go is that Principle which ends 
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: the OY [Though love to-munkind bw 


Sion ef ic Be ill mor#powerflltyanificon | 
by the doctrine of revealed religion, yet love 


greatly to / ſtrengthen and improve itt 
They are principles which eee os 
1 10 In che caſe of a Trift: sſpecials | 


ly, they muſt be coexiſtent ſentiments of. 


tlie heart. If a man ſay, 1 love Gon, 
And hateth His brother; he is a liar: for 


e chat loveth not his hrother whom he 
4 ——— ade eee 


fr 5 rho Him, that 
| ho OO 'Gop;- love his n 
ct alſo $1! n 36 Si mem migcid; lon n 
= Savious calls the Divine che 
love our neighbour, a new command 
ment. Thus be fuith f A new com- 
4 mandimnent J give unto you, That ve 
7. ab one anocher, as I have loved you, 
af D MY that 
— 11 We 20% 21. zo | + John xii. 34. 
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not hereby mean, that x men Sr aaa bee 
SLommanc 
time of His appearing in the world. This 
great law of love to our neighbour was, 
from the beginning. wrote in the table « of 
every man's on heart, and it was con- 
rained in that code of laws, which Gas 
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foul, which is pure and unallayed and per- 


4s I. ö 
chat ye al 


TR0DVemION 
nothe i. Heder | 


a to love one another before the 


Himſelf delivered, by His ſervant Moſes; 
to the people of Iſrael. But His precept 


to does. one another is . a ne- command 
ment, becauſe Himſelf hath. exeinpli- | 


Fed it in a new and perfect manner. In 
Him we ſee a pattern of benevolence of 


fect. In His life we ſee the adorable good - 
neſs and love of the Divine Nature ſhining 


forth moſt conſpicuouſſy. In Him we ſee 
a a moſt bright example of the beneficence 


of. che Parent · Fountain of love and of cha- 
rity. The Lozd Jzs0s. “ was the bright - 


* neſs of the Fa rRERR's glory, and the ex» 


«preſs image of His perſon.“ Therefore 
4 He to his n Thomas, If ye 

5 5 had 
* Jabs xiv. 7. 
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is alſo a new 
of the kind and of the power of thoſe mo- 


* 


trop oN 43 


& had known we. ye ſhould have known 
my Father alſo.“ And to Philip he 


faid , He that dach Wen une, bath sent 
4 the Father.” The diſcoveries which 


Gob has put; of Himſelf to the Chri- 
ſtian world in the perſon of Jasus CHRIST, 
which far exceed thoſe of the light of rea- 
ſon, and even thoſe of the Jewiſh revela- 


tion, are ſufficient to raiſe the ſoul into all 
the fervours of pious: thankfulneſs and 


praiſe. CursT's precept to love one an- 


other is therefore © a new commandment,” 


becauſe we are bound to © love one ano- 
5 ther,” as He “ hath loved us: and his 
love to us was ſuch, that it exemplified, or 
ſet before the eyes of men, the very good- 


_ neſs of the Divine Nature. It is a anew | 


commatidment, in reſpect of the degree 
of the perfection of its exemplification, It 
zonimandnent, in reſpect 


tives by which the obſervance of it is en- 

forced. By the doctrine of the Goſpel ar- 

an are uſed for _ exerciſe of love 
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and which were unknown before the Chri- 


ſtian ra. We Chriſtians are related to 
one another by ties of | heavenly conſan- 
guinity; for, through CHRIST, who is r 
Mercy- ſeat, or the declaration of the Di= 


vine Love to us, we are taken into a cove- 
nant- relation to Gop. We have all one 
right of citizenſhip in Heaven! We be⸗ 
lieve in one Gop, who is our common Fa- 

ther. We have all one Lox, one faith, 


and one hope of eternal life. By the ſame 


ordinatice of baptiſm we are all ingrafted 
into CHRIST, or received into His church; 
and, by an abiding relation through faith 


and obedience, our ſouls are ſanctified and 


nouriſhed by His word and ſpirit, as the 


branches are nouriſhed by the ſtock of the 


vine whereon they grow. By our com- 


munion ſervice, at the ſacrament of the 


Lokp's Supper, we recogniſe the ſeal: ob 


our hopes, and publicly declare, that we 


accept of the great ſalvation which is of- 


fered to us in the Goſpel, on the terms 
of faith and repentance. Wherefore, we 


Chri- 


"INTRODUCTION. > 


' Chriſtians have a new radiant; of love 10 


one another by a new relation of mutual 


and ſpiritual propinquity, which is conſti- 


tuted by the grace of that new covenant, 


the promiſes of which CHRIST hath ſealed | 


with his blood. 
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into tenderneſs, at the fight, or even at the a4 
relation, of other mens woes; and it is e- 
lated with joy upon Hearing 6 of their good || 
- fortune. Brotherly love being a ſentiment 
- which lis interwoven with the nature of 
man, its voice cannot be diſregarded, wii 
out ſhowing a want of reverence for the 
authority of Him who made us ſuch crea= _ 
tures as we are, Since this is a principle | 
which coexiſts with our being, we may be 
ſure that the Supreme Creator has endow 
| ed us with it for the purpoſe of our obey- 
ing its dictates. For as it is the province 
of a creature who is endowed with reaſon, 
to regulate and govern the appetites and 
_ paſſions of the inferior region of his na- 
ture, ſo it is his duty to, ſtrengthen and | 
improve the moral affections of che he art, ; 
of which loye to mankind is one of the 
nobleſt. The greater our ſenſibility is to 
the ſentiment of compaſſion and love, and 
to all thoſe tender ſenſations which proceed 
from true benevolence of ſoul, the more 
perfect does our nature become, and the 
more do we nn che merciful and gra- - 
ll . cious | 
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wu exlts ins ws a deg abu 
* | — eee objects are fited ro 5 
* excite. As the entime . 


8 the heart next to the principle of love to 

- MW Gop; therefore its operation conſtitutes in 

le this world, and will continue to produce 
be in a future ſtate, one of the chief ſources 
4 of the felicity of man. It is therefore a 

= pity that hatred or malice ſhould be al- 

n, on the free exerciſe of which our happi- 

d neſs does fo greatly depend. Gop has 

- ſhown its importance in the ſyſtem of hu- 
d man nature, by His having made it an 
t, original and inſtinctive principle, which 

he reaſon and religion may ſtrengthen and 

to improve, but which nothing can wholly 
„ eradicate. It is that voice of Nature which 

ed has ſpoke throughout all ages and nations, 
re and which will ever continue to be a lead- 

he ing feature in the character of man. A- 
a- mong tribes of rude. favages, as well as a- 
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degree of intereſt in all thoſe of his on 
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© Brotherly love is ust h e 


all mankind, It forms a ſtrong bond of 


union among the whole human race. It 


operates, like the power of magnetic at- 
traction, in making every man take ſome 


ſpecies. Hence we are intereſted in the 


Have never ſeen. We eſteem the man of 
great worth, whom we have heard of only 
by fame. We admire the gallant hero, 
who lived in an age far remote from our 
own. We love the generous: Patriot, ho 
* _ before we were born. love 
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| N eren in an enemy. We ke de- 
aer fo his virtuous deeds, and that 
the cruel and the unjuſt man-is puniſhed 
for what he has made the innocent ſufſer. 
We weep at the repreſentation of feigned 
| diſtreſs; becauſe it is a picture of what 
may befal our fellow-creatures in real life, = 


; that a man of worth is 


This intereſt which nature forces us to take 


in the pood or bad fortune of other men, 
is che foundation of that poder, by which 


ances, who have a real exiſtence, and 
whom we ſee and converſe with? It is 


unfortunate, however, that the very cir- 
curnſtances of neighbourhood and ac- 
quaintance, which ought do intereſt men 
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the tragedian melts his audience into tears, 
and by which the darriſter often ſaves the 
life of the criminal, and by which the 
preacher forces the miſer to go to his cof- 
fers, and give to the poor. If we love 
thoſe whom we never ſaw, and if we take 
an intereſt even in fictitious characters, 
how much more ought we to love our 
friends, and our neighbours and acquaint- 


10A *r — 2 — Ae 


— — ———— , ˙rM. 7˙¼: ß 


— en 


N 
= 2 6 . 
1 

3 5 

1 25 l 

= _ 
o \ F 0 | 
3 \ i 
1 
5 4 1 
1 F 
© 11 

2 1 

b 1 

2 

115 
+. 
! 
7 
} 
} 
; 


2 dieſe e — to 1 
os tune, do often ſerve to eſtra ze them from 
_ each other, and to be a ground of — 
CC It is a common 1 
5 Lene — Wade . TUG may ha fubſers i 
vient to their intereſt, chan t do good to 
| thoſe who are of their immediate ac 
ance, and who live in their e nee ood; 
and who, perhaps, feed and clothe them. 
2 The cauſe of this behaviour, which, at firſt 
ght, ſeems to contradict the fact here 
maintained, that love to mankind is a na- 
© tural ſentiment, is quite obvious. In the 
ever happened to interrupt the operation 
of the natural principle of kindneſs and - 
good-will; but in the caſe of thoſe who 
live together in the ſame houſe, or in the 
ſame neighbourhood, interferences of in- 
tereſt and of inclination do frequently oc- 
cur. Among theſe there often happens 
a contrariety of opinions and a diſcordan- 
cy of wiſhes and deſires. Among them 
pos are adminiſtered, which give of- 
ly - fence, 
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fence, and diet are given, which imply 
blame: and tlieſe excite the iraſcible paſs 
ent che natural current 16% 
ng, even in that chann 


| wheveins ſtreams ought ta be the ſweeteſt 


and the moſt copious. But this does not 
prove, chat brotherly love is not an original 
and an inherent principle. It only ſerves to 
ſhew; that its power may be weakened 
and ſuppreſſed, hy diſcordant intereſts an 
inclinations, .and by the criminal indul- 

gence of malevolence and bad temper. 
Was there no interference of worldly 
intereſt, or were there no cauſes of envy 


and of Jealouſy among men, fincere love 


would hold its empire even upon the earth, 


would be felt in every family, and in every 
neighbourhood and ſociety-bf men. Was 


this amiable native ſentiment cultivated 


with due care, and were the ubſtacles to ita 
operation, all of which originate from 
weakneſs and malice, diligently guarded 
againſt, it would then ſhew its bleſſed 
Eg over the human — and! its hap- 
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| | pitendenicy'copoomion theiteue: faliciey of 2 
_ mankind. It would then be better per? 
ceived, how eligible: Gon has made tba 
ſtate of man even here below, did we not 
deliberately create many great evila to 
ourſelves, by à wilful perverfion- of the 


ſentiment of mutual love would then be 


5 idee wid: of [iliventing's 7 * inno⸗ | 


. betray the inward jealouſies and the ran- 
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principles of our nature. The | 


eent joys of this mortal life. How vel 


diffevent in the Itate of a family: dr hege 
bourhood, wherein mutual kindneſs) and 


affectionate regards: to one another ſub- 


fit, from chat family or neigchbaufhaad, 
wherein there is open ſtrife, or wherein * 


cour of their hearts? The one family, or 


' bitterneſs. | They pour poiſon into every 


one of their enjoyments. They render their 
vhole life a ſcene of diſorder and miſery and 
guilt : and they raiſe up a gloamy' cloud 
to darken even their ſetting ſun, and ther 
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conſtant peace and cheerfulneſs. To t 
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hopes relpedting a 8 Bur 
the other family or ſociety, among whom 
mutual affection and concord reign, enj 2 


every enjoyment is ſweetened by ſympa- 
thetic affection. Their minds are quiet 
and unruffled. Their life is pleaſant and 


joyous and ſerene j and they are taking one 


neceſſary and fare method of ſecuring to 
themſelves a ſtate of eternal peace and feli-t“ 


city. Howgreata gift has Heaven beſtowed 


on men, by implanting i in their nature the 


ſentiment of | brotherly love, if we would 
learn ta uſe; chat gift properly? How good 
has the gracious Greator been to us, in His 
having formed us with that original dic⸗ 
tate of the heart, obedience to which 


yields the ſwertueſs of private friendſhip, 


and the happineſs of domeſtic life, and a 
profuſion of delights. ariſing from 1 8 
intercourſe with mankind in general! 
By following this ſweet impulſe of na- 
ture, which is the voice of Gon within 
us, telling che whole human race that 
chey are friends and brethren, we would 
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to have a Kind regard, and to 
| whow! we . an inj1 
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ought not to: be confined. to thoſe of our | 
own nation, nor to thoſe Who live with | 
us in the ſame ome: or neighbourhood; | 


nor to thoſe. who are related to us by: the 
ties of blood. It is the voice of Nature, ot 


of inherent ſentiinent, chat every reaſons 


able creature is the object of 
and affection. Though he be not of our 


acquaintance, though he be a ſtranges 
though he be not of our own nation, lay, 
though he be our enemy by political or 
religious or national prejudices, we ought; | 
nevertheleſs; to love him. Though he be 
a ſtranger to us, yet ſince he is our fellows | 


creature, he is intitled to our a ffection 
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and of private friendſhip, and of: gratitude | 
aintance; yet our brotherly love 


and good offices. phaſe of \his-bouth | 


ad e dee of mind are gabe bo 4 
bear a teſemablanee to our o. In ſuſcep- 5 
joyments kn, he is 1 


and his feelings, _ the cole! of proſpe- 
of —adverſiry, are like 0 our 


rity and 
own. 1 | * SLE 
nature and- of: his ſtate give kim 4 chm 


to our vumpaſſion; and to our affectionate 
regards. Therefore, 70 ye will liſten to the 
ſti evolence, it Win 

tell you; that if be 10 naked, ye ought to 
clothe him; and that, if he is hungry, ye 
ought to feed him; and that, if he is thirſty, 
ye ought to give him dtink. Though he 
be a ſtranger and your national enemy: 

s, as men, do teach you, 


voice of inſtin 


yet your own feeling 
that ye ought not to deſpiſe or injure him. 
Though he be in your power, or though 


de be your priſoner, you are, nevertheleſs, 
obliged by the ties of a common nature; 
to treat him with mercy.” ' Confider, 0 


man, that the ſtranger, for whom | 
it may be, feeleſt no compaſ 


ion, and 
| whom thou treateſt with injuſtice and 
„ . eruelty, 
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| wife and children, . Sende weep if 


Hides pray, 8 from hom. the 5 „ | 
| long wiſhed: to hear. He, per ps, has 


they ſaw. him. in diſtreſs. Perhaps he has 
brothers or ſiſters, whoſe hearts would 
melt at the light, o even at the relation, of | 
| his misfortunes; - Were the natural ties of 
brotherly N attended to, or 
did we conſider that what is ano her man's 
ſtate of miſery. to- day, may Toon be aur 
own, mutual affection and ſympathy would 
be quicker in every breaſt, and national 
prejudices and antipathies would be great- 
ly leſſened. Local diſtinctions, which too 
often prevail among even thoſe. of the 
ſame nation, would not be ſo marked as | 
to have any improper influence; on the | 
minds of men, and thoſe mutual animoſi- 
ties and jealouſies, which ſhamefully pre- 
vail among religious ſects and denomina- 
tions, would not only be happily abated, 
but. would even. give Place: to mutual cha- 
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by which: the foul acknowledges Gov, | 


are the two nobleſt prerogatives of, man man 


By theſe, ſtill more than by the ſhape of | 
our bodies, we are diſtinguiſhed from. che 


nimals, and are raiſed far abov! 


brute : 


them. Reaſon is of great aſſiſtance to the 3 


moral ſentiments of the heart. It directs 
us in the proper choice of their | 


and: in the degree of ardpur with which 
we ought to purſue them. In the caſe of 
love to mankind, reaſon both ſhows who 


ought to have the preference in the degree 


of our affection, and remonſtrates againſt 


our allowing the operation of this prin- 
ciple to be ſtopped, by the indulgence of 
the unſocial and malevolent paſſions. Na- 
rural ſentiment is too weak a principle of 
right conduct, without the direction and 

. W 


; 8 4 "4 iS 


5, N 2 : 7 8 * Kg N Web Y PITS” m 2 of . 
5 . - * - 8 4 a a mM 
85 wo — F ; S * * * 8 3 3's 2 * 5 * 
ix % < U 8 . a 8 
4 5 * 4 5 - F « 0 : A 
N | N l an 
2 ; | | 
* > | | 
5 . 
[3 4 — ; | | 
* y ; | 
{ 
: 11 
- . I 
| 5 : 2 | | 
of . 1 
- 1 


* 
— adds ns ln 


1 73 i! * 7 6h” K e | 
——— comfort! A ſtate of o- 
litude is joyleſs and gloomy. The ple g- 
des of (proſperity cannot be ſo ſenfbli x | 
4 felt, without the congratulations of friends e 
4 who take an intereſt i in we a fortune, 


bought to treat er eh N 
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1 ſociety is a t 
wd o the comfortable enjoyment of life. 5 We 
L nc to avoid the SEE een 


1 ue the value which e 
As chat we ough 
3 of ſociety. Theſe being u 3 of all 
odbur enjoyments, and exiſtence itſelf 
8 15 ſcarce ſupportable without them, we 

do ſtrive to maintain a ſtate of reciprocal 
oY Gina with our neig 
quaintances with as e vigilance 8 
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no DT ſociety. A 400 itary 


hole family, living quite detacl 
neighbours, are, eſpecially in a bates 
' Tous, Roy in a ſort of defenceleſs ſtate. 
Hence . ASE ſuggeſted, the . 


„ for he fake 0 of ſeeu- 


nament and embelliſhment of life, as 

well as to its een and ſecurity... Few 
of the occ eceſſary in a ſtate of 
ſociety, w in; 


beyond that pr mere ere hunting and fiſhing, 
can. be purſued without che aſſiſtance of. 


. e others. 


lpleſs creature. Even 4 


of enemies and depredators. 4 Nate; af 
weder is alſo: algen prone Shy to. the 
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ſociety. Let che po 
wealthy treat thoſe who are below em 
with injuſtice and inſolence, becauſe. the 
labours of che poor are neceſſary to 
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with envy, nor let them murmur on account 
of che comparative diſadv of their 
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with the Divine Commaigity — 
propriery and che neceſſity-of cher 4 ful. 


© lowing the things which make for peace.” 
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Let competitors nu * 
and injuſtice; and let rivals take no un- 


eight ef Aiden 
which! um elf takes. © lf. love, it ĩs true 
is a natural principle, but — to 


he, in moſt caſes; juſt as N a right to 
contend for power and for gain, as thou 
baſt? If; chou haſt ambition; why doſt 


not thou allow him alſo to have the'defire 


of power? If thou haſt friends to ſerve, 

has not he alſo ſome who depend upon 
him? Doſt thou hate him, merely bec 
his wants and his deſires are ſimilar to 
and becauſe he is, in no re- 
hoy a creature like to thyſeif? 5 
erences among men ariſe ue +a 

or imaginary injuries; which have been 
given and received. Let ens who Give 
Offence, and do thereby p the | 
rent of reci iprocal love Bd — con- 
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vain, for © they's ab. much eee than 
3 of wounding your nelghbourts | 
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gg ö bis —_— or ſo as to rake away His | 
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which you cannot take from him, 
Without tranſtreſſing the laws boch of 
Con and of man. If you rob, or ſteal, 
merely to ſupply your. neceſſities, would | 
you not act with more wiſdom, and 
with more ſafety and honour, to tell your | 
caſe to che humane, who. would have 
compaſſion upon you, and relieve you 
If you do injuſtice to your neighbour, 
merely for the ſake of creating trouble and 
vexation to him, or for the fake of indul- 5 
ging a revengeful ſpirit, remember that 
Go: bebolds with indignation ſuch deli» 
berate malice and wickedneſs, and es he 
will ſurely puniſh you, unleſs. you. 
immediately repent, and make ain 
as far as that ſhall be in your power. By 
hurting your neighbour in his character, 
yan wound him in the moſt tender part. 
You put him to much grief; and perhaps 
you thereby take away his bread. Thoſe 
arrows of evil · ſpeaking which are ſhot at 
a man's character, give wounds which are 
of all others, the moſt painful to the ſuffer- 
% 8 er, 


_— de molt dihenlt to be cured· A 
mig, by dong hies god name, is robbed 
ol his afl. ze unc in f= 


love, he falls into a ſtare of bene | 
averſi; oh HE Iv are funk and'depreſ- 
Cat N uſefulneſs' 


: 2 "Shall 5 | Righteous Jade bf; the 

oY world behold ſuch injuſtice and cruelty 
with indifference? - Shall the injured man 
plead in vain with Heaven for redr 


No. Gop will ſurely hear him, and do f 
juſtice to his injured character. Let th 
evil: ſpeaker conſider, that his guilt is in- | 
| creaſed both by the 8 eatneſs of the i inf 7 
— which he hath done, and by the ſmall- 
neſs of the temptation which he had to | 
commit ĩt. For, very often, the evil-ſpeaker 
takes away: his neighbour's good name, 
from no greater temptation than that f 
indulging the volubility of his tongue. 
And what has he got by the hurt which 
he has done to ** * even ſup» a 
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enge! The pleaſure which he thereby 
receives is none other than that wWwhich the 
accurſed ſpirits enjoy, by grati ring a hor- 
rid temper which is its own. torment. The 
 evil-ſpeaker, as ſoon as he is found out, 
renders himſelf the object of contempt and 
hatred; ; and his own conſcience will, one 
day, be made to ſmite him with a degree 
of pain, that ſhall be as inſupportable as 
that whereby he unjuſtly. T_T; the 
7275 of his neighbour. RE 7.68, 
e hurting your bea in any of 
45 above mentioned reſpects, you n 
his reſentment; and you loſe his friend 
ſhip, which, in many caſes, is of more 
value to you than ſilver and gold. Tou 
loſe the benefit and the ſweetneſs of ſo⸗ 
cial intercourſe with him, and you expoſe 


yourſelf to all the bad effects of his diſs | 


pleaſure, and to the hatred of his friends. 
Are any rewards which you can receive for 
thus acting contrary to the voice both of 
natural ſentiment and of reaſon, ſufficient 
to compen ſate for the loſs of your neigh- 
bour's friendſhip and good offices, and for 
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character, or that the duty which you owe 


to your families or to ſociet 
_ you to ſeek redreſs according to the laws 


of your 


oak eres groſs inſtances of ſelfiſhneſs ik 
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y, it is much better ta ov 


others, and of bad treatment which you 
may have received from them, than to 


give ſcope to d ſpirit of revenge; . 


from the mcecildty of protecting your own 


er, or from a regard to the public 


good, Malice or hatred ought- never to 


mingle 


with your craving. that juſtice 


to which you are intitled;” The injurious 
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enge. By doing injuſ ce 
te draw down t e vengeance 9 9 | 
upon upodto fate ne But in all caſes of; - 
- AT s and-affronts, it is the yoicg, 
of reaſon! Ry you ſhould. everlonk. them. 
By forgiving and overlooking; them, you 


with whom you muſt live ! in a, ſtate f 
painful ſtrife, if you ſeek xedreſa, or if vou 
eren ſeem to reſent what you may think 
unpolite treatment or injuſtice, By over- 
looking ſmaller offenees, you allow a kind 
led ſpark to be ſextinguiſhed, Which, if it 
fanned, will grow into a flame, the whole 
bad conſequences. whereof you cannot poſs 
ſibly foreſee. Therefore, W. hen. vou ͤ re- | : 
ceive an unpolite letter, or when hard 
words are ſaid to you, or when an inde- 
cent meſſage is ſent to you; or hen a ſel⸗ 4 


fiſh action is done to you, truſt not the * 


firſt view which you take of the injury or 
affront which you think that you have 5 
received; becauſe Near own ſelft love is, 
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Him more your friend than ever. He will | 
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Confider, "that he Who Tpokets | 


haps Ho | Sögel ef 
chat he ah Have beef ebriated er that | 


iir queſtion. "i Though He has doneiar ſelfiſh | 


ran ist perfection te Be found. Perhaps 


aps Be is ſorry for 


Ris infolenee and injuſtice} you will render 


adtmire your magnanimity ahd good tem- | 
per; ad he will be afhatnediof his having | 
Ever uſed ye dll. Is not the following this WI - 
courſe a mide wiſer thitig; than to reſent | 
fmall injurtes and affronts; and thereby ä 
wh the foundation" of the many ſore eie 
ich flow. fro ſtrife and diſcord ? In ö | 


the" caſe: of finaller/aQs vffelfiſhnefs.-and 
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this 1 Why, e 18 it ſo | 
lowed? Remember that the Son of Gop 
is himſelf here poets. to the members 15 
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injuſtice, eur!Saviour has given us this 
Nu excellent advice , But L ſay unto 


you, that ye reſiſt not evil: But whoſo- 
ever ſhall finite thee on chy right cheek, 


turn to him the other alſo; And if any 
© man will ſue thee at the law, and take 
% away thy coat, let him have thy cloak 


* alſo. And whoſoever ſhall compel chee 


© to go'a mile, go with him twain. Give 


to him that àſkethethee, and from him 
tt that worls wunden of thee, turn not 


8 chou away.” How excellent a rule is 


tle fol- 


his church. 1 
- Miregver, dur own: hte MA us, 


Ant it is a vain and fooliſh thing to 
indulge reſentment, and to live in a 


ſtate of enmity with our neighbours, 
becauſe human life is ſhort. They and 


we ſhall ſoon quarrel no more. Death 


will ſoon put an end to the ſtrife of con- 
tending parties. In the grave, the animo- 


ſities of ſects, and the feuds of clans, and 
e the 


95 Matth. V. 38. 
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the mutual -haceod of indiv iduale, il Lb 2 
buried, as to the diſputants themſelves, in 
an eternal reſt and ſilence. Death diſſolves | 

our connection with this world; and 
therefore none do ever return ous 8 e 

grave to renew their vain diſputes. : 

the cloud is conſumed, and 3 

* away; ſo he that goeth down to the 

"8 grave, ſhall come up no more. He ſhall 

return no more to his houſe, neither | 
© ſhall his place know him any more“ 
What now ſignify all the quarrels and 
3 of thoſe who have lived before 

? Their vain reſentments and diſputes 
hos buried with themſelves in perpetual 
forgetfulneſs. Their paſt animoſities and 
cruelties can bring them no profit in the 
grave. There they ſhall not gratify their 
revenge, nor take pleaſure in feeding on 
diſcord, and in ſhooting the poiſoned ar- 
rows of malice and evil-ſpeaking. What 
has happened to them, will ſoon befal thoſe 
alſo who now live in a ſtate of variance 
with one another. In An: grave v we ſhall 
have 
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have no connection with any of thoſe 
things about Which we now vainly con- 

tend; and our common mother, the earth, 
in whoſe boſom we ſhall all ſoon lie, will 
take no ĩntereſt in the diſputes of her chil- . - 
dren. Think, O revengeful, quarrelſome b 
man, what profit or pleaſure will the gra- 
tification of thy malice and reſentment 
bring thee on the day of thy funeral, and 
when thy friends, after incloſing thy body in 
the cold earth, ſhall bid thee a final farewel! 
In the grave the unjuſt man ſhall not uſe 

| his tongue of malice to do hurt, nor lift up 

his arm of cruelty to wound the innocent; 
and there he who now ſuffers injuſtice, ſhall + 
not hear the falſe reports of him which the 

ſlanderer doth raiſe, nor ſhall he there feel 7 
the exerciſe of tyranny. Go to a church- 
yard, and viſit the tombs of thoſe contend- 
ing parties who lie there in a ſtate of ſo- 
lemn ſilence and forgetfulneſs; and if thy 
heart is capable of being touched, thou 
wilt there receive a leſſon, teaching thee to 
lay aſide all malice and injuſtice and evil- 
ſpeaking. * There the wicked ceaſe from 
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< troubling ;: and there 
5 reſt. There the priſoners reſt together: 
They 6 
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Loe, by be du if leere 
His Revealed Lau. w- 10 295 Mit. 
eitiis-ztizit 10 sd 190 nw 100g 

WE have already ſhown, that it ig the 

. c oice boch of natural ſentiment and 

of reaſon, that men ought to love one ana- 

ther. But Go has not left che obſervance 
of this duty to theſe monitors alone. He 
has enforced tliè obſervance af (this ſacred 
law by ſomething which is ſtill more pal 
pable and ſtriking. He has added the ſo- 
lemn authority and che ſanctions of His 
revealed word. In the holy ſcriptures, we 
ſee the great rules of | brotherly kindneſs 
and charity laĩd don ſo plainly, that they 
cannot be miſtaken. Therein we are 
taught every neceſſary caſe of this duty. 

The authority of Gop's revealed word 

gives very great additional force to the na- 

tive principle of benevolence. Natural 
tee have power over the 
5 70 „ mind, 
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natural ties of unity and affection among 


00 


7 nelrtens 1 


wind, and promp pt men to the exerciſe. of 
| brotherly love, in the calm and tranquil 
ſeaſons of life, when there are no great 
| temptations to be unjuſt + an 
But i in thoſe trying emergencies, -whetein 
| interferences of worldly intereſt do 'hap- . 
pen, or when other cauſes of ſtrife ariſe, 
theſe principles are too often found to he 


unmerciful. 


wanting in ſtrength. They yield the 20 4 


vernment of the mind, too eaſily, to the 


influence: of prejudice and of malice, or uf 
ſelfiſhneſs/and 4 party - 1 pirit. F Go D, who 
* knoweth our frame, and” who . remem- 
et hereth that we are duſt, ſaw that we 
need the aſſiſtance and the ſanctions of a 

promulgated law, containing full evidence 
of Heavenly enactment, to ſtrengthen. the 


brethren ; and with this additional power- 
ful argument for brotherly love He has 
graciouſly favoured us. In His revealed 
word, Gop utters His voice from heaven 
in a manner that tends to ſtrike the ſoul 
with awe. There we ſee the Supreme 
een who gives law to the armies af 
N 


WER Odds 


inter 


Chalk = | BuomunnLy Love. & oy : 
heaven, and to the inhabitants of the earth, 


> His. ſolemn authority. Ther 
we A thar Almighty Governor, whom 


9 to us from above; and command - 
ing us to love one another, and to refrain 


from malice and ſtrife, on the pain of His 


* indignation. and wrath:!“ There we 


hear Him declaring, chat he will ſtretch 
forth His omnipotent arm to puniſh the 


unjuſt and che vnnterifil; and chat = 


| and ny . — 8 


* ed”. His 0 nw pos Pi „iht this a cu 
world, 5 cauſe men co treat e one + another 
properly 2/4 ννν,Eiul 
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lemn exhortations to obſerve the duty of 
brotherly love. Thus Gop ſaid to the 


Jews *, „Thou ſhalt not avenge; nor bear 
* any grüdge againſt the children of thy 
, on but thou ſhalt love thy nei ighbour 

* as thyſelf : Tam the Lonxp.“ Hear our 
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of the earth ought to fear, 
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Therefore, allthingg what! 


5 e that men ſhould do co you, do ye even ſo 0 
10: them: For this is the law and che pro- 
e phets. And the Apoſtle Paul thus ex- 5 

hotteth, ys: Be kindly, affectionate one to 
another, with brotherly love, in honour . 
* preferring one, anot: , Mat 5 1551 put on . 

*-qherafore (as the, cle& of God, holy and 7 
lo d) powels 20 enn kindneſs, 
benen of: mind, meekneſs, long- Wil < 
* ſuffering, forbearing one another, and c 
Ei i forgiving one another, if any man have c 
% quarrel againſt any: une, as CHAMP KK 
« 1 you, ſocalſo do ye. Ar ä 0 
all theſe things, put on is Which. is : 
the bond of perfectneſs. And let the ö 
0 peace of Gop rule in your hearts, to che 
*: which alſo ye are called in one body d t 
Beſides theſe direct and affirmative cont | / 

mands, by which Gp has enforced the t 
obligation to the duty of brotherly io, | 


He bas alſo. enjoined | obedience to it 
5 — #2 | : ; 0 0 by 
 * Matth. vii. 12. + Rom. xii. 10. 

$ Colo. iii. 12, V 
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by the moſt awful threatenings;. judge 


+ what! judgment ye judge, ye Hall be 


judged: and with what meaſure ye mete, 
« it ſhall be meaſured to you again“. 
4 For, if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
« your Heavenly Father will alſo forgive 


„you. But if ye forgive not men their 


* treſpaſſes, neither will your Father for- 

« give your treſpaſſes f.“ Then came 
peter to Him, and ſaid, Log, how 
« oft ſhall my brother ſin againſt me, and 
4 forgive him? Till ſever times? Jesvs 
e ſaid unto him, I ay not unto chee, un- 
© til ſeven times, but until ſeventy, times 
« ſeven 4. See this command further 
illuſtrated, and moſt powerfully. enforced, 
in the parable; of the king who took ac- 


count of his ſervants, which you have in 


the ſubſequent verſes of this ſame chapter. | 
Are not ſuch threatenings well fitted to 
touch the conſciences of men? Do not 
the wenne and the ano read 
FFF 208 
* =o . 4546 12 24) oh Mako 6 
3 Mat, will. 2122. 


WI Av — ABT — io. 


— 


84 - Omicarrons'vo. ; uur 0 


5 1 


and hear them wich trembling? Can th. 


implacable, or thoſe who cenſure their 
| brethren raſhly and uncharitably, be eaſy 


in their minds, when they hear Gop de- 


claring, that, if they ſhall continue to in- 


dulge their unmerciful- and unforgiving 


ſpirit, He will not forgive them? Is the 


gratification of malice and revenge a ſuffi- 
cient compenſation. for's a man I a e his 


own Walk 5 
The example of the bois Stems nn 1 


gives an additional force to theſe: ſacred 


commands of the Divine Law to loye our 
neighbour. The example of CHRIST iö 2 


mixture of precept and of inſtruction. He 


having been ſent to teach men the true 
ay of ſalvation, His example is to be 
conſidered as a command to us to imitate 
Him, as well as a rule of direction, thew- = 
ing us how we ought to walk. Therefore, 
conſider well the nature of that example of 


brotherly kindneſs and charity which 


CurisT has ſer before us. He loved 


mankind in a perfect degree. His love 


to us had not the leaſt grain of alloy. No 


8 


2 
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particle of ſelächnet or of: revenge was 

mixed with His love. It was pure and 

invincible. It led Him to ſuffer the moſt 
grie vous things upon our account, and to 

die for us. No inſtances of ingratitude 
could cool the ardour of his affection. No 
injurious treatment could ſtop the current 
of his love. To the moſt amiable tender 
neſs and ſenſibility of heart he joined the 
moſt active and the moſt laborious exer- 
tions in healing thoſe who had bodily dii- 
eaſes, in preaching the goſpel to the poor 
and the unlearned, and in forming in men 
that temper and that courſe of life, which 
is conducive to their preſent happineſs; 
and introductory to their: final ſalvation: 
He has ſet before us an example of for- 
giveneſs which is perfectly great and mag- 
nanimous. Such was his ſenſibility . of 
heart to the diſtreſſes of mankind, that he 
ſhed tears of ſympathy with the afflicted, 
even in thoſe caſes wherein he knew chat 
the cauſe of their ſorrow was ſoon to be 
removed. He loved the ſouls of men moſt 
W - and he bewailed the ſpi- 
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able. Them he warmly admoniſhed, and | 
for them he fervently prayed : As he ap- 


Ats miſeries daha gi äg deſirus | 
tion of the thoughtleſs and the irreclaims 


proached near to Jeruſaſem, and reflected 


upon its '3rpending deſtruction, he wept 


over it, ſaying; O. Jeruſalem, Jeruſa- 


4 jem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and 
| &, YORI them who. are ſent unto thee; 


how often would I hate gathered th 


5 children together even as a hen ga- 
* thereth her chickens under her wings, 


« and ye v would: not!“ He loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins, in his 
% gwn blood!“ „ This is my com- 


+: mandment, chat ye love one another 
„Ag I have loved you. Greater lot 
e hath no man than this, 3 man hay | 

* down his life for his friends .“ Did 
our love to one another reſemble, in 
any moderate degree, that. where with the 
Lord Jesvs Cuxisr hath loved us, then 


would chat golden age of ſweet Peace and | 


eee aa 
; 2 15 - 


8 Mat. xxiii. 37. + John xv. 12, 13. 8 
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philoſophers a and of which the 
poets ſung . Then would there be'a literal 


fulfilment of the anoient prophecy of chat 


harmony and gentleneſs of manners, which 


were to be characteriſtioabof the Meſſiahꝰs 


reign. Thel wolf: alfo: hail: dwell owith 
the lamb; anch the leopard ſhall lie'down 
* with the kid 0 and the ealf, and the 


<« young lion, and the vag g per 


« little child ſhalb lead chem.? 
- By whole authority are cheſe commande, 
to love our neighbour, given? Who is He 


that is ſpeaking to us in theſe precepts to 
love one another, and in this bright and 


affecting example of our LORD Jxsus 


CnrIsT'?: Gop Hiimſelf is thereby ſpeak/ 
ing to us. Can there be a higher autho» 
rity than this? Can any obligation to the 


obſervance of this duty be conceived of a 


more ſolemn” nature, than that which is 
conſtituted byia voce from above; ſpeak- 
ing to us in à written mandate, which co- 
operates with natural ſentiment and with 
the dictates of our own reaſon, command 


en &. © 


contemn thoſe laws which Heaven. has re- 
vealed, for the: purpoſe of ir 


. lavey | 
and of ſhewing us more diſtinctly what it 


conſiſts in? Doſt thou tremble, O man, 


when an earthly ſuperior threatens, anỹd 
doſt thou run to execute his orders, and 


yet ſhall the LoRx ůUDJAHOVARH call unto thee, 
and thou wilt not anſwer Him! Shall He ut- 


ter His voice, and thou art deaf to what He 
faith? Shall the Monarch of the Univerſe be 


command, without receiving obedience 
from His creatures? Are even great men 
afraid of the frowns of an earthly prince; 
and ſhall they, nevertheleſs, treat with/a 


moſt ſhameful and a moſt impious indif+ 


ference the laws of Him who made heaven 
and earth, and to whom all the kings of 


this world are nothing but dependent ſub- 


jects? Shall we venture to tranſgreſa ſuch 
plain and obligatory edicts of heaven? 
Shall we dare to > hate, and 1 to input our 

3 fellow 


ing us do lots, one. 3 la a A 
8 will be regarded by us, if we ſhall 
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> 
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caller ar. in the very face of thoſe . 


ſtrict commands which Almighty. Gop 


has given us to love, and to do good to, 


ch. meraster Love. : % 


one another? If we do an unjuſt action to 


our neighbour, if we ſpeak evil of him 


without good cauſe, or if we bear any. 
grudge againſt him, and wiſh evil to him 


in our hearts, the Loxp will not hold us 


guiltleſs. We are chargeable with the 


guilt of diſobeying one of His ſacred laws, 


tant in its nature, and 
with the tenor of which he has made ua 


which is moſt impoi 


fully acquainted. Love to mankind muſt 
neceſſarily be a duty of the greateſt ĩmpor- 


ho 


* 
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tance to our own beſt intereſts, and a thing 


moſt ſacred in the eye of Heaven, -fince 


Gop has made ſo many ſolemn laws con- 
cerning it, and which He has accompanied 


vwich the mpſt awful and affecting . 5 
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A matikind PETS to und 4 
ſelves as being brethren, becauſe they 
are all the children of Gop, who is che 
Supreme Creator and Father: of All.” | 
Bur Chriſtians are brethren in a ſenſe that | 
is new and peculiar, We are the children | 
of Gop through the grace of a peculiar | 
and Heavenly adoption. This is a ground 
of affectionate brotherhood, which ſtrengrh- | 
ens the natural ties of love to thoſe of dur 
own ſpecies. The word, Brother, conveys - 
the idea of mutual and reciprocal affection; | 
and it has always a reference to the parent, | 
ho is the ſource of the relation, and the 
centre of that reciprocal love. The rela- 
tion of a brother, our mother's ſon, has 
| hh 


1 
) : 
F 
! N 
ind 
4 
= 
Mi 
1 
11 
14 
: 
$4 
1 
1 
1144 
g 
1 
i 
j 
1 
i} 
17 
! 
if] 
i 
| 
| 
11 


. as we ß ccc 


1 ROTHERLY Lors. 5 or 


ad been Gase 28 bali a ene | 
of love which 1 is natural and ſtrong. Chil» . 
dren of the ſame family are always ſup- 
poſed, from the principle of natural affec- 
tion, to live in a ſtate of warm friendfbip 
with each other; and every inſtance of 
the contrary is Rectal unnatural and 
baſe. The parents being the common 
centre of the children's love and n 
that circumſtance, joined with their ha- 
ving lived together in their infancy, and 
with their having been educated under 
the ſame inſpection, and with their placing 
a mutual confidence in the affection of the 
parents, is, among virtuous children, a tie 
of affection which is ſtrong and laſting. 
From this family- relation proceed many 
ſweet emotions of ſympathetic joy in the 
Caſe of the whole, or of any one, receiving 
the bleſſings which flow from the ſmiles 
of propitious Heaven, and from thence 
proceed many tender feelings of ſympa- 
| thetic grief on account of reciprocal afflic- 
tions and adverſe occurrences. The ſame 
reaſoning by holds equally true, in the caſe of 
G VV 
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love ſubſi L \ 


| among the 1 of Goo 1 


in general. "He i is the Great Original Pa- | 
rent, from whom all mankind ſprung. 


Men are His family, whom He created and 
preſerves, and whom He loves, and over 


whom He preſides as a gracious and kind 


Father. He is the common centre of the 


affection and truſt of all His children; and 


no earthly parent can love his family wich 


| ſuch a degree of affection, as 0G where. | ; | 
with Gop loveth us. 


In the caſe of Chriſtians, * are ate. | 
children of 'Gop, or they are brethren, i in 


a ſenſe that is peculiar and moſt endear - 
ing. By a peculiar act of free grace we 
are Gop's, adopted children, or we are 


made partakers of many glorious privi- 


leges, in which the reſt of mankind do not 


ſhare with us. Upon the Chriſtian church 


| peculiar marks of the Divine. favour are 
beſtowed. In God's great houſchold on 


earth, Chriſtians hold the foremoſt rank 
in reſpect of honour and of favour. Thus 


faith St Peter in his General Epiſtle to che 


9 6 4 : a 2 
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Ch. ww. 


Chriſtian churches, « But ye ard a ch 
« ſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an 


* a 2 ” 5 


* 2 


— 


holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 


ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of Him; | 

| © who hath called you out of darkneſs in- 
4 to His marvellous light: who in time Ef 
* paſt were not a people, but are now the 


« people of 'Gop.” Although ©'Gop is 
no reſpecter of perſons :- but in every 


nation, he that feareth Him, and work 

eth righteouſneſs, is accepted with 

* Him: : Although He knoweth thoſe, 
in every age and nation of the world, who 


are poſſeſſed of that candour and fimpli- 


E city of heart, which would have diſpoſed 


them to embrace the doctrine of the Go- 


ſpel, if the evidence of its truth and di- 


vine authority had been ſet before them, 


and whom, therefore, He will treat accor- 


ding to their ! integrity of heart, and will 


graciouſly make allowance for their want 
of better information, yet thoſe who enjoy 


the lighr of the Goſpel, are a people more 


9 favoured of the Loxp.” We have a 
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more ab and ſatisfying view of ths 50 8 


5 the method and the certaiꝑty of the Di- 
vine forgiveneſs being promiſed to be 


1y Ghoſt; and we enjoy more glorious 


degree in which the knowledge of true 


racer and government of Gob. We know 


granted to thoſe who repent of -their ſins, 
We know the certainty of our rectiving 
the aſſiſtance and the comforts of the Ho- 


hopes than others. In proportion to the 


religion is capable of improving and re- 
Joicing the heart, in the ſame. proportion 
are Chriſtians a people more bleſſed, and 
are more highly favoured than the reſt of 
mankind. Since we Chriſtians enjoy ſuch 
advantages as are fitted to render us a more 
holy people than others, if we improve 
theſe benefits to the purpoſe of ſalvation, 
on earth the LoxD will ſmile upon us with | 
peculiar marks of His favour, and in Hea- ; 
ven He will raiſe us to the higheſt ſeats of 
glory. For, as in the caſe of improvement 
in the ſpiritual life, ſo alſo in the caſe of | 
exaltatian to ſuperior rank and glory in 
the Heavens, «0 1 that hath ſhall 
c be 


Ch. w. | BroTHFRLY Lon. 


ate be giren, and he ſhall have ore and . 
6 dance £551 wh”; 
Theſe more hr ai VETIE hich the 
| goſpel gives of the goodneſs and merey of 
the LoRD our GopDy are a proper ground of 
a more ardent degree of love to Him, and 
_ conſequently of a greater degree of love to his 
children. He is the object of reverence and 
of love and cruſt, and of all our ſweeteſt and 
beſt affections. His parental grace appears to 
the Chriſtian world, in a light in which no 
other people ever did, or can, view it. He 
not only beſtows all our temporal mercies, 
but, by the light of the Chriſtian doctrine, 
we alſo behold Him diſpenſing ſuch ſpi- 
ritual gifts and bleſſings, as are a firm Z 
ground of our conſolation and hope. Here 7} 
we are in a courſe of trial and diſcipline, = 
that we may be fitted for worſhipping and 
obeying Him on the earth, and for enjoy- 
ing Him: eternally in the Heavens. Here 
we are in His ſchool of holineſs, and He 
furniſhes us with every neceſſary means 
of a ſpiritual education and of improve- 
ment, and He men, provides what- 
3 „ 


” 
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He has promiſed to ond us in "hw Hints | 
to the manfions of glory. From this ſtate, 
Which ib a mixture of enjoyments and of 
ſufferings. He has promiſed to bring all che 
righteous to that glorious world, where 

- their happineſs ſhall be perfect and ever- 
laſting. Thus CHRIST comforted his diſ- 
ciples, ſaying *, Let not your heart be 
4 troubled: ye believe in God, believe alſo 
„jn me. In my Father's houſe are manyỹx 

$6 manſions; - if it were not ſo, 1 would have | 
1 nn * 1 80 to Prepare a place for 
ml his lee es and chiefeſt joy; and 
from this glorious centre of His chil- | 
drens affection proceeds a ſweet tie of 
their love to one another. In Him we | 
put our truſt, and we depend upon 
Him for our all. To Him we look for 
protection and happineſs, and for conſola- 
tion to our children and our friends, hk 
well as to ourſelves. He is their guardian 
and patron as well as ours. He is our God ö 
and their God. he: is the God of departed | 
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ch. IV. 
| ſouls, as well as ef thols whowe aim on the | 


earth. From Him the paſt gen 


ations of 


men do ſtill receive the enjoytent of ex- 
che righteous,” Who have left this, world, 


are with Himfelf in paradiſe. Him, there- 
fore, the weeping parent conſiders as the 
kind guardian of his departed child, whom _ 
his eyes behold no more. By che eye of 
Chriſtian, faith, the affectionate and ſor- 
rowful mother views her dear infant, of 


whom death had depri ved her, as being 


watched over, and graciouſly treated, by 
her Father in Heaven. The pious man, 
whoſe conſort is ho more, and the diſcon- 
folate widow, who believes in CHRIST, do 


each receive eomfort from the hope of their 
deceaſed partner being with Gop. Him 


the grieved child conſiders as the Gop and | 
permanent friend of his indulgent parents, 


_ whoſe remains he has laid in the duſt. 
In His preſence the living hope to Wee 13 


again wich their departed friends. 
In God, therefore, the ſweeteſt andthe beſt 


affeckierie of whe hearts of all his people are 
| placed, In Him our wc do all meet as in 


: | Td TE their 


che centric es of ole love and x trul a. e 
derive from this confideration 
of brotherly union and Bide: The veryxß 
e xerciſe of love to Gop ſoftens ST. 
and renders it the more ſuſceptible of the 
benevolent feelings. Hence one great rea- 
ſon why Gop has commanded us to pray 
to Him, and to praiſe Him, is to ſoften the 
heart, that it may become the more ſuſcep» | 
tible of the tender and benevolent feelings, | 
Our devotional exerciſes can make no ad „ 
dition either to His glory or to His hap» 
pineſs ; but as they are expreſſions of our 
love to Him, the Father of all, ſo they are 
engagements to the love of aur brethren, 
who are all His children. His — 
of goodneſs to all His children is a ſtrong 
obligation to their loving one another. 

Since He takes a gracious intereſt in all 
His children, ſo ought we to be kind to 
them all, and intereſted in their condition- 
If we love Him, we will love all our bre- 
thren, for His ſake. Love to them is the 
beſt evidence of our piety toward him. 


* He that dwellech in love, dwelleth in 
5 | | c God, 
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co. 


1 God, and God in him * When „ 
jure any of our brethren, we do injuſtice 
to one who is equally related to Gop with 
ourſelves, and one to whom He is a guar- 
dian, and to whom He ſhews mercy and 
loving kindneſs. If we injure one of our 
fellow-chriſtians, we do injuſtice to an 
adopted child of Gop, and a member of 
the true church. Shall we he proud and 
inſolent, ſince Gop treats all His children 
with the moſt gracious condeſcenſion? 
Shall we be averſe from forgiving: thoſe, 
whom He willingly pardons, when they 
repent? - In proportion to the degree in 
which we Chriſtians are enabled to diſcern 
more clearly than others, God's parental 
goodneſs and grace, in the ſame-proportion 
are we bound to love all our brethren with 
a greater warmth and conſtancy of affection. 
Again, the mutual relation which Chri- 
ſtians have to the Lord Jz8Vs CHRIST, 
the Saviour of the world, is a new and a 
_ ſtrong additional argument for their loving 
one another. 0 relation of diſcipleſhip 
has 
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has been ißt confidebed 
bee g of good brotherhood and of kind 


are Pome by the ſame mater to l * 2 


of the Logp Jus CarmsT, in GN we | 
are all equally intereſted, the great things 


beaſts to be the ſeal of its n By 
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It is natural for Tcholars-who 


another. The high char 


which he has done for each of our ſouls, 


and the things which he is ſtill doing for 

us, direct the thoughts of every Chriſtian 
to him as the channel of our acceſs to 
_ Gop, and as the medium of our obtaining 


the forgiveneſs of our fins, and eternal life. 
He is our divine inſtructor. He is the 
light of the world.” By the ſhedding of 

his blood, he has ſealed the promiſes 
which Gop made to the fathers, and by 


"the prophets. He is our mercy-ſeat, 


Through him is publiſhed our covenant- 
relation to Gop, and the promiſe of a bleſ- | 
ſed immortality. He is the Mediator of a 
covenant which contains the promiſe of 


far better things than the temporal bleſ- 
ſings of the old covenant; and which, 


therefore, required only the blood of flain 
his 


ch. Baer naar Love 19% : 


his riſing again from the dead, * gave 
the firſt ſenſible evidence of the reſurrec- 
tion of the body. He has taken poſſeſſion 
of the everlaſting manfions in our name; 
and to him is committed the final judge- | 
ment of the world. In this divine perfor 
we Chriſtians profeſs to believe; and by 
our faith in him we are a ſeparate and diſ- 
tinct religious ſect. We have one Lord, 


and we have one faith. Our religious 


creed is the ſame. We are all the diſciples 

of one Maſter. Therefore, let us love one 
another for the ſake of our common Ma- 
ſter. For the honour of bis religion, 
which imad File of charity, let us 
not hate nor quarrel with one another. 
For the ſake of that bleſſed ſtate of perfect 
friendſhip which is the ground of our beſt 
hopes, let us ſtrive to taſte the firſt fruits 
of it here hy our living in harmony toge- 
ciples of our common Lord, who has ra- 
ken poſſeſſion of heaven in our name. 

With much earneſtneſs did he wiſh chat | 
his diſciples would live together i in peace 


and 


7 
i 
'$+ 
hook 
i# Fl 
2 
eh 
41 { 
os - 
[ 
1 
11 
11 
0 
a 
8 33} 
+fL 34 
8 312 
* 3 . 
1 
{if 
£1 
14 
j 
if 
, 
3} 
i of 
| 5 
' : 
| | 
* 
Tt 


=_ 
— — eee —xp — z:«4c«%c„ͤ„ͤcłck„4éé?ẽ ͤ «4 — ĩð(v„„ĩ“! — — - — — =o — — 
- * — = = — — I = — — * — 5 2 — - ny 
— — ee * z = 7 Aga. wo > — - — n — —<wciroes was — MS 
[OCs — Bens > FO — —— — — —— Wafer HS + oy gx — ” — * - = —— — APY Amer 6 
1 " 


— => WS ——— SEA a> —2—U— 
" — 
1 ———— . Ps 1 
* 


5 You . | Opta64mons- ve 


on the evening before he ſuffered, for the 


keep through thine own. name thoſe 


as being both a real benefit to ourſelves, 


gree. Accordingly, the ſtrong mutual 


| mitive 


and love. He even 8 to bu Father] 


union of his followers *. - Holy I 


„hom thou haſt given me, that they 


85 4 may be one as we are. Neither pray +] 
E for theſe alone, but for them alſo who 


6 ſhall believe on me through their word; 


4 That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 


© ther, art in me, and I in thee, that they | 
« alſo. may be one in us: that the world 

© may believe that thou haſt ſent me.” 
From: this part of his interceſſory prayer, 


we ſee that he who knew. what is in man; 


and what is moſt conducive to our real fe- 
licity, conſidered our love to one another 


and as giving to the world one of the beſt 


evidences of chat religion having come 


from Gon, which is capable of — 1 
this bleſſed effect in ſuch an eminent de- 


friendſhip. which ſubfiſted among the pri- 
ihriſtians, N 19 80 attention af 


i . John xvii. 11, 20. 
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thoſe heachens among; whom they lived; 


and extorted applauſe from them. 84. 
4 hold,” | ſaid they, how theſe Chriſtians 
love one another.“ Our Saviour him- 


ſelf has told us, that brotherly love is the 
very badge, or the moſt eminent diſtinc- 

tion, of our Chriſtian character. By this 
& ſhall all men know that ye are my diſ- 


« ciples, if ye have love one to another“ .““ 


Beſides thoſe intreaties and commands 


vrhich our Sa vioun has uſed, with a view 


to make us love one another, he has urged 

the neceſſity and the importance of obſer- 
ving this duty, by arguments which are 
quite peculiar to his religion. That he 


might ſhew us, that true benevolence of 
ſoul is one of the beſt means of ſecuring 
bis friendſhip, he has ſaid, that, if we 
ſhall do any act of kindneſs, however 


ſmall, to our brethren, from the conſi- 
deration of their being his diſciples, | 
he will confider'that good office as being 


_ to himſelf, * And whoſoever ſhall | 


give to drink unto one aha _ little 
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1 ones, 4 3 cold water . the | 
2 name of a difeiple, verily, I fay.unto : 
„vou, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his ze- 
ward. In like manner, in his de- 
Eription of the Laft Judgment he | repre» | 

_ ſents a kind and merciful temper as being 
the ground of mens beſt plea, when they 
ſtand before his tribunal 3 and he repre- 
ſents a cruel and unmerciful diſpoſition as 
being that which will be one chief cauſe 
of the condemnation of the wicked. 
5 When the Son of man ſhall come in his 
glory, and all the haly angels with him, 
then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his 
1 glory. And before him ſhall be gather | 
* ed all nations; and he ſhall ſeparate 
them from one another, as a ſhepherd | 

. ee ſheep from the goats: and 
dhe ſhall ſer the ſheep on his right hand, 
« but the goats on the left. Then ſhall } 
the King ſay unto them on his right 
80 hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, | 
* inherit the kingdom prepared for yon 
« from the foundation of the world. | 
c 2 er 1 
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| « ] wag ad hungred, and ye gave me meat: 0 


« I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: 
« 1 was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: 
Naked, and ye cloathed me ; I was ſick; 
and ye viſited me: 515 Was. in priſon, 
and ye came unto me. Then ſhall the 
* righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed 
thee? or thirſty, and gave thee drink? 
When ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took 


| * thee in? or naked, and cloathed thee? 


Or when ſaw we thee ſick or in priſon; 
and came unto thee? And the King 


« ſhall anſwer, and lay unto them, Verily 


I ay unto. you, Inaſmuch as ye have 
* done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my 
* brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
* Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the 
* left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For I was an 
5 3 and ye gave me no meat: I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink: 
I was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in: 
Naked, and ye clothed me not: Sick, 
1 and | 
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and in priſon, and ye viſited me not 
Io $6: © Then ſhall they alſo anſwer him, ſaying, 
Lord, when we ſaw we'thee an bungred, 
2 ede or a ſtranger, or naked, or lick, 

or in priſon, and did not miniſter unt 
Wi Ache ? Then ſhall he anſwer them, ſay- 
ing, Verily, I ſay unto you, Inaſmuck 
* as ye did it not to one of the leaſt of 
e theſe, ye did it not to me. And theſe 
hall go away into everlaſting piſs | 
ment: but the righteous into life eter- 
nal *.“ In theſe paſſages of ſacred Scrip-· 
ture, taken from the mouth of our 84 
vroun himſelf, do we not ſee arguments 
for the exerciſe of brotherly love; which | 
are of mighty force? Do we not ſes ſoine- 
thing here, which ſpeaks moſt powerfully 
to the heart? They are words which muſt | 
have a pleaſant ſound in the ears of the 
humane and the charitable; but they muſt 
be a voice of terror to the unmerciful and 
the unjuſt. They muſt touch moſt ſen 
fibly every one who believes in a future 
MO: with Gop. 5 Divine In 


telling us, that our falyation itſelf depends 
ng the exerciſe of a merciful ſpirit. 
But there is, in theabove-quoted paſſages, 
an argumentfor brotherlylove, which muſt 
touch the ſoul of every believer. with a 
peculiar degree of force. The very men- 
tion of it melts the ſoul. into tenderneſs. 
By doing merciful acts to your fellow- 
_ chriſtians, from the conſideration of their 
being the diſciples of the Loxp Jzsvs, 
and holding the ſame relation to him 
in which ye ſtand, ye ſhew him kindneſs 
and affectionate regards. He is abſent 
from you in reſpect of his bodily pre- 
ſence; and, therefore, ye cannot entertain 
him at your houſe, as Lazarus did, nor 
can ye ſhew him any act of perſonal kind- 
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any of your beneficent actions. But are 


of his diſciples, who have need of your 
charity and compaſſion? By loving chem, 


* 1 neſs 


hv | Hnoruonry, Len. toy : 
rude: and Judge of the, atk w 


_ neſs. He needs not your friendſhip, nor 


ye not glad to know, that ye can ſtill thew ' 
him friendſhip and mercy in the perſon 


and by doing them good, ye ſhew kind- 
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neſs and love to their Lord: a_ 


Loxv, to their Saviour and your 8a- 


vroukx. Doſt thou preten to be à Chris 


ſtian, and yet doſt not feel the force of 


this motive to be kind and merciful to 


choſe, eſpecially, who have the ſame rela- 


10 chou haſt to the Sow of Gop? 


If this argument was ſeen in its Proper 


light, and if it was confidered wil 


that 


degree of attention which it deſerves, it is 
of itſelf ſufficient to unite the affections of 


all thoſe who call themſelves by the ſame 


formly treat one another with kindneſs | 
and brotherly love. Therefore, hear chis 
argument, all ye maſters, that thoſe ho 
ſerve you, may no longer have any 
juſt reaſon to complain of your treating 
them with a harſh and an unmerciful ſpi- 
rit. Hear it, all ye who are ſet over ap- 
prentices and workmen, that ye may not 
be hard and unmerciful taſk-maſters. 


Hear it, all ye who 8 vern a family, that 


no member thereof may be made unhap- 
5 7 by 925 bad 3 and by your over- 
| bearing 


AWWWWWGGGGGGG ak 


X 


a juſt proportion of the fr 


JJ 8 


| 2 * yl 1 | a 8 | < : | | 

bearing ſpirit. + Hear it, all 5e pro- 
8 a 

prietors of houſes and lands, that injuſ- 


bours. Hear it, all ye who preſide over 


it of their la- 


hoſpitals and priſons, that the unhappy 


perſons who are ſhut up therein, may be 
more humanely treated than they com- 
monly are, and more attentively conſider- 


ed in the light of being our fellow- creatures. 


Hear it, ye generals of armies, and ye ad- 


mirals of fleets, that no influence of a 


party - ſpirit, nor effeminacy and want of 
courage, nor avarice and want of atten- 


tion to the health and welfare of thoſe 


whom ye command, and who get you 


your fame, and your victories, may cauſe 


you to throw away the lives of your fel- 
low- creatures, for whom mercy pleads, 


and whom the principle of brotherly love 
ought to impel you ta. take every neceſ- 


ſary precaution to ſave. If ye are poſſeſſed 
of the principle of benevolence, ye will take 


good careof their health and morals, and ye 


— 
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will 166k well to every circumſtance: 
their ſtate. Hear it, all ye governors of 
iſlands and provinces.” To you I ſpeak 1 
with the ſeriouſneſs and with the friends ! 
ſhip'of one, who is much. conce ned for 
the happineſs of his fellow-creatures, and 
for the ſalvation of your fouls. If ye gos 
vern with mercy, and give righteous judges 
ment, many will have reaſon to bleſs. you 
on earth; and great will be your reward 
in a furure ſtate. But if ye are guilty of 
extortions, and if ye are.cruel and oppreſ- 

. five to thoſe under your government, ter- 
Tible will be your doom, when Gop ſhall | 
come to reckon with you! The wealth 
which you have accumulated, by a moſt 
_ unjuſt and cruel exerciſe of government, 
will ſtand you in no ſtead, when CHRIST 
“ ſhall be ſeen coming in the clouds of 
* Heaven, in power and great glory, and 
* all the holy angels with him, to ſit in 
judgment upon the unrighteous and the 
unmerciful. Therefore, inſtead of oppreſ- 
| fing thoſe whom you are appointed to go- 
vern, look humanely into the ſtate of the 


pooreſt 
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pooreſt and meaneſt whodvell in the pro- 
vinces over which you preſide. Hear it, 
ye miniſters of religion, who: 0 h over 
the ſouls of others, which are of greater 
value than the whole world. Hear it, all 
ye Kings, on the wiſdom and mercy of 
whoſe reign the happineſs of ſo many 
thouſands of ou! a creatures de- 
pendds. 
Beſides the motives to ca love, 
which we derive from the example and 
_ precepts of CHRIST, there is ſomething in 
the very nature of his whole doctrine, 
which is moſt wiſely and moſt graciouſly 
calculated to promote a temper of love and 
of friendſhip among all his followers. 
Thus the doctrine of his being the pro- 
* pitiation for our ſins, or that of his 
death being a declaration of divine mercy 
to the penitent, is a ſtrong argument for 
the exerciſe of mutual love. Every one 
of your fellow- creatures is, in a certain 
degree, ennobled by the circumſtance of 
_ CurIsT having died for him. For the 
pooreſt and the meaneſt he ſhed his precious 
H 4: ::. :- Sod. 
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treating them with kindneſs 


from which forme! judaizing Chriſtian, 


ak periſh,” that is, take ne at cs chu. 


your not doing hurt to ij your fellows 
ereatures, ſince they are of ſo much value 
in the eye of Heaven! Have you not a 


ſtrong reaſon. for loving them, and for 


much reſpect, ſince Cur1s'r : AE 
and even died for them! This is the very 
argument which St Paul uſes for our not 


giving offence to any of dur brethren, 


even in matters of indifference. Thus, in 
the caſe of taking certain kinds of meat, 


through weakneſs and ſuperſtition, ima- 


gined that their fellow-chriftians ought to 
abſtain, that great and ; venerable at tic 
of the Gentiles ſaid to thoſe who were 
better informed, and did eat thoſe meatl, 


« But if thy brother be grieved with thy 


meat, now walkeſt thou not charitably. 


„ Deſtroy not him with thy meat, fr 


<. whom Chriſt died *.“ Again, W 


„ thy knowledge, ſhall the weak 


1 75 Rom. xiv. 15. 


. 
ch. II. BrOTHERLY Lows, ay | 
cian-religiony*'for hows Crit died * „ 
Even with the Holy Sacrament of the 
Supper, which is deſigned to be the ſolemn 
commemoratien of his death, ChRIST um 
adduced a powerful argument for che mu- 
wal love of his followers. In chis holy 
ordinance there is a ſweet. communion of 
the ſaints. Therein they have a ſpiritual i 
fellowſhip with one another. In the reli- 
gious act of communicating an agreeable 
equality prevails among all the different 
ranks and orders of Chriſtians. There the 
high and the low, the rich and the poor 
ſit together as friends and brethren, and 
as mutual ſharers in the bleſſings of the 
covenant of grace. At his holy table, and 
in his preſence, his diſciples ſit together in IEEE 
a happy ſtate of ſpiritual union; and every 
communicant makes profeſſion of his heart 
being full of love to all his brethren. All 
confeſs that malice is inconſiſtent with the 
right performance of this ſacred duty. He 
wants the garment ſuitable to the ſacred 
feaſt, 3 not ſincere love to his fellow 
e oh. | cliriſtigns, 


+ 1 Cor. viii. 11. 
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©. the commu 


cup of bleſſing which we bleG,isit it not 
of the blood of Chriſt? 
* The breall which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Chriſt ? For 
*. we being many are one bread, and ons 
* body, for we are all . of aq 


11101. 


one bread “. ee 


Moreover, we Chriſtians 8 a . I 
fal motive to love one another, from the 
conſideration of our mutual hopes. By 
profeſſion and hope we are citizens of the 
New Jeruſalem. We are invited, by the 
grace of the new covenant, to dwell in hea- 
ven. Thither we all profeſs to bend our 


Io the enjoyment of that incorruptible in- 
heritance, to the hope of which we are be- 


gotten through the reſurrection of Curt | 


from the dead, we all profeſs to aſpire. 
On the bleſſed coaſt, where angels and *the 


* ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 


* x Cor. x. 16. 
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From this ſtate of diſap ou 
cares and grief, we hope to be carried ſoon 
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their dwelling; we all hope ſoon _ arrive. | 
atments.and.of 


to that * reſt which remaineth to the people 
of God.” In every age, and in the. caſe of 
the heathens as well as of Chriſtians, thoſe 
who are cotemporaries may be. ſaid to be 
fellow-travellers ' to the future inviſible 
ſtate, But the vnenlightened nations know 
not ſo well as we whither they are going. 
The bulk of them are,. and always have 


been, in a ſtate of great uncertainty whe- 


ther there be another life after this, and 
many of them, deny the reality of it alto» 
gether. But we know the certainty of a 
future ſtate; © For Cyr18T hath aboliſhed 
death, and broughr life and. immortality 
* to light.” We know that, at the death 
of the body, the ſoul returns to.Gop, and, 
in the caſe of the righteous, 1 is placed in a 
ſtate of happineſs, which is perfect and e- 
verlaſting. Hear the argument by which 


our SAVIOUR proved to che Sadducees the 
certainty of a reſurrection and of a future 
ſtate ; © But as touching the reſurrection 
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of the dead, have ye be rend: h hs 


be according to His abundant mercy, hath 


© the reſurrection of Chriſt from tl e dead, 
* to. an inheritance incorruptible, and u 


« time *. In that future ſtate of happi- 
neſs to witch the righteous ſhall be raiſed, 


they ſhall behold Gop in all His original | 


glory, and they ſhall be where CHR15T is. 


* v4.44 , 2 8 — 2 


as ſpoken unto you by God, ſaying, 14 
am the God of Abraham, and the G 2 | 
© of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob? God | 
ig not the God of the dead; but of th = 
« lving®. » Again, Blefſed be the God | 
& and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who | 


- 


© begotten us again unto a lively hope, by | 


* defiled, and that fadeth not away, reſer- J 
2 ved in heaven for you; who are kept by 

* the power of God, through faith unto 
* falvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt 


They ſhall be aſſociated with the worthy | 
and the benevolent of every age; with all 
thoſe who have © come from the eaſt and 
0 * from the weſt, aud wum the dort and 


ſtate, even we Chriſtians now ſee through 
« a glaſs darkly,” 
part,“ yet fo much is revealed to us as is 
both a ſure ground of our hope, and a 


therly love. Heaven is the region of per⸗ 
fect peace and harmony. There malice and 


take up his abode. No tale-bearer, no back» 
biter or ſlanderer is there. From the hap» 


whoſe hearts are cemented by eternal Love, 
| the diſturbers of the repoſe: of mankind 


1 ; 


to the happy manſions of 


ch W. Brorneary Loft, ing 


6 (nes the ſourhy' ant” have 2 dowis in 
4 the kingdom of God.“ 007% BY ang 
Therefore; though in inreſpet aff a future 


and now know but in 
ſtrong argument for the exerciſe of bro- 


ſtrife are things quite unknown. There no ; 
unjuſt or malicious perſon is allowed to 


py ſociety of pure and benevolent ſpirits, 


will be for ever excluded., The malicious 
and the revengeful have no right to aſpire 
iſloluble 
mene 4 There ſhall in nowiſe enter 
* into it any thing chat defileth, neither 

© whatſoever worketch abomination, or ma- 

: keth a lie: but they who are written in 
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gument be ſtronger than this for the Ster. 


diſpenſably nece 


me Gospel. He who eſfends in his ee 
point, fruſtrates, with reſpect to himſelf, 


n 

— 8 = = - 
wa. = 
— 


the voice of diſcord ſhall never be hea 


er the goſpel: gives, we alſo. 


| _ Hilnndſhins: of the righteous is not imi 


oP begun. . They will meet again in 


che Lamb's book of lifes . Can any a 


eiſe of mutual love? This temper: is in- 
Iary to our having the 
ſmalleſt ray of hope, reſpecting the Welfare | 
of the ſoul after death. Wichout che tem- 
per of good- will to all our brethren, ve | 
can lay claim to none of the ; promiſes of 


the whole gracious deſign of che Chriſtian | 
diſpenſation. But he who lives in the tem- 
per of fincere love to manki nd, flowing | 
from faith in the: Goſpel and in its promi 
ſes, is preparing himſelf for aſſociating with 


thoſe happy ſpirits above, among whom | 


From this pleafing view of a future bar 
the friendſhips of good men will be.ever- | 
laſting.. The ſweetneſs of the mD 


to this preſent life. Their friendſhi 0 ps ate | 


heaven, | 
. Rev. ri. 1 


heaven, and "ii thire renew e 


„h affe tion, che joys of which will not be 
chere allayed, as it is often here, by the 
„ pain. of reciprocal” fympathy with each 


ſeparation. There wonted friends and 


they will never part again. Their mutual 
| love will continue; and it will be. ſtill im- 


proving in the {ſweetneſs of greater perfec- 


think” of this, and be comforted; © But 
would not have you to bei ignorant, bre- 
*thren,' concerning them which are aſleep, 
— ye ſorrow not, even as otherswho have 


of faith in the bleſſed diſcoveries which the 
goſpel has made to us, light would ariſe 
in darkneſs,” and our ſorrows would be 


we commonly find them to be. If we un- 


and 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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rings; and by the grief of a 


kinſmen will recogniſe each other; and 


tion through endleſs ages. Let the weep- 
ing parent and the diſconſolate widow 


no hope.“ If we had a ſufficient degree 


much fewer, and more eaſily borne, than 


derſtod the nature of our holy religion, ſo 
as to feel the true ſpirit of ic, we would not 
allow the —_—_ intereſts of this world, 
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ant l thuſe piriful grau 

offers Kü denen er sd vich one 1 
to extinguiſi, or even to cool, the natur! 
and pleaſing flame of brotherly. Findnek,,. 
What are we here but pilgrims and 
&«:{trangers; : as all our Fathers. were?” | 
6 hie life is only a preparation fur 
à⁊ more happy and a more exalted ſtate 
of being. We are fellow-travellers to the 
_ regions of everlaſting harmony and glory. 

During the courſe of our Journey, we bave | 
much need'/of each other's good counſel and 
friendſhip and aſſiſtance. Therefore, % 
dus not fall out by the way. Qur Jour- 
ney will ſoon be finiſhed 3-- and; therefbre 
the grounds af preſent ſtrife will quickly be 
removed. Every cauſe of difference, which | 
occurs during this life's pilgrimage, will, as 
to us, very ſoon! ceaſe. Therefore, | let W 
travellers; for they and we muſt ſoon 
part. Have compaſſion on all thoſe who 
are ready to faint by the way. Lighten 
the heavy burthen ; and raiſe up thoſe who | 
are bowed down. Endeavour to bring 
us 1 | back 
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| back thoſe who are ſtraying from 4 right 


fiſter in their way to-Zion. When you and 
they meet there, the good offices which ye 


meet with a moſt grateful return. They 


gracious Father of mankind doth. dearly 
love all thoſe that are kind to their bre- 
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"Þ 
* * the ſtars for ever and ever *. The de- 


they have thus benefited, and patronized, 


will receive them with loud acclamations 


as ſoon as they enter into the manſions of 
paradiſe. 
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path; and help forward every brother and 


have done to your fellow-travellers will 


will receive a great reward in heaven. The 


thren, who travel along with them through. 
this probationary ſtate: and he will raiſe 
them to high ſeats of glory in His eternal 
rin „They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine 
das the brightneſs of che firmament, and 
* they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as 


parted friends and brethren of thoſe whom 
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On the W in a which BrOTHERLY 
Love ought to be EXPRESSED. | 


CHAP. 10 


We R's to Love athers — 7 the y hind of — 
Ajettion with which we Love ourſelves. 


HOU ſhalt love thy neighbour as 


thyſelf,” faith our Saviour. By 


this precept he does not mean that we 


{ſhould love others with the ſame degree of 


affection with which we love ourſelves. LI. is 
is inconſiſtent with that original nature 
which Gop has beſtowed upon man. To 


love our neighbour with the ſame degree 


of affection with which we love ourſelves, 
is, in moſt caſes, a thing impoſſible, and 
ͤö— ²:˙fn) 0 
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0 he diredted, becauſe the demand for fuk 
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| would, i in its operation, be very Vartfal to 
that gracious and beautiful conſtitution of 


things, in every part of which the infinite | 
W1 ifdom and goodnefs of the Su preme Creator | 
are ſtrikingly apparent. The natural affec- - 


tion of parents is often indeed ſo ſtrong, that 
they forget what they owe to their own pre- | 


ſervation, from unconquerable love to their 


children, and from's deſire, which {wal- | 
lows up all refleQion, of faving them in | 


the time of their ficknefs, and of provi-+ 
ding for them when they are in want. 


Many an amiable and worthy mother ha 
ſacrificed her own life, to preſerve the life 


of her ſick child: In thoſe caſes alſo, of | 


| which there are a few inſtances recorded 


in ancient hiſtory, wherein the liſe of ſome | 
thouſands, or the faying of an empire, de | 
pends upon a man's voluntarily fabrertting | 
to die, a fenſe of propriety and the dread | 
of blame co- operate with the principle oi 
benevolence in difpofing him to prefer the 


| life of others to his own. But theſe aT 


not general rules by which mankind are u 


in- 
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| inflances of great ſelf᷑ · denial and genero- 

firy is but rare, and without the limits of 
what ordinarily-occurs in human life, or 
of what is required of man, Self- lose 
makes a very eſſential part of "I na- 
ture; and it is implanted in man for very 
wiſe and nord ful purpoſes. By 1 irs inſtinc- | 
tive impulſe we fly from danger, and we 
provide for our ſafety, and we purſue wich 
eagerneſs thoſe objects which we think are 
| of importance to our happineſs. But as it 
is the ſtrongeſt of all our natural principles, 
it is in great danger of degenerating into 
ſelfiſhneſs, which is its criminal extreme. 
Nature impels us, and the written law of 

Gop allows us, to prefer the preſervation 

of our own life to thar of others, and to 

provide for ourſelves and for our own fa= 
milies in the firſt place. It is alſo natural 

and allowable to have a ſtronger attach- 
ment to our own good name, and to our - 


own ſalvation, than what we can feel for 
others in theſe reſpects. It is natural and 
lawful to feel more ſtrongly for our own 
loſles and ſufferings, than for thoſe of other 
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account of: ah phe. AEST: ers, | 
Neither is it required, that we ſhould gite 
away our whole eſtate, and reduce ourſelves | 
to a ſtate of beggary, that we may provide 
for the indigent, or that we ſhould expoſe | 
ourſelves to irreparable infamy to ſave the 
character of our neighbour, or that, in any 7 
. caſe, we ſhould reduce ourſelves to a ſtate 
of wretchedneſs and miſery, for the ſake : 
5 of procuring happineſs to others. Theſe 
' gas re not the things which are implied i in 
mate duty of loving our neighbour. as our- 
ſielves. But although in moſt caſes we 
cannot love others with the ſame degree 
of affection with which we love ourſelves, 
yet we ought: to love them with the __ 
kind of affection which we feel for our 
ſelves, or we muſt do to them as we e | 
them to do to us. Therefore, in the grati- 
fication of our elf love or in in the purſuit 
of our owr profit and pleaſures, /we mul 
Always beware of encroaching upon tbe 
wow of other men. We muſt Toth Y 
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ſelves, it is not ſuffic 


procuring to e lves pleaſure, V I 
| notenrich ourſelves at the expence of * 


e muſt; not ſave our 
own can by robbing him of his 0 


name, nor preſerve our on life by taking . 
his away unjuſtly. In gratifying: che na- 
tural principle of ſelf- love, there is on 


path! in which we muſt always keep, 


5 is that of inoffenfiveneſs; * Da blameleſs, . 


e and harmleſs, the-ſons of Gop, without 


rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked | and 


* perverſe nation, among n a thine, 
* as ights in the Wwörld . W rr 15260 
In order to love our en a8 our 
at that we . ; 
from hurting him ane wherein his 


intereſt or his rights are concerned; for 


that is only a negative virtue. We muſt 
wiſh well to him in our hears; and we 


muſt exert ourſelves 1 in menge h: 
14 


IM mr ii. 25 N 


So  - - 


l = x EO EIS 
Rx DT ns 
ETC GC C Cl LL LL ES — 40 - 
_ eres bs 2 1 — 


* 


2 FEET K * "a 45 & 
: ? * 5 
f * * * 3 
. FE : 4 4 a> 
10 % ; 8 
\ A 22 
5 8 
8. * 
4 - 
P 
=. * Py 
„ 
"TR 


atipains to ins yas lealch, er thathe | 
ſhould put himſelf ro ſome trouble and ex- 
| Ponce to fave your life- when it is in dun- 
ger, ſo ought ya to put 
convenience and expence th fave the be 
ar the life of athers. Do ye wiſh chat 
your neighbour ſhauld willingly accom 
madate you and vour f in ſuch 
things at ye ſtand in need af, be ye alſo 
always ready ta ſerve him, when be aſk 
your friendſhip in what is lawful and du 
tiful in you to do. Do ye wiſh chat your 
-neighbour would aſſiſt you in executing - 
your plans of wealth and power, do E 
an a him in his lawful ende * 
ve ; wiſh e to.  preforvs your good: charadtr, 
bo ye alſo tender of your neighbour's good | 
name, and always me and Wet cha- 
ee 
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: ſtrels, Rahman 


e * in enen 
ſow? | | 


neſs, which figuiſios 
others, is incompatible with the real Iove 


1 


How can you exped> that — 
ſhould always be willing to ſerve yon in 


your need, when you refuſe ta grant him 


ſuch favaura as he has @ right to aſſe, and 4 


A falfih ed is \ deſtruQive few 
cal love. Self- love being only that natu- 


ral and lawful preference which we give to 


ourſelves above 


„ in caſts wherein 


we injure no body elſe by that preference, | 


it is perfectly conſiſtent with a right bo- 
haviour to our fellow- men. Dut ue 
own intereſt only, without any ge to 
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convenience, þ f dut he never C0! 1 ls 85 
neighbour's. profit or ac 


Feet trouble'ts 


Ty SEE | complain of even whine you do no- 
- thing more than take lawful” meaſures to 
; Prevent his encroaching upon your rights, 
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the principle of love to our neighbour!” It 
” is the bane: of true friendſhip. True be- 
nervolence is a ſtranger to that heart where 
in it dwells. TP mw 1 | anne AY | 
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The love Sek we owe to man d 
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borrows, but he will a He eru- 


Such a ſpirit as this is quite een 


2 EE, 


fich as is; Aiphay ase PO 8 * 
heart. Without this the outward expreſ- 
ſions of it are mere forms of hypocriſy, | 
55 which r . che principle, „ Hor 


ciety mens e iof! + friendſhip are 


in danger of being leſs fincere, than theß 


are in a mor rude age. In a poliſhed age, 
men are obliged, from a Tegare to the 
better executed laws, and in compliance 
with the eſtabliſhed rules of good breed 
ing, to put on the ſemblance of friend- 
ſhip and good- will, whether it be the off» 
ſpring of genuine love or not. Attention 
to courteous manners, comes at laſt to 
form a ſyſtem of exterior politeneſs, which 
is a mere counterfeit of genuine love. A 
ſtudied civility aſſumes the name, with< 
out either the principle, or the ſweetneſs; 
of true benevolence. Formal ſalutations, 

and ceremonious viſits, and a kind of 
frivolous intercourſe 1 in which the heart 
has no concern; conſtitute the friendſhips 
ol the bulk of INS: Their behaviour 
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Bat this falſe. ſemblance of - 
being deſtitute of the p 
love, it is not * to 
ference of intereſt, and choſe competitions 
for power. and Nee which 

occur in the circle of life; and —— 
the flimſy veil is torn by the very 
trial of its | 


| ch. I. Derestux 0 . . 


in "tick or ingereſt ariſe, the unlubdued | 
malice or ſelfiſhneſs of the heart does then 
_ diſcloſe uſelf. Thoſe jealouſies which were 
ſome time concealed under che maſk. of | 
| pretended. kindneſs, bes which werp fe» 
cretly working, do then break aut into 
open ſtriſe. From thus ſubſtituting 4 
diſſembled affectzon in the rbom of fats 
cere love, you often ſee thoſe who —_— ; 
lately pretended friends, become, on 4 
ſudden, inveterate enemies to one another. 
Hence, among even thoſe who pretend to 
much ſanctity, diſſentions often prevail; 
and differences in opinion produce aliend- 
tion of heart. Sometimes among choſe of 
ily ſuſpicions arife ; and their 
fore, beranſe it io not fincere, either waxes 
cold or degenerares into enmiry. There- 
fore, diſſembled affection, however ſtrong» 
ly and ſyſtematically it may be recom» 
mended by ſome, ought to be reprobated 
as an enemy to friendſhip and to virtue in 
general. Ie is even one of the canſes of the 
decay of pure and undefiled religion, as 
well as an enemy to brotherty love, De- 
14 e 
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ye be EM and 


ng. repugnant to a; profitable reading 


ground, in which the ſpiritual ſeed of 


or hearing” of the doctrine of Cuxlsr. 
It is juſt che reverſe of that candor and 
fimplicity of ſoul, which form the © good 


| 5 pare Sirup . and: communi” 1 
- cates its vile taint to the very ſeat of the 
| Toul; and infects all its powers. It is a 


his word takes root, and Iprings, and be- 


comes fruitful. Candor of mind begets | 


* 


deceit.Verily, I ſay unto: 79% ; 


| humility and teachableneſs and an honeſt * | 
openeſs to conviction of the truth; and 
therefore on the honeſt ſoul the Divine I 
Bleſſing always reſts, and on it t | 
rrine of CHRIS makes a ſtrong impreſſion. | 
This is the reaſon why our Saviour did 
ſio highly commend Nathaniel and ſome 
others, who were poſſeſſed of real candor 
and honeſty of ſoul. His love to fimplicity- 
and honeſty of heart made him often ex- 
hort his diſciples to imitate little childreh, | 
| becauſe they are ſtrangers to guile and 
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66 children, yer [ſhall not enter do OY 


kingdom of heaven . But Ixsuos 


« ſaid, Suffer little children, and forbid 


« them not to come unto me: for 4 fuck 


jg the kingdom of nenen 1 
There muſt a 2 


out which we cannot love our brethren as 
ourſelves, or in the way in which that 


voice which ſpeaks: to the Chriſtian world 15 
from above, URS: commanded. us to love . 


1 * 
© 


rmanent hs of | £ 
undiſſembled a affeRion i in the heart, wich- 


and — of eee 


which ſhall make us always wiſh well to 
mankind, and which ſhall prompt us to 
take a real intereſt 'in the good and bad 
fortune of others. Our affection to our 
fellow- creatures muſt not confiſt in occa- 
fional glows of compaſſion, or in tranſient 


fits of kindneſs. Even in the unjuſt and 


unmerciful, theſe uncertain and vaniſhing 
ſymptoms of benevolence may ſometimes 


be ſeen. True love, like an inſeparable | 


* 77 * remains with the benevo- | 
lent 
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| Fain, + and dong There by ener | 

| . ei, it a leading prixitiple of con · | 
FG du, and ſhows itſelf in every one of thoſe - 
occurrences, wherein dur bebaviour has 4 | 

_ *  Feſpeck:to our fellow-men. . lazuries Tay 

. _- ._  c60l its ardor, and temptatic 
zes ſtrength; but, if it is. genuine it vil | 

. always keep a man from doing a an unjuſt ö 

do good even to his enemies. 11 keeps | 

PO anger from lafling long; and revenge doch 
not dwell with it. It leads: a Mön 10 do , 

acts of kindneſs. which are quice difinte- - 

| reſied. It makes him do good to thoſe 
e cannot repay him. The beneyolent 4 

| man gives without hoping to receive + | ; 
gain. This is that true goodneſs of beat Bl - 
which God; commends.. God loyeth | 

| * cheerful giver®.” 7 Soft anf wers to wratl» | ; 
— fraits of pure and undiſſemblel , 

| | Jove to mankind. VNliktnefs of tecpe, 1 
|  aſlabilityroall men, and a nee q 
* cen | if | 
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ty love. —— net a. Hues 
its natural expreſſioms. Wherever its ſweet 
voice is heard, it captivates che hearts of 
others, and it begtts 4 fimilat temper in 
them. The fight and che experience of irs 
genuine courteſy of mantiere, have a pow- 
erful influenee in engaging others to be- 
come miid and affectionate. Love begets 
love, Henoe pride and inſolence and ru- 
ſticity of manners are not only a proof f 
the want of pure affection in him from 
whom they. come; but they are alſo ſueh 
qualities as tend to Treate diſguſt, and to 
beget reſentnent; and to wWeäken che 
power of the kind affections in thoſe who 
obſerve them; and feel their: bad effects. 
The more mild atid polifed that our be- 
it be undiſſembled and flows from the 
heart, the more àgreeable do we become 
to one another, and the more ſtrong is 
the cement of our mutual aſfection. An 


affable and condeſcending behaviour is che 
natural language of 8 when 
85 525 = „ "this 
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| this: PI We ä is | 
| 5 from ſuperiors, it renders their infetion | 
> "ay and: happy in their company, and i 
| 

| 

| 
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11 
makes all ranks and orders of men aſſo- 
5 ciate together with eaſine >: Of converſa- 
| _ © ion, and with the p polite freedom of by 
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"Fs Able and at 255 mall 6 10 pence, o 
m.man may often do much good to . 
Occaſions often occur, wherein a Friendly | 
word ſpoken in ſeaſon, or a ſhorgepiltic | 
wrote with a benevolent: ſpirit, mayche the | 
mean of eſſentially. benefiting - thy neigb- 
-bour.-- Therefore, if the young man ſu- 
ting out in buſineſs needs thy aſſiſtance, 
4 5 do not deny it. If the young man fg: 
nius has neither money nor friend a 
thy kind endeavours to help fo hi 
education. If a poor man, with 4 nume 
| - "wn family, needs a place, endeavynt 
get him: a Bede of bread. Seeſt thou 2 
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es en are the objects of our love, cb 

The obligation of this duty, altho it admin i in 

of various degrees, is univerſal in reſpect of Wl t: 
its extent. The principle of Benevolence WI ot 
in its operation, implies the deſire of doing Wl. 0! 
good to all mankind, even to choſe who ar 

Are our enemies and perſecutors. A we id 

pray for our own proſperity and ſalvation, * 

fo we ought to pray for all men, and to e = 

bleſs even thoſe who curſe us. This is1 be 
doctrine which was but ill underſt 00 , and © 

but little praQtiſed, before the commence- {+ 7 

ment of the Chriſtian æra. The heathen Wl he 

univerſally believed that the law of re- © 

| liation might, in all caſes, be obſerved with n. 

innocence. They ſet no bounds to their . N 


revenge. The Jews confined their kind. 


H. 
ae of bens ned 


own kindred, and % thoſe os; their « | 


nation. Becauſe 20 ey 
by n laws, ai e. familiar gat 
"than lived, and ecauſe 8 were enjoin- 


ed not to 3 peace with Amalek; and 
the ſeven nations of — n — ; 


themſelyes ; as Fe wage | wr | tro „ 
obligation of kindneſs and love to the reſt . 
of mankind. in gene al. But chis error 


whom 1 Hong | regarde: d, and from their 
Dat conſulting the 5 ural diQares of wa 
heart which are the law of Gap, w 


| every man, and from their culpable igne- 


g wn promulgated law 
had enjoined. Our Saviouk bas reſtored. 
the great law, of charity and love to its 
natural and original extent. He! has — 
u to conſider every man, becauſe he is a 
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love is, nevertheleſs;- due to good men. © 
They are more worthy nn 5 
ue the excellent ones ofthe eh. N 


| — we ebe degree | 


neſs to love them more ee the wu 
if, in che caſe of even brute en 


how un m 19 Y ahh caſe of men, are 
thoſe intitled to the chief place in our 
ſteem and affection, who are the moſt 
eminent for ſincere e and ſteadfaſt 
virtue, which are qualities that chiefly 


render one eee eee ano- 
ther. In the eſtimation of Heaven and of 


our own reaſon, the good man is more 


amiable and more noble than others. He 


holds a ſuperior rank to others in the 


ſcale of moral importance and worth. 


He is more excellent than others in reſpect 
of his heart, and in reſpect of the degree 


* 


of his favour with Gon, and in reſpect of | 
K V 


— EC" 


1 our chad His heul is mere pure 
mind, Which is the.raany in Uderns 
ſuch virtues a render him truly great a 
honourable. Baze, 
bright and. - unfuding ornamentb of man. 
They are eee which N 


8 which he e ban flenl. 
The good man's being in fuptriar fanom 
with Gor; and his right of citizenſli 
— Hooweh,neaigrduukſtcnizearihel giwe 
By theſe hes rendered truly honourable. 
_ His piery toward Gon, and the Juſtine 
and integrity of his gunduct ein bis com: 
merce with che world, and the pure rec: 
titude of Ins whole life, give him a natural 
and juſt claim to the greateſt ardot of 
bur love. But our own native feelings 
point him out as the proper object of Gy. 
perior affection; and this prefer 
ere WE 1 eee of £ Cu | 
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He beſtows peculi⸗ 


z(olation and joy, which He 


n with a ſuperior de 


| ations: „They who do ren jove the 
lighteous more than others, ſnho 
they have not à proper ere of 
true excellence, and chat they have not a 
ſufficient degree of zeal for the intereſts of 


virtue. By honduring good men, you 


encourage them, and by encouraging them 
you promote their uſefulneſs. In pro— 
portion to the degree of countenance which 
you give to them, in the ſame proportion 


* Prov. xl. 7. 


He er John. more than the reſt of his 1 
we wen, Een) 46 © the exit idnd e es 
thankful; but the rtighiteous are the 
objects of His Ipetial regard. Vpon them 
ar hleſſings and marke 
of His favour, and to them He opens 
ſources of co 
withholds fromothers. For the righteous 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs ; His counte- 
* nance doth: behold che upright *.” That 
ſuperior love which Go has to good 
| ny i 4 competent reaſon why we ought 
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hereby give full ſeope to theiy uſefulr 
n e oy them to e exhib bt, in all 
kid directed; "By — a di Ferenc 
tween the righreous and Eg 


tion, you do nothing moi ; y 
_ Juſtice requires, and you 
difference which Gop doch ante 
By hating and perſecuting good men, you | 
offend: Gop, Who loveth and honouret 
them, and you do hurt to the beſt intereſts 
of ſociety. Vou thereby give the wicked 
an opportunity of triumphing, and yon 
diſcourage thoſe who ſet examples of worth. 
Always make a diſtinction betwixt real and 
e good, betwixt thoſe ator of | 


\ 


It. 


chit ll | Brovueary Lon. 4h hey 
8 nick ich are e ien! 
are of intrinſic and immortal Worth, and 5 
choſe qualities which are me 
and adventitibus and tranſit 
aſſembly sive to the goo t ſu 
rior honour which is his due; and in confer= 
ring any office of power and reſponſi | 
if he! 18, in other: r ef ec 8, equally qualified 
to diſcharge che duties of it, always give 
him the preference. 21 Fou are ſafe in his 
hands. His integrity will prevent inju- 
ſtice and oppreſſion, and his zeal for the 
public good will render Rim faithful to 
his truſt. & When the righteous are in 
*, authority, the people rejoice: but when 
the 1 e role che "people 
„mourn“. | 5 e £5 EAT 
But it may be alked, © Outs we not 1 
love wicked men, as well as the pious and 
the good? We are certainly bound to love 
even wicked men, becauſe they are our fel 
low- creatures, and becauſe Gop is good 
and gracious even to them; We ought to | 
have of toy their ny and 
"Ow" 


„Prov. Irin. 12. 0 
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bons, it may be fad, can a we long tho 
are guilty of deliherate an 

een The diſtinQion det wixt Jo 

wicked man, and hatred. to his wi 


may ſeem, at firſt fight, to be fomembar 


nice, becauſe. both virtne and vice have. 
their ſcat in the mind, which. 3s, the mn 
bicſelß Bot the difficulty vaniſhes, when 


owe to a wicked man is not a love of en 
feem, but a 1 of e. 
ee eee is. "ot to View $24 
with an eye of commiſeration. His fins 
have eſtranged, the Loxp from him, fo 
that he is vile in the Divine eſtimation, 
and his very prayers are turned into ſin. 


Upon him the Lon looks with diſappro- 


bation; and He is angry with him every 
day. To him none of the promiſes of re: 


ligion do belong. His way is the way of 
death; and without repentance he has no 


hope. 


chat the love which we 


1 


| or indi voblatad erer G0 , in in either 
them he rea His en dn. — 
hq the Fo die a rich ia. the con- 
| rt "Poke M out s 
pi Cain? His 
de that deg rags mad- 
man, WhO Core and ſings 
knows not his hapl * realy en 10 
ſympathetie gladneſs in che hearts of che 
wiſe and the humane. In them his 3 joy be- 
gets gloom an melancholy. Can we Join 
in the revels and looſe merriment of one 
who ſtands on the very brink of a dange- 
rous precipice,'or below whoſe feet the de- 
ſtructive mines: advancing? For when 
© they ſhall ſay,” Peace and ſafety; then 
ſudden deſtruction cometh upon Werd, 
* as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they ſhall not eſcape ®” Thouch 4 
this paſſage, in its original defign, is appli- 
| able to che effects of Cuxrsr's Wan to 
* Jadge= 
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a as chaff that the to 

ne Sings -07ex the head; of 
IS wrath of Gop and. 

5 1 5 „ we ſurely o 

5 his ways. 'T .of pit | e 
n intereſts, the pious at 
No they hate his vi 


RA 4 r ed for 


| are bound to om Ps wi 
h But ſtill it may be d, 
nk, hate the wicked; and hc W. therefore, can 
1 it be la for us, in any degree, to love 
choſe w He hates? | God. is 
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| hate wicked m men, becauſe He hates 
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for Their — "is Silke wit” 
chem. He urges, and commands, and en⸗ 
treats them” to repent. His language to 
them is paternal. He ſpeaks to ne N 
ing, Why will ye die?“ His love to them 
35s like that of the father of a profligate ſon, 
with whom he is angry, and whom he 
chaſtiſes, but in whoſe reformation he ſtill 
takes an e, with the feelings of a pa- 
rent. If they repent, He will forgive 
them. an 88 faid to his ancient people 
ay Iſrael *,- Let the wicked forſake his 
“way, . the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the 
„Lord, and he will have mercy. upon him, 
* and to our Gop, for he will abundantly | 
* pardon.” He loves them not with a love 


of eſteem and approbation, but with: 4 love 5 


of compaſſion. Herein let us imitate 
Him. And the greater the intereſt is that 
we take in their repentance and ſalvation; - 
the ee * our love oy compaſtion | 

Ils ty; 7. e 


8 chem will aſs grow: ft 
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_ the om principle we ought to/ble induced 


While it is our duty ro'have-e 


vpon wicked men, it is no leſs our duty 
1 


— 8 
„ In 


_ This che N 


| did vin it ie in Exerciſe iD, 


do forgive E readily the injuries which 
ve receive from them: and the wicked are 
_ alyays the injurious party. Ag 
an Aa n vt: _ alen that has been 


do chings which he ought not to have ſaid 


and done: and in the protection of his o 


rights he may be tempted” to do harſher 
things” pong is agreeable! to ils f * 


the farſt d e He never debe 
hurts his neighbour either in in his nn 


or in bis property or character.. 


Nerat 10er. 15 4 | 


4 ch. l. 


to uſe every prudent an of en- | 
ing and ſaving than. If our pity for them 
is real, it will lead us to be active in the 
uſe of ſuch means as are ſubſer vient to the 
purpoſe of their reformation. Therefore, | 
do not encourage” them in their wicked- 
neſs. Show chat you make a difference | 
between them and good men, by giving 
greater honour to theſe laſt. Convince 
them that neither their wealth, nor their 
rank nor wit, can compenſate, in your 5 
eſtimation, for their want of piety and vir- 
tue, which are che only honourable and 
laſting ernamen „ of man. By acting 
thus you will encourage good. men, and 
you wilt Dore true How GE ſouls hrs 
wicked. £9 4 

Our lows to- kat: is wi th too. 


much ſeparated from a concern for their 


. ſalvation. 5 
eſteem it a thing moſt diſhonourable to 
rob or to ſteal, or to be diſhoneſt in their 
bargains, or unfaithful to their promiſes, 
who, nevertheleſs,” by/a ſtrange” inconfift- 
ency, feel no compunction for their ha- 


There are many who would 


N ͤĩð V 1 Boon 22, 


* 


7 ving eee "AD * bott forh 
by their evil example, and 3 


nal ſeduction. They feel com Aſſion for 
or and the afflicted; and yet th . 
can, without remorſe, rob the innocen = 
of their virtue, and deſtroy their peace for, 


the P 


ever. They ean ſacrifice unſuſpi 


nocenee to their looſe pleaſures, with a as. 


much indifference as if God did 


gard what they do, and as if the; pores of 3 
the reputation and of the ſoul of their fel 


low- creature was a matter of no concern. 


They ean, without ſcruple, ſer before o- 
thers an example of profane and diſſolute : 


manners, even when it doth not profit 
hem, as if GoD was never to recko 


ſouls they have corrupt is the 


fort of lone which due ae ad to feel : 
for one another? Is this the ſort of love 
bree CuRI8T hath loved us? If, O 
man, nature has ſo formed thee, that thou 


canſt weep: for the temporal miſeries of 
thy fellow-men, how canſt thou, in con- 
eration to that very nature, ap to All 


ei⸗ 
ther with themſelves, or with thoſe Whoſe | 


— — 
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dhe ſacred admonitions of religion, be ſo 
unmerciful as not only to uſe no endeavours 
to help forward thy brethren in the way to 
heaven, but even to be ſo profanely cruel as 
to lead them aſtray. into: the paths. of vice 5 
and deſtruction? Haſt thou no concern 
about what ſhall befal thy fellow- creatures 

in a future and eternal ſtate ot being? Haſt 
thou no concern for thy on ſoul? Haſt 
thou no regard to the feelings of tender and 
indulgent parents? Shalt thou; for the ſake 
of indulging ſome baſe paſſion; or of en- 
joying ſome forbidden tranſitory pleaſure; 
| blaſt, in one hour, the fair hopes of fond pa- 
rents? In one hour ſhalt thou deſtroy the 
whole good effects of their fervent prayers 
to Heaven, and of all that affectionate pains 
Which they have taken to give their dear 
offspring a religious and virtuous educa- 
tion? Serious reflection upon the guilt of 
corrupting others cannot fail to give the 
moſt painful wounds to the conſcience, and 
to make a man aſhamed of his ſelfiſhneſs 
and cruelty. Is not innocence ſacred? 1s 
not the ſalvation of a man's ſoul his dear- 
eſt concern? Hear how our Saviour has 
L 2 threatened 
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threatened thoſe who ſeduce his difciple 


from the faith of the Goſpel, or who lead 
them into the commiſſion of fin: *Who- 


4 {6 ſhall offend theſe little ones who be- 


 * heve1 in me, it were better for him that 


+ milſtone were hanged about his neck, 
d in the depth 


Let parents ee Sid, ſt, by 


negligence: in the virtuous education of 
their children, they leave the door of their 


hearts unguarded, or leſt by their own 


evil example they be the very means of 
_ corrupting them. Let parents conſider 
what a dreadful inconſiſtency there is be- 


tween natural affection to offspring, which 


is the ſtrongeſt of all the degrees of love, 
and ſuch a bad example as tends to cor- 
rupt thoſe, to whom, by every ſacred tie, 
they are bound to give a religious and 
virtuous education. The giving children 

ſuch an education as fits them to ſhine in 


polite circles, or the amaſſing of great 


riches to > them, or even the W 
8 185 n 


= Mat. xviii. 6. 


i Ja. © 


den to be raiſed to great offices 3 in the 


ſtate, can ſhow but a ſelfiſh love to them, 
unleſs proportionable care has been taken 


to render them pious and virtuous. The 
nobleſt ſpecies of education, and which 1 is 
no hindrance to other uſeful and orna- 
mental branches of learning, is that which 
conſiſts in ſtoring their minds with virtue, 
or a ſenſe of the duty which they owe to 
Gop and to man, and thereby furniſhing 


them with the beſt means of ſecuring the 
ſalvation of their ſouls. Hereby, and in 


no other way, can parents un nn 


affection to cher ee N 
L 3 CHAP 
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relief on us as a debt which we owe to its 


greater bounty to ourſelves. One reaſon 


why Gop has appointed that there ſhould 


be ſuch a claſs of men, ſeems to be that 
of giving greater room for the exerciſe of 
the humane feelings of the heart. Both 
from the natural dictates of mercy, | 
from the ſpecial injunctions of Gop's re- 
vealed word, the indigent have a ſtrong , 
claim to the compaſſion of their fellow- 
men. Nature itſelf pleads for them. The 
native feelings of our own hearts are a law 


ta 


HE poor and needy are a /e of 
. mankind who are particularly caſt 
upon our care. Heaven has charged their 


Ch. m. © Bro' url Lovz. 


to us in this eaſe: aud Go has, [ip many 
repeated injunctions, commanded us to 
ſhow them mercy. In conformity to theſe 
natural dictates, which are the needy's 
advocate, a certain proviſion is made for 
them by the laws of every well. governed 
ſtate. But ſtill a great deal is left to thle 
charity of individuals, whom both nature 

and the revealed law of Gop command to 


liſten to their: cry, and to take care that ER 


they do not periſh. for want of bread. 
Charity to the poor is, therefore; a duty, to 
the performance of which every man is 
bound, in proportion to their need and to 
his abilities to provide for them. But it 
is, at the ſame time, a duty which admits 
of ſo many circumſtantial reguiſites and 
modifications, that no / preciſe or general 
rules, which will apply'in all caſes, can be 
laid down concerning it. A regard ought 
to be had, both to the temper with which 
we give alms, and to the perſons: upon 
whom we beſtow them. In the caſe of 
thoſe who give alms, they ought always | to 
give with a willing mind, This is the 
L 4 . temper 
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chem of Macedonia *.” . And the ſame 


great Apoſtle exhorts us, ſaying. Be 
ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 


© nicate f.. By giving alms to che poor 
with cheerfulneſs and readineſs we enhanc; 
the value of the preſent which we make 


them; whereas by giving grudgingly we 


diminiſh its merit, both by hurting their 


delicacy, and by forgetting what, we owe 
10 Gop, who requires a ſpirit of willing 


charity, If We would act in the true 


ſpirit of this duty, we muſt perform it in 
a devout acknowledgment of Gop, who 


has commanded us to regard the ſtate of 


the poor, and in the temper of fincere 
love to our brethren, with whoſe miſeries 
ve ought to ſympathiſe. If we feel che : 
influence of theſe two great principles, 
our charity will flow from its proper 
ſource, and we will be led to ſeize every 
en, or fit eee ng: good 


by 


2 Cor. ix. 2. 15 #4 i Tim. vi. 18. 
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by being helpful to to the indigent. The 

duty of charity to the poor does not re- 
quire that a man ſhould part with his 
whole eſtate, and reduce himſelf to a ſtate 


of dependence upon others, for the ſake of 


his relieving the needy. He ought not to 
be indifferent to his own wants, and. to 
the demands of his family. It is only re- 
quired, that his ear ſhould be open to the 
cry of the poor, and that he ſhould be al- 
_ ways ready to aſſiſt them in proportion to 
his abilities to give. This does not ſuper- 
ſede the neceſſity of obſerving the follow- 
ing apoſtolic maxim: But if any provide 
not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 
„of his own houſe, he hath denied the 


faith, and is worſe than an infidel ſ. Our 


alms ought alſo to be given ſeaſonably. A 
gift may be of double value to- day to what 
it ſhall be to-morrow. By an improper 
delay, thou mayeſt loſe an opportunity 


both of granting help to the needy, ane 


of doing that which 1 is virtuous: and Ro- 
fitable to ä 5 


1 
. * 


9 are given, "rae are Gans 2 * 15 
have a preference to others. A' regard 
- ought to be had both to the characters and 
to the circumſtances of thoſe to'whom we 
give alms. We ought to give the prefe- 
Tence to thoſe who are ſober and induſ⸗- 
trious, but who, from fickneſs or from ca- 
ſual misfortunes, are reduced to a ſtate of 
want, and to thoſe who are fallen from a 
condition of opulence and power, not 
through miſmanagement and prodigality, 
but by providential loſſes and croſs acci- 
dents, and To thoſe who are aged and in- 
firm, and unable to work, and To thoſe 
who are modeſt, grateful and pious.” * 4 As 
* we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
* good unto all men, eſpecially unto them 
„ who are of the houſehold of faith“ 
Although this command did 'particularly 
reſpect the primitive Chriſtians, who lived 
among the Heathens and enemies, and 
were a perſecuted ſect; yet, after Chriſtia - 
nity is become a national religion, it may 
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be interpreted in a leſs limited ſenſe, and 
applied to thoſe in general who are more 
pious and virtuous than others. By gi- 
ving alms to the idle and worthleſs, we 
may indirectly ſupport and encourage vice. 
By giving more than is conſiſtent with 
our fortune, we may do injuſtice to our 


own families. By giving to the poor from 


oſtentation and vanity, we may deprive 


ourſelves of Heavenly praiſe and reward. 


* either of theſe ways, we may give all 
* our goods to feed the Pn val 7 7875 


no charity. % 30% SOV | 

„ this che Wee already men- 
tioned, the rules that can be given for the 
right performance of this duty are at beſt 


but general, much being left to every 


man's own diſcretion in proportioning his 
alms to his own circumſtances and oppor- 


tunities, and to the characters of thoſe'to 
whom he gives, yet the temper of charity 


ought to be habitual. And though thoſe 
Poor perſons ©: who live in our neigh- 
bourhood, and whoſe ſtate we are ac- 


quainted with, have a n claim 


to 
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to ſtrangers, yet the voice of hut 
never to be diſregarded, even in the caſe 
of thoſe who are ſtrangers, when we ſee 
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nity is 


that their wants are real. In caſes of 
great extremity, all men have an equal 
claim to our compaſſion and afliſtance, if 
it is in our power to relieve them. When 
the caſe is clamant, or when a man's ne- 


ceſſity is ſuch that he muſt periſh, if he i: 
not ſoon covered from the co d, or pro- 


vided with food, or aſſiſted by medicine, 
we muſt not reſiſt the impulſe: of nature, 
and the voice of Gop, calling upon us to 
take pity on him. In the exerciſe of this 
charitable and humane ſpirit we muſt alſo 


continue all our days. New objects of 


compaſſion, and freſh opportunines of 
ſhowing mercy, do conſtantly occur: and 
this life is the only ſeaſon wherein mercy 


to the afflicted can be exerciſed. Charity 


ro the poor conſiſts not in occaſional aln * 


paſſion fer the afflictions and poverty of 
others. Since alms-giving is the ſpirit or 
eſſence of piety to Gop and of the other 
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good diſpoſitions of the beat, out of the 
ane of the goodneſs of the heart, 
acts of humanity to the diſtreſſed will al- 
ways neceſlarily proceed. Alms-giving is 
an eſſential part of the ſpirit of good prin- 
ciples. It is the natural extract or eſſence 
of piety and benevolence; and therefore 
it muſt always be an inſeparable attendant ö 
of the character of a real Chriſtian. 
Although in the caſe of giving alms to 
ſtrangers, we ought to ſhow diſcretion, 
and confider whether we ought to regard 
their ſupplications, or to what extent we 
ought to relieve them, yet there are many 
others whoſe poverty we are well acquaint- 
ed with, and whom, therefore, we are 
bound to relieve with all readineſs, in pro- 
portion to our abilities and opportunity. 
The objects of our charitable pity are very 
numerous; and therefore the humane feel- 
ings of the heart have a conſtant oppartu- 
nity of being exerciſed. The poor and the 
helpleſs dwell in every neighbourhood. 
They are to be ſeen in the ſtreets of every 
* and my are to be met with on every 
road. 
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not far from any man's houſe. In 4 


every: diſtrict we may ſee the ſorrowful 
low and her fatherleſs children, tabour- 


5 ing under all the hardſhips of poverty. 
Her ſoul is full of grief on account of the 


loſs of him, who provided for herſelf WA 
her e <5 She weeps, becauſe her 


huſband * is gone down to the grave; 
and ſhall come up no more.” ds ſound 
| of his feet at the threſ 
foretoken of his being lands ſhall be 
no more heard. He ſhall return no more 
to be the ſtaff}, and the indulgent father, of 
his family. With a kind heart, but with 
a- ſparing hand, ſhe divides the i ſeanty | 
kid among her balf-ſtarved children; and 


when it is ſpent, ſhe often knows not where 


ſhe ſhall find another for herſelf and for 
them. Her children are clothed: in rags; 


and her heart blee ds. when the. hears them 


crying with both hunger and cold, while 
ſhe has it not in her power to deliver them | 
from wretchednels. In the tranſports of 


her ſorrow, and in deſpair. of ding W 
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lief an men, piety -pakdes': out i Do, 
ſource of her help and conſolation. She 
lifts her eyes to Heaven, and ſeeks re- 


lief from Gop. To the gracious Father 


of mercies ſhe applies in behalf of herſelff 
and her children: and to Him ſhe will not 
apply in vain. For che Lord heareth the 
cry of the poor and. deſtitute. © He is the 
Father of che fatherleſs, and che huſband 
© of the widow. | The Lord is gracious 
“ and full of compaſſiun· Muſt he not, 
therefore, be well pleaſed with thoſe Who 
provide for the poor and "_ deſtitute ? 
* But to do good, and to communicate, 
forget not; for with ſuch ec e 
is well pleaſed *. The merciful man is 
much regarded by Heaven. His cha- 
* rity ſhall cover a multitude of fins.” It 
will plead for him in the great day of fi- 
nal Retribution. At the Laſt Judgment 
every other virtue as well as mercy will be 
Placed to the account of the righteous, 
and no vice more than the want of pity will 
be then overlooked ; yet the circumſtance 
= nes we RY 
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of our hes? vflawting:: out a mereifat dis 
poſition, or the want of it, as the criterion 
by which be will judge of the characters 
of 1 men, is ſufficient to convince us that the 
merciful man ſtands high inthe record of 
Heavenly favour. And why ſhould we 
not be careful to purchaſe the favour of 
Heaven, at the eaſy rate of giving to the 
poor a little of what we can ſpare ?* When 
the Great Day of the Loxp's (reckoning 
with mankind ſhall come, and when the 
value of a merciful fpirit” ſhall be ſeen in 
its true light, that which men have unjuſt- 
ly with-held from the poor, will chen be 
ſeen to have been a very unproſi table ſaving. 
The want of the temper of charity to 
art is excuſable in no man; for even 
| though we cannot ſupply them in their 
need, we ought to wiſh to be able to re- 
| heve them. Though we cannot give them 
money, we ought to treat them kindly, 
and adminifter comfort to them. Thus 
faid the Apoſtle Peter to the lame man, 
„ho was laid daily at the gate of the | 
* 5 * e to aſk alms of them who entered 
1 | 2 e 2 
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« FR ie? x. „ 4 amen and ack] have ene 5 
te hut ſuch as I have give I thee: In the 


name of Iusvs of Nazareth, riſe up and 
« alk *. In the chſe of. che rich, 
want of compaſſion for the po 


quite inexcuſable, becauſe e can \-give 


aſſiſtance ab ae without any in- 
convenience to th ves. By ſhutting 
up their Powell * cmpaſiion! from the 
needy they contract much guilt, and ex- 


poſe themſelves aw wrath of the Su- 


preme LoxD;| who has choſen them to be 
the ſtewards of His goods, and the diſ- 
penſers of His bounty to ma 
rich have ĩt in their power always to aſſiſt 
the indigent in ordinary caſe 
times of ſcarcity or of extreme neceſſitʒ 
may ſave the lives of their fellow - creatu 
and even render their ſtate comfortable. By 
a ſmall diminution of the expence of their 
table or of their -ncnſementy: or even of 

their dreſs and clothing, they may provide 
for many poor families without putting 

themſelves to almoſt any inconvenience. 
* AQs. iii. C. | AS; 
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e eee make the Hearts of 5 
many to ſing for jt «/ Qrich-man,denynee 
chyſelf chis greateſt of all pleaſures. 
relieving the needy chor wileigive ſuch fine 5 
touches to thy heart as the mere ſordid 
feſhon of all the wealth os the Indies cannot 6 
yield. The rich ought to ce ide + that | L 
poor houſebolders, eſpecially when they are 
grown old and infirm; or gen ahey have 3 
à nu merous family of children, are always 
— —— commun- 
beggars, WhO go from houſe to hovſe, I 
Why ſhould chey or any of out fellows - 
_ creatures be pinched with: hunger and cold. 
while thoſe who live nigh to them have it 
in their power to relieve; them at ſo ealy = 
a rate? Why fhould any of our fellow- 
creatures, whoſe ſtate we know, live in 
miſery from want of the common neceſ- 2 
ſaries of life, while we! fare ſumptuouſſy 
< every day?” If we deny them even the 
erumbs which are carried away from our 

HS | 5 table, | 
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table, can our 6wn conſciences excuſe 
ſuch criminal ſelfiſhneſs, and ſuch indif- 
ference to the ſtate of our half - famiſhed 


brethren; or will Gop overlook ſuch a de- 


gree of guilt and injuſtice committed by | 


the ſtewards of His houſehold ? 


A diſpoſition to befriend the helpleſs, 
and to take an intereſt in the ſtate of che 


poor, is a mark of true greatneſs of mind, 
as well as an evidence of an amiable ſen- 


ſibility of heart. It diſcovers that diſin- 


tereſtedneſs and nobleneſs of mind, which 


ſtands oppoſed” to a ſelfiſh ſpirit, in as 


much as it is giving away to thoſe who 
cannot repay us. This noble diſpoſition 


our SAVIOUR has commanded us to culti- 
vate and improve by ſuch acts of gene- 
roſity as are quite free from ſelfiſhneſs, 


When thou makeſt a dinner or a ſupper, 
call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, 


© neither thy kinſmen, nor thy rich neigh- 


* done leſt they alſo bid thee again, and 
a recompenſe be made thee. But when 


thou makeſt a feaſt, call che poor, the 


© maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou 
M2 ;: 21-545 ſhalt 
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N ſhalt be bleſſed; for a 4 cannot te. 
“ compenſe thee : for thou ſhalt be re- 
* compenſed at the wann of: the 
Walt l 001 . 

e beſt We PE hich we-can 
: perform acts of charity or any other duty, 
is a reverence for the authority of the 
Divine Lawgiver : and the expectation 
of receiving a reward from Him for the 
good which we have done to others, is ſo 
far from containing any degree of blame- 
able ſelfiſnneſs, that, on the contrary, it is 
a laudable proof of our truſt in Gop, and 
of our faith in His gracious promiſes. If 
we are charitable from the hope of re- 
ceiving our reward, not from men, but 
from Govp, or not in this life, but at the 
reſurrection of the juſt, we ſhall act in che 
true ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion. And a 
charitable temper, proceeding from this 
principle of faith and piety, will always 
be more amiable and more uniformly uſe- 
ful, than when it proceeds from vanity or 
worldly motives of any kind. It ſhould 
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alſo be conſidered, that we ſhall loſe the 
true reward of our beneficent actions, 
and the whole praiſe that is due to them, 
unleſs they are performed from a principle 
of faith and piety. If, for inſtance, we 


oſtentation, the pleaſure which we take in 
gratifying our vanity, is all the reward 
which we need expect to receive. Thus 
faith our Saviour, Take heed that ye 
* do not your alms before men, to be 
* {een of them: otherwiſe ye have no re- 
* ward of your Father who is in heaven. 
Therefore, when thou doeſt thine alms, 
do not ſound a trumpet before thee, as 
(the hypocrites do, in the ſynagogues, 
and in the ſtreers, that they may have 
“glory of men. Verily, I ſay unto you, 
* they have their reward. But when thou 
* doeſt alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth: That thine 
* alms may be in ſecret : and thy Father 
* who ſeeth in ſecret, Himſelf ſhall reward 
* thee openly *. From this reaſoning it 
A on M 3 ap- 
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appears, that piety and true charity are 
ſiſter virtues, and that they cannot exiſt 
ſeparately. That ſenfibility and 'tender- 
neſs of heart, from which charity ſprings, 
is alfo a fit ſoil for . piery to grow in. 
And wherever there is real piery, there 
will we alſo find a charitable ſpirit. There 
can be no ſincere devotion toward Gop, 
ſeparate from charity to men. The ſame 
principles which lead us to love and to re- 
verence Gop, do alſo beget kindneſs and 
merey to our fellow-creatures. Alms- 
giving is the neceſſary ſpirit or extract of 
both theſe principles. But whoſo hath 
* this world's goods, and ſeeth his bro- 
» ther have need, and ſhutteth up his 
© bowels of compaſſion from him, how 
© dwelleth the love of Gop in him *?” 
And that we may have every needful en- 
couragement to abound in works of cha- 
rity, we are aſſured by the infallible word 
of Gop Himſelf, that, in a future ſtate, 
we {hall receive a reward proportionable 
to the exerciſe of our mercy, or to the 
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degree of that good which we mall have 
done to others, Thoſe who ſhall fit on 
the higheſt thrones, and who ſhall wear 
the brighteſt crowns-in Heaven, are, thoſe 
the light of whoſe charity and mercy 
| ſhone the brighteſt on earth. But this 
* I fay, He who ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall 
| © reap alſo ſparingly: and he who ſoweth 
e bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully. 
Every man according as he purpoſeth 
in his heart, ſo let him give, not grudg- 
in or of 3 for God: loveth 
* a cheerful giruer*,” 
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ind are not con- 
fined to a ſtate of poverty. Human 
nature has to ſtruggle with various other 
ſorts of diſtreſs, in this ſtate of trial and 
conflict. In every diſtrict, there is one 
who is caſt upon a bed of ſickneſo, and his 
bones are full of pain. The plowers © plow 
95 r bis back, and make long their fur- 
* rows.” Another is in a mournful ſtate 
of grief and melancholy, on account of 
the death of a dear friend or of a valuable 
relation, or on account of rhe misfortunes. 
of his child or brother. The fff of his 
bread, it may be, is broken, or the conſo- 
lation of his old age is taken away. A 
third is bowed down with the ſorrow of a 
broken heart, His favourite child is 
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ſnatched away in the prime of his days. 
The grave is a bed to him whom his ſoul 
loved. His only ſon, it may be, in whom 
all his hopes were centred, is taken away 
from the midſt of his companions and his 
ſports, to ſhow the weeping parents that 
death ſpares not any age, and that children 
are but uncertain joys. A fourth is in great 
heavineſs and bitterneſs of ſpirit, on ac- 
count of the vices and miſconduct of thoſe 
with whom he is connected in buſineſs, 
or by friendſhip, or by the ties of blood. 
And a fifth is labouring under the anguiſh 
and horrors of remorſe of conſcience for 
the guilt of his paſt life. Thus affliction, 
with its ſmart rod, viſits every place. Diſ- 
treſs of one kind or other is every where 
to be found. While ſome are feaſting and 
indulging mirth, others dwell in the houſe 
of mourning. The gay, the proſperous, 
and the healthful, form no proper idea of 
the ſufferings which are felt by the nume- 
rous claſs of the afflicted. The proſpe- 
rous are ſtrangers to the feelings of thoſe 
who have ſuffered by ſhipwreck and by 


2 fire 


boar! 
fire and aby wars. They are unacquaint- 
ed with what is, at this moment, felt by 
thoſe who are ſtanding by a dying parent, 
or who are carrying an only ſon to the 
grave, or who are weeping for the diſgrace 
that has befallen a child or brother, or 
who are daily witneſſes to the agonies 
which ſome incurable diſeaſe makes a dear 
relation to feel. One part of mankind are 
utter ſtrangers to the many waibaw griefs 
that are endured by the other. Afflictions 
are incident to the rich and to the poor, 
to the prince and to the ſubject of loweſt 
degree. Riches cannot ward off diſeaſes, 
neither can human greatneſs and powe 
prevent the cauſes of pain and grief. 
Wretchedneſs often dwells with outward 
ſplendor, and diſeaſe and grief have their 
habitation in the palaces of the great, as 
well as in the cottages of the poor. There- 
fore, a benevolent heart has a conſtant 
opportunity of adminiſtering balm to his 
neighbour's wounds. The houſe of miſery 
ſtands in every corner of the land, and its 
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door is ever an to let us in to viſit the 
ſufferers. 65 | 
When we eden. a view- 15 che various 
ſorts of miſery to which human nature is 
liable, and when we conſider how many 
of our fellow - creatures are ſuffering pain 
and grief, whilſt we, perhaps, are in good 
health and proſperity, we ought to re- 
member Who it is that maketh us to differ 
from others. We ought to conſider that 
we, who are ſtill in the body, are liable to 
the like chaſtiſements; and we ought, on 
that account, to he always ready to weep 
* with them that weep, and to mourn with 
them chat mourn.” We ought not to 
be deaf to the natural voice of pity, when 
we either look: into the dwellings of the 
afflicted, or when we reflect upon what 
our eyes have ſeen there. How can we 
walk among the ſeats of multiform miſery, 
without taking an intereſt in the woes of 
the afflicted? Inſenſibility to the ſuffer- 
ings of others is ſhowing a diſregard to 
the voice of Him, who bas commanded us 
to © love as Len and to be pitiful. $ 
Since 


7 rresstons or Bm 


180 Tux 


Since pellen is a thing: e to 
man, the want of ſympathy with the ca- 
lamities of others, is a proof of the heart 

being mournfully corrupted, and rendered 

callous by habits of vice. We ought to 
confider that our ſympathy with the ſick 
and unfortunate is of great benefit to them; 
and that it cannot be withheld without 
much guilt. Our fellow- feeling diſbur- 
thens them of part of their ſorrow. How 
very different is the ſtate of a ſolitary 
mourner from that of one, whoſe friends 
viſit him, and bind up his wounds, and 
pour wine and oil into his ſores. | Thoſe 
who are grieved in their minds, receive 
much conſolation from perceiving” that 
their friends and neighbours are not un- 
concerned about what they ſuffer, bur 
that, on the contrary, they take part in 
their griefs. And although, in ſome ca- 
ſes, the heart is ſo much ſwallowed up of 
grief, that it refuſes to be comforted, yet 
this overwhelming ſtate cannot, for many 
reaſons, be of a long continuance. When 
che firſt tranſports of grief, which court 
en 
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ſolitude, are over, che affſicted will not 
then refuſe to hear the voice of conſola- 


tion. On the contrary, they will wiſh to 


ſee the face of a comforter, and to hear 


thoſe gracious truths which are a cordial 
to the grieved mind, They liſten with 
eager attention to thoſe ſweet arguments 


for reſignation and hope, by which the 
| bleſſed dochine df che Gospel kindly 


ſooths our woes, and bids our hearts not 


be troubled. Therefore, O man, neglect 


not to adminiſter, conſolation to thy af- 
flicted neighbour, as ſoon as the firſt ec- 
ſtaſy of his grief is over, and before the 
return of reflection upon the cauſes of his 
ſorrow does begin to prey upon the deli- 


cate parts of his frame. Set before him 


of the character of GoD, and of our rela- 


tion to CHRISHTH IEsus, the Saviour of the 
world, and of the ſweet influences of the 
ſpirit of grace and conſolation, and of our 
hope of a better ſtate of things being ſoon 
diſcloſed, Hereby thou ſhalt become the 


miniſter of comfort and ſupport to thoſe 


who 


| 
Fee 
| 
| 
| 
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who eicher ſuffer in their bodies, or e 
grieved in their minds. By directing the 
thoughts of the afflicted to ſuch: medits: 
tions and hopes as the doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel ſuggeſts, thou wilt open a well-ſpring 
of conſolation, by the ſtreams whereof 
their hearts ſhall be made glad. They 
will, in ſome degree, forget their pain 
from the joy which is thus ſet before 
them, or they will endure it with patience 
from the hope of that crown 8 glory, 
< which fadeth not-away.” 
He who' is thus jo in focrbſi 


human miſery, lives a life of uſefulneſs 
and honour. By his being thus the true 
friend of mankind, he is the favourite of 
Heaven. The angels, thoſe benevolent 
ſpirits who miniſter on earth, and who have 
alſo the privilege of being in the preſence 
of God, carry good tidings of him to the 
regions above. The ſuperior ſpirits be- 
hold his ſympathetic tenderneſs with com- 
placency and love. Whilſt“ they {ball 
1 have judgment without mercy, ho have 

2 2 * 
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ſympathizing heart, will plead for him at 


the throne-of core CRRIST will re- 
ward his humane offices as if they had been 
done to himſelf. The exerciſe of compaſ - 


fon for the afflicted is alſo an excellent 
mean of improving a man's own heart. It 


is not only the performance of a duty, 
which Heaven will greatly reward, but it 
is alſo a mean of increaſing our virtuous 
ſenfibility of ſoul. It tends to purify the 
affections, and to ſoften the heart. The 


virtue of compaſſion, like all the other vir- 
tues, is improved by exerciſe; if, not with 
the indifference of a fick-nurſe, but with 
the feelings of men we truly ſympathize 


with the ſufferings of our brethren. The 


heart melts into tenderneſs when we ſee 


the ſtrong grown weak with ſome violent 
diſorder, and crying out with pain, or 


when we ſee the young and the beautiful 


waſting and pining away with a lingering 


diſeaſe. How does it tend to ſoften the 
heart to behold the I wife ſitting 
by 
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2 ſhoved!) no mercy,” the Sani adde 5 
which proceed from his tenderneſs and 
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by has dying ons ſhe fine 4 
ly loves, and having in her grieved 

the ſad proſpect of a ſtate of wi hood. 
and the ſole care of fatherleſs children 
Ts e aG 3 JET 


during the time in which we IV at ſcenes 


or 4 their e 08, 8 gires * eerie 
to all the beſt and nobleſt feelings of 41 
ſoul. The heart is made better, not only 


of ——_— bur Den. reflect: afterw 


* 


by every review abt our neigh 


tion. Even reflection upon the — 


of thoſe of our fellow - creatures Whom we 
13 have never ſeen, ſuch as thoſe who are in 
a ſtate of painful ſlavery under barbarous 


taſk-maſters; or thoſe who are ſhut up in 


priſons and infirmaries, or thoſe who, 


along with their friends and their children, 


ſuffer ſhipwreck and other great calamities, 

and thoſe many thouſands ho have falſe 

and gloomy notions of the Supreme Being, 

and who, from ignorance of the | 
Y os _ 


) 


4 canning of 'Aa Sha * are led 25 
with horror when they think of eterni- 

: Reflection, I ſay, had; N calami- 
ties of our fellow- men anno | 


and improve the heart. os Re al 
The diſtreſſes of others cara 


to improve our piety, by making us chank- 

ful to Gop, who has hitherto preferved 
us from thoſe afflictions which others ſuf- 
fer. When we ſee the ſtrong man made 
weak and feeble by fickneſs, we are there- 
by taught not to boaſt of our own ſtrength. 
When we behold the young and the health- 
ful going down to the grave, we are fore- 
varned of the uncertainty of this life. 
When: we ſee a cheerful and proſperous 
family robbed at once of their beſt com- 
forts, or reduced to poverty by unfortu- 
nate accidents, we are thereby taught that 
this world is nothing but vanity, and that 
its ſweereſt -enjoyments are of an uncer- 
tin duration. If affſictions are deſigned, 
by a wiſe and gracious Providence, to do 
good to the ſufferers themſelves, we muſt 
necellarily partake of 0 good effecis of 
N 1 their 
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their affliction by ſympathizing Sch : 
While we ſympathize with, and comfort, 
thoſe who are mourning far the dead, we | 
are, at the ſame time, reminded of our oun 
latter end, and of the faſt approaching pe- 
riod, when our friends ſhall 


their diſtreſs, their afflictions may; 


virtue to ourſelves. On all theſe ac 


to go to the houſe of mourning; than to 
“go to the houſe of feaſting: fort this is 


— — ðͤ—x— 10 I OI GO 908 $8 APART rr 
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NH « Jay it to his heart. By the ſacluefy of 
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veep for us, 
becauſe we alſo muſt ſoon die. Thus, 
while we perform the natural and friendly 


office af weeping / with our brechren in 


ſame time, be converted into a ſchool 


C 


a Yoth 


the wiſe king of Iſrael ſaith, & It is better 


** the end of all men, and the living will 


the countenance the heart is. nade 
« rer I” 
- Having mid 40 ack a ming ch 
rity, as it reſpects alms-giving and' che vi vi- 
fiting of the ſick, it will not, I hope, be 
conſidered as an improper digreſſion from 
the ts to obſerve, before we conclude 
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this Book; that chis noble branch of bro- 
therly love has a ſtill more extenſive mean- 
ing, than that wherein we haye yet conſi- 
dered it. Charity fignifies the entertain- 
ing a good opinion of mankind. It im- 
plies a generous unwillingneſs to think 
evil of any one. It ſtands oppoſed to ſu- 
ſpicion and jealouſy and a: proneneſs' to 
cenſure raſhly, and to judge unfavourably 
of the actions and characters of other men. 
The charitable man always puts the beſt 
conſtruction upon his: neighbour's actions 
that they can bear; and he makes the beſt 
apology for cheir miſconduct that it will 
admit of. When he hear men blamed, 
he ſuſpends his judgment till he ſees full 
evidence either of cheir guilt or of their 
exculpation. Charity is alſo oppoſed to 
that partiality by which men are guick- 
ſighted in "perceiving, and ſevere in cen- 
ſuring, the faults of others, whilſt they find 
ready excuſes for their own errors and 
vices, or are altogether blind to them. 
This part of a ſelfiſn and uncharitable 
ſpirit our Saviovx has particularly men- 
N 8 
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* holdeſt' n ta r is in Woe ro- 
© ther's eye, but conſidereſt not the k am 
©. that is in thine' own eye? Or how wilt 
thou ſay to thy brother; Let me pull 
out the mote out of thine eye; and be- 
hold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou 
os hypocrite, firſt caſt out the beam/out of 
*. thine own'eye; and then ſhale thou ſee 
clearly to caſt but the more out uf thy 
*.. brother's: eye *;” 1 r full 
nnd; extenſive. meaning, is the greateſt 
all the virtues. It is epson to » f and 
hope, inaſmuch as the end to be obraine 
is ſuperiar to the means of its attainment. 
One great | deſign - of Chriſtian faith is to 1 
produce a charitable ſpirit, and withont- 
charitable. ſpirit chere can be n well 
founded hope. Faith will be Aale vec 
up in viſion, and hope in fruition; but cha- 
rity abideth for ever. Although there will 
be-:ſtill room for the exerciſe of faith and 
hope in the heavenly ſtare, yet the object 
of Roſes wal 50 ſo en he * viſion and 
t noten en. krviden 
* Mat. Vit. 3—5. 4 
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fruition, that: they may a be 
faid to ceaſe, and, in ſome reſpects, to be 
changed; but charity will remain to be, 
even in Heaven, the ſame ſort of 'rempet 
that it is now. Its only change will con- 
ſiſt in its perfect degree of improvement. 
It will remain to be the ſame temper; but 
its glow will be perfectly ardent and con- 
ſtant. It will be directed to the ſame ob- 
jects in ſo far as it is pure love, but its 
ſweetneſs will be there far more perfect and 
more raviſhing. This is a doctrine which 
St Paul teaches in the following deſcriptive 
encomium which. he has given of charity. 
* „ Though. I ſpeak with the [tongues | of 
men and angels, and have not charity, 
J am become as ſounding braſs, or a 
6 tinkling cymbal. And though 1 have 
the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all 
© myſteries, and all knowledge z ani tho 
* I baye all faith, ſo that I could remove 
mountains, and have no charity, Iam 
nothing. And though I beſtow all my 
1 " yoods to feed the poor, and though L 
„„ « give 
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« give: body to be burned; and hav 
not charity, it profiteth me Ka 
wk.” „ Charity: ſuffereth long, and Is: kind: 

« charity envieth not: charity vaunterh 
not itſelf}, is not puffed up, doth not be- 
have itſelf unſeemly, ſeekerh not her 

« own, | is not ecafily provoked, thinketh 
no evil, rejoiceth not in 1niquity, but 
i rejoicerh in the truth: Beareth all things, 
© .beheverh all things, e all things, 


| « endureth all things. Charity neve 
10 25 « faileth: But whether there be prophe- 
WW | « cies, cliey ſhall fall; whether there be 4 
Mb * tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; whether there 
ii e de knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away. For 
_ Has © we know in part, and we propheey in 
RY part. But when that which is perfect 
ll. jg come, then that which is in part ſhall 
| © be done away. When I was à child,! 
| ſpate as a child, I underſtood ava/child, 
vx bags | thought - as a child: but when l be- 
1 | came a man, I put away childiſh things 
1 For now we ſee through a glafs/durkly; 
| « dt _— face to face: Now I know in 
* = part; 
if 
Y 
= 


ch. IV. BaoruENLIT Love. 191 


« part; but then ſhall I know even as 
„ alſo I am known. And now abideth 
« faith,' hope, charity, theſe three; bur 
the greateſt of theſe is charity *.” 
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| HE exerciſe of l d'is S 
itſelf a ching very pleaſant. No _ ,. 
| part of a cen temper is more i 
own reward. is the ſound 
aud bash, Bate. bf che mind. It be- 
| gets peace and harmony within the whole 
| 4 ; per OO -will to thoſe of 
our .own ſpecies the. whole inward 
man in a ſtate of pleaſing. order and 
| temper | 
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: temper dwells-at 1 DO. * is a Cl 
to that painful tumult of diſorderly paſ- 


of ſelf-enjoyment, as well as his Ne 
to The ſweetneſs of EY benevole ce 
ccauſe of the pleaſures of: poi friend- 


felt more ſtrongly in private frieidiſhig 


— 
—— — 
„ e — 


ſions, which torment the malicious and 
me e e Goodwill ow mankind 


uy it prevents! all thoſe incovveniencie 
and vexations, which often fall as a pu- 
niſhment upon the ſelfiſh and the ill- 
diſpoſed. He who loves mankind, and 
gives evidence of his wiſhing well to every 
one of his fellow- creatures, is dignified 
with the name of a man of. 2 good heart, 


which implies his having a great de 


A a diſpoſition to do good to others. 
ſhip. The pleaſures of brothierly lone ur 


than in any other caſe,” beeanſe he glow 
of benevolence, by centring with pecu- 
liar warmth in one perſon; gives a more 
exquiſite touch to the ſoul, than hat 
which can be produced by its mots! 
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ral operation, or when mankind in gene- 
ral are its object. The benevolence of 
private friendſhip is the W on this 

account alſo that it there meets with a 

more immediate and a more perceptible 

return of affection. There are many con- 

comitant circumſtances beſides, which help 

to increaſe the ſweetneſs of private friend 


ſhip and to render its delights more exqui- 


fite than thoſe of general goodwill to man- 


kind, ſuch as a ſtronger degree of mutual 


ſympathy - with joy and grief, and of 
mutual confidence and ſecrecy, and of 
mutual patronage and aſſiſtance. For theſe 
reaſons, a faithful and virtuous friend 
is the ſweeteſt cordial of life. Still, how- 
ever, the pleaſure of gratfying the natural 
ſentiment of benevolence is the chief in- 
gredient of che ſweetneſs of re friend- 
ſhip itſelf. 

For the au ae the chief cheſs 
of that grief which we feel on account 
of our being ſeparated, either by death 


or by diſtance of place, thoſe whom 


we fincerly love, is the ſtop which is 
thereby put to che operation of the be- 


nevolent 


/ 
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3 principle, by the „ the 
object to which it had been for ſome time 
| directed with peculiar warmth: The cur- 
rent of our love being prevented from 
flowing by the cloſing of this ſweet han- 
nel of it, we feel a void within ae which 
is painful. We feel a want of ſomething, 
which creates uneaſineſs and grief, the: de- 
gree of which is proportionable to the ar- 
dor with which we loved the frie: enn 
relation who is taken away from us. We 
mourn, and are in bitterneſs, till time 8 
has rendered our remembrance of our 
friend a leſs lively ſenſation, and till our 
ſentiment of love has been e eg 
the want of its deareſt object, and till 
the exerciſe of reaſon and religion has 
fortified the mind, and taught it to ſub- 
mit, with greater willingneſs, to the ap- 
pointment of Heaven. This alſo thows 6 
the reaſon, why there is always a certain 
degree of pleaſure mixed with the exerciſe 
of compaſſion for the afflicted... Sympathy 
with the diſtreſſes of others is mingled 
with love to them; and therefore,-though 
5 
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eommbtbratdy ein itſelf a thing painful, 
yet the indulgence of that love wherewith 

it is mixed never fails to give pleaſure, 

which is of a moſt refined ſort. Hence, 
while we weep for the diſtreſſes of others, 
we take pleaſure in the ſhedding of ſuch 
tears. There is a mixture of ſweetneſs 
even in grief, becauſe it is the gratifica- 
tion of a branch of that benevolence which 


is the beſt part of our nature. It flows 


from that ſenſibility of heart, which is the 


ſource of the greateſt virtues and pleaſures, 


and which: diſtinguiſhes the: humane and 


the great ſoul from een COA n | # 


and (the: ſelfiſh man. 

If there is ſomething eas even in 
the ſenſation of compaſſion, becauſe it 
flows from benevolence of ſoul, what a 


ſtill more delightful: thing is it to be 


the means of relieving the unfortu- 


nate. By affording- deliverance to the 
captive, or by providing for the poor 


and the fatherleſs, or by raiſing up thoſe 
who are bowed down, and by comfort- 
ing thoſe who are grieved in their 
minds, we furniſh the beſt materials of 

our 
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our a 0 2 ſuch generate; and 
humane deeds, we enjoy che pleaſures of 
brotherly love in their greateſt degree of 
ſweetneſs. In the caſe of affording relief 
to the diſtreſſed, benevolence of ſoul yields 
pound of the ſenſation of having removed 
grief, and of enjoying, without alloy, che 
full gratification of the ſentiment of fra- 
ternal love. The pleaſure of doing ge 
does not expire with ———— 8 
laſts long after the action which produo 
it is paſt. In every review of it we enjoy 
the pleaſures of it anew. + Hence the be- 
nefaQors of mankind are they who enjoy 
the ſweetneſs which flows from exerciling 
the benevolent affections in its fulleſt per- 
fection. They enjoy the pleaſures of be- 
nevolence in a degree proportionable to 
| the good which they have doneme 
Amidſt that painful ſcene: of toil and 
ſufferinge which our Sa viouk went tho, 
during the courſe of his public miniſtry, 
what exquiſite pleaſure muſt he have felt; 
frogs the ann, of thoſe me ciful ac- 
4 nu Ty" 3 — 2980 
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tions which he did to the "INAEE? to the 
bodies of men. What pleaſure can wok 
the delight of his ſenſations, when he rats 
_ ſed Lazarus from the dead; and 1 
him alive to bis weeping friends; and 5 
when he reſtored to the widow of Nan 
her only ſon, after his friends were carrys 
ing him to the grave; and when he made 
he blind to ſee, and the lame to walk; and 
when he reſtored peace and ſoundneſt of 
mind to thoſe, ho were tormented with 
the power Which the evil ſpirits had got 
over them? Aboye all, muſt he not have 
are the mid 3 _— in re- 


lie ene 3 r 
© neſs,” and upon his having beeome the 


author of eternal life to all pious and obe- 35 


dient ſouls? Hence the prophet foretold 
concerning him *, He ſhall ſee of che 
* travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied. 
A pleaſure ſomewhat ſimilar to his muſt 
have been felt by his apoſtles, and by all 
thoſe who, have Tomy: the e of 


— 


a „ lh Hi 11. 


4 0 * ä = . 4 a 
n N 9 N 22 * iin 0 8 
4 T * 2 ee 
3 AI Tabs 4 Date Oy EY IO 
© 1 LE v 8 a 9 
a * * * RET - - 
A «wv oP OY a NY 
q we LE, 8 
* - * 1 


9 — des a 


| — bl many ne ons ariſ ng rh 


naked and fed the hungry, ur haft rd | 


te mourner, thou doſt no 
a preſent reward of thy merciful ſpirit, | 


ſing approbation of thy own mind, thou 


ſüuch acts of tenderneſs and cortipaſſion 
thou haſt, contributed more to thy. own 


| ana in the purſuit of ſenſual indulgen- | 


2 PLEASURES ON | 


* of it. HFaſt thou clothed the 


every e 6 | 


been a parent to the orphan, or haſt t 
brightened the ſetting ſun of thiagei an 
who was deſtitute, or haſt thou comforted 
t fail to receive 


— 4 


Thy own heart bleſſeth chee. nete 


enjoyeſt a gratification, which is far wre. 
rior to the coarſe pleaſures of ſenſe. 


real felicity, than thou couldſt have 
by waſting ten times more of chy ee 
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Feeble RE tafipid a are 100 thoſe bun | 


| — in which the heart has no ſhare. For 
that reaſon; the coarſe gratifications of 
ſenſe yield 1 true ſatis faction, and they 
are of a momentary 1 It is even 


timent that 


ey acquire their clieSielith. | 


But the pleaſures of the heart, among 


which thoſe of ben 


olence hold a princi- 


pal rank, are rational and ſpiritual and ſa- 
tisfying. They, are alſo permanent joys, 
becauſe they are renewed every ſtime that 


ve reflect 8 7 0 n rr WO pep» 


ced them. th 
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pleaſures ariſing from-it are ſuch as ſweet- 


en the ſocial ſtate, It renders the inter- 


courſe among the human kind 
neighbourhood, and in every village and 


d, in every 


city, a thing moſt agreeable. If * 5 


gree of mens love to their 


ſuch that they viſited one n not 
merely from a ſenſe of propriety or from 


a regard to the obſervance of the rules of 
n and ceremony, but from pure 


O 


. 
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affection, they would Iways recei 
another with unfeigned Magen, and 
their converſation would be ſeaſoned with 
the ſweetneſs. of undiſſembled 'complai-. 
ſance, and of mutual condeſcenfic n an 

forbearance. When families vifit one al- 
other with profeſſions of friendfhip v hich 
are the real dictates of pl oye auc be ood- 


e POR ths 0 ina ai 97705 ne —o | 3p 2 
life; and their ſtate of ſweer ami it 3 "TY 
thing pleaſant: to every beholder“ The 
Pſalmiſt David compares the ple: ures 4 i F 
ſing from true love ſubſiſting among man- 
kind to the fragrancy of the richeſt 6 
dours, and to the refre ing inflaen te of 
ſoft etherial dews. He compares to tl 
fragrancy of that precious ointment - Which | 
bedewed the ſacred: head of won 8 and 
- which deſcended upon his hallowee 

and to the influence of thofe dews of He- 
ven which refreſhed the parched bet and 
the withered flowers of the mountains of _ . 
Hermon and Zion. 5 59 a0 good 


? * 
* 
8 As * 2 
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+4 
6 WP a pleaſant it 1b for: 3 to 
« * dwell together in unity. It is like the, 
precious ointment upon the head, chat 
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron 8 
© beard, that went down to che ſkirts ol 
© his garments. As the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dem that deſcended upon the 
mountains of Zion, for there the Lark, 
* commanded Sa laſing... er life for 
© evertiop@$7) 125 11a. 
The mutual love of, ft tin as Wy * 
; pious King of Iſrael here. obſerves, is a de- 
cent and a comely;.. as well as a pleaſant, 
thing. It gives us the idea of men living 
together in a manner which anſwers one 
great purpoſe of their creation, which z is 
that of being helpful to one another, and 
the means of rendering the enjoyment of 
life reciprocally ſweet. By reciprocal love 
we diſburden one another of our griefs, 
and we enliven our mutual Joys. The 
beauty of reciprocal affection is. ſo enga- fe 
ging a thing, that we take pleaſure ; in 1 vi- 5 
ating. in the family where it reigns ;, : and 
n * 


* Pal. exxxviii. 
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ſtate of all thoſe families/and ſocieties with 
| whom it dwells. It has the power of ex- 


ith in ſound, or like regular proporti 
in a magnifięent building. Its eee ap- 


pear graceful to every beholder; like the 
ſymmetry and correſpondence of parti to 


is the moſt capable ef raifing d. 


love which reign among the celeſtial bre- 


* 
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there is lands Se in 


of that eiety wherein its en ls 3 
is felt. It gives a certain degree of im- 


portance, and an agreeable colour, to the 


iting in us the idea” ene ee | 


each other in any ſenſible or viſible ob- 
ject. It is the emblem of that beautiful 


order which prevails among the works ol 
the creation. Moral be: auty is the moſt 
excellent of any aſſemblage of graces or 


proportion of parts; and of all moral 


beauties, that of undiſſembled friendſhip P 


fubfiſting in families and ſocieties" 


the beholder. Hereby he Rate of mün- 
kind on earth reſembles that of the glori- 


fied ſpirits above. It is the fair emblem 


of that eternal peace and harmony and 
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thren, aud aon che angels obe are . 


the preſence ot 


Mogi 9 e e 
The preſent pleaſures hi. 


the temper of love to mankind, are greatly 


enhanced by the ſenſe of che Divine ap- 
nels ta the pleaſures of it, to reflect that 
this is a temper which Gon loves. He 
has promiſed to reward a bene 


been ſhown, is an important branch of 
brotherly . He has promiſed the bleſ- 


ſings of wealth and of ſafety. The libe- 
6, ral fouk thall be made fat; and he that 


te 


„ ſhall be watered alſo him- 


« ſelf . * They,“ to wit, the liberal, 


* ſhall not be aſh in the evil time: 
* and in the days of famine they ſhall be 
© ſatisfied f.“ „ have been young, and 
„now am old: yet have 1 not ſeen the 


* righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging | 


* bread qr IP? the rights” as the 
e following 


Pre . £76, ag p. xxxvii. 19. 
T P. i. 2 . Gs 


* 1 : 
* - 
* * — 
- 
: 
. N — 
— ngce — _ _ — — < ans einen ee. —— — — — — - — — 
r ũ ͤ; ¶ . ]¶ Q. ] . Letra 


n 


l >} 
= — ſ—— —ñ— 
— oh 2 r th 


volent ſpirit. 
| even with temporal good things. Thus 
to the en eee which, as has 
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following verſes ſhow, the pſalmiſt means : 
thoſe. who are been PIC 
of love. to mankind. Here en An W Fa 
Ain allo. an; adit the pleaſures 
os. a benevolent temper: to to reflect that 
love to mankind is one chief mean of 
giving peace at our latter end., The 
hleſſed effects of the principle of love 
ſdlemn period of death. The remembrance 
of no part of a well: ſpent life tends more 
to make a man die with calmneſs and. with 
hope, chan the conſciouſneſs. of his having 
been the friend of mankind. He who. nas 
often an opportunity of viſiting thoſe who 
lie on their deathbed, may perceive. that 


they always reflect with much ſeriouſneſs | 


upon that part of their paſt life which re- 
gards the treatment which they haye given | 
to. their fellow-men, and that they, are ei- 
ther comforted or made ſorrowful, accor- 
ding as they have treated others well or ill | 
The dying man is always willing to lay 

with triumph, if he can, Thank Gop, 1 
never was either unjuſt or unmerciful. - 
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_ «le walſhuh additionto che pleaſures which 5 
flow from the gratification of a benevolent 
ſpirit, to conſider that Gon has made many 
gracious promiſes to reward, in a future 
Rate, all thoſe who are truly kind and mer- 
ciful to their brethren. To benevolent - 

ſouls are prepared the higheſt ſeats of 
glory in the world to come. On them 
| ſhall be beſtowed the white robes and 
the ſceptres of the juſt. A fincere and 
conſtant exerciſe of love to mankind, e- 
ven in ſpite of temptations and of inju- 
rious treatment, will be rewarded with a 
pre-eminent degree of glory and felicity 
in the everlaſting manſions. If, from a 
principle of true charity and piety, we 
kindly ſeize every opportunity of promo- 
ting the temporal welfare of our brethren, 
and much more if we ſhall ſtrive to ſave 
thaw ſouls, we ſhall receive a great re- 
«* compence at the wan of che 
int :> 2 
The hope of uch great Sete in che ente 
to come cannot fail to increaſe the ſweet- 
neſs of indulging the natural ſentiment of 
0 JJ 
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-  « love to mankind. 
pleaſure flowing from the gratification of 


de benevolent affections of the ſoul, which 


is moſt *exalti 
FOE Os 


1 fo, | a wn ; 2 * 5 Ip. 7 
. * . * 
* « 


= 4 - * 
; "3 L * 
i 4 * 


N 


th. acc * 2 


# a 0 
; 1 
Chi II. BReTRHERIT Love, | 
2 BM - 3 ; 9 1 1 ! 
— * * * 4 * , «>. 7 * 1 n ; 
7 * . ; 


A ITS: 22 3 1 . * 
4 2 N 
x L N 
18 * 1 * ” 8 2 
8 : nr A | 2 
. * 
* 1 EL : 
Ars 1 1 SE”: 


Th Exerelh of a . Gurt þ gener 
the e the Love Yo e 


W E are naturally diſpoſed to love one 
who is of a generous and kind tem- 
per. A man of a good heart is a ſtranger 
to that ſelfiſhneſs and that injuſtice which 
engender hatred and ftrife; and he is'poſ- 
ſeſſed of that diſintereſted kindneſs and of 
that real concern for the welfare of others, 
which never fail to excite our love to him. 
We feel a natural proneneſs to love one who 
is poſſeſſed of that nobility of mind, which 
leads him to take a real intereſt in the hap- 
pineſs of others, and which makes him ſa- 
crifice, on many occaſions, his own private 
profit and eaſe to the good of ſociety. A 
diſpoſition to rejoice with the proſperous, 
and to weep with the unfortunate, and to 
| take an active of ga in 3 che helpleſs 


and 
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4 
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and; in dene the miſerable, I s that which 
| wn! ET is a . 4 nnen 
nicates its own colour to the whole. powers 1 
of the mind; and therefore ãt has à natu- 
5 ral tendency to produee that ſort of beha- 
viour to all men which is pleaſing and a- 
greeable. Every ſtream which flows from 
this r 1s 1 veet and re- 
freſhing. Its 4 and enga- 
ging, and its treatment of. othersii is kind 
and obliging.. In all its features it is ami- 
able. From true benevolence of ſoul there = 
always proceeds a treatment of others, in 
reſpect of both words and actions, which 
inſenſibly engages the heart, and 3 
love to it. Goodneſs, or a diſpoſition. to g 
communicate happineſs, has ſomething 1 in 
ir ſo ſuperlatively excellent, that it ĩs often. 
uſed to expreſs virtue in general. It is the 
moſt amiable of all the virtues; and its 
influence over human happineſs in general 
is by far the greateſt. The exerciſe of this 


temper has a native \ POWAY in it to conci- 
late 


Ch. II. | Broruzncy Lovs. 2it 


late the love of others, W di- 


rect object of every man ' own+ bene vo- 


lent affections. 


infinite goodneſs of Gop the foundatio 
of that nene n which we owe to 


mmh diſcovers 5 ares of te 


mity ſuperior to that which the bulk of 
men are poſſeſſed of. It is the effect of 
ſuch a degree of ſelf - denial, in reſpect of 
the ſelfiſh paſſions, that others are conſci - 
ous of the benevolent man being ſuperior 
to themſelves. We commonly admire in o- 


thers thoſe qualities in which ourſelves are 


deficient. * Although, in ſome caſes; our 


_ neighbour's confeſſed ſuperiority in ac- 
compliſhments is a ground of' filent envy 
and detraction, inſtead of being a motive to 
praiſe his worth; yet in the caſe of a truly 
benevolent temper, few men are diſpoſed 


to withold from it that tribute of praiſe 
which is its. due. If it ever produces envy 


in others, that muſt ariſe from ſome caſual 
circumſtances, for it cannot happen on 
" its 


That is ſo properly the ob- 
; jet of out love as goodneſs is? IS not the 


great, or be capable of 'engaging the 1 
and the reſpect of other men, unleſs a con- 
cern for the good of mankind be a chief in- 

gredient in theprinciple of his actions that 

every one ſtrives to have the appearance 
of a benevolent temper, even when the re · 
ality of it is wanting. As there would 
no counterfeits but for the ſake of ſome- 
thing that is real; ſo the unive 
pretenſions to the noble virtue of love to 
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its on account. Trac bene roler 


heart is always, for its own an theo. 
F a love and rey 
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Heatvlalds f pee 0 character can 4 


truly great. Without it, valor is nothing 
but ferocity, and patriotiſm is mere ſelfiſh- 


nelſs, and alms-giving is either oſtentation 
or prodigality. 80 well is it underſtood, 
d truly 

. 


| that no charaRter can be eſteeme 


fality of 


mankind, ſhows that it is reckotied à ne- 


teſſary ingredient in the accompliſhments | 


of every amiable and reſpectable character. 


But the counterfeit of an affectionate re- 


e to the happineſs of ot e — 


EE 


it reſpects great 3 the 1 mere Fuleil⸗ 
ties of neighbourhood and of ordinary con · 


verſation, is ſoon diſcovered, and is found 


to be a thing very different from the na · 
tive principle of love to our bret 
every thing, the genuine and the ſpurious 


are very different from each other; and that 


difference, though it may not be quite diſ- 
cernible at firſt ſight, is immediately ſeen, 
when it is conſidered in relation to the 
end that is to be accompliſhed. Thus, aſk 
a real favour of a man of pretended good - 


neſs of heart, and, by the lighteſt trial, ye 


_ will diſcover that his kindneſs is mere diſ- 
fimulation and hypocriſy. When you ap- 


| ply to him to do a good office to yourſelf = 


or to your friend, or when you beg of him 
to put himſelf to a little trouble or expence 


to ſerve you in your need, you immedi- 
ately pull off the cloak of brotherly kind - 


neſs which he impudently wore, and he 
appears in his true character of ſelfiſhneſs 


and of guilty unconcern for the welfare of 


his neighbours. But in the caſe of a man 
of real goodneſs bf heart, _ more that 
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ren,” In 


his 


| 
; 


chat demands are > HARE TING bis gene- 
me: che better is» ic Knomn. Ie f 2s in 


has few enemies, and he has many fr nds, 
There is a natural inclination in men, not 

only to ſpeak well of one of this character, 
but alſo to befriend him i in bis need, and 
to raiſe him to a ſtate of eminence and 


id Bs Valeri erifices | his 
intereſt and ce 


rous deeds ſound his praiſe, arid tender bis 
name bleſſed among men. A man, whoſe 
goodneſs of heart is chus proven by trial, 
never in to- receive his mate in the 


think: of 20 — Fee 10 175 


ſpeak of him with applauſe. Such ama 


power. All his acquaintances ſympathiſe 


ver: him from ſtraits. When even the 


great man falls, few pity him, if, in bis _ 
e he ſhowed : an wg 


fl 


"ot, 


mote che welfare of thats, pre his gene- 


with his diſtreſſes, and are forward to de- ‚ 
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nerciful dpi ; 
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nit, or if he did not employ his power in 
doing good to mankind. When the pro- 


whom be fed at his board, have no com- 


paſſion for him, and give him no help. 
But the man of genuine benevolence of 
ſoul, is, in no caſe, altogether deſtitute of 
friends; for the Lorp bleſſeth both him 
and his children. In reviewing the viciſ- 
ſitudes of human life, and in ſeeking to 
know whether the Divine promiſe, that the 
poſterity of the benevolent ſhall be bleſſed, 
and kept from want, be really verified, we 
ought to diſtinguiſn between that love to 
mankind which is a permanent religious 
principle, and that liberality which pro- 
ceeds from mere oſtentation, "my from. our 
guided laviſhneſs. | 
I do not deny that the ee 8 even 
a good-hearted man will be ſometimes 
miſrepreſented. Few men are altogether 
without enemies; becauſe peculiar circum- 
ſtances and fituations do of themſelves 
frequently create enemies to even the beſt 
men. It happens, ſometimes, that the world 
receives a bad impreſſion of even a good 
3 7 Man, 


by found means to miſrepi 


* 
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man; zecauſe: dä ur As ib his a 
have been attended with ſuch peculiar cir- 
cumſtanees; that the malicious have ae | 

retent the. real 

principles and tendency af his conduct. 
And although bad impreſſions of any 
Eind are more eaſily received than they 
are removed, yet, when reul goodneſs is 
ſeated in the heart, and is the principle of | 


_ man's conduct, it will, in time, ef 


its deſerved good reputation The ten 
of his life will at laſt do juſtice to his pre- 
judged character. Its amiable brightnefs 
diſpels the darkneſs of miſrepreſentation, 
as the ſtrong rays of the ſun break thro 
the morning miſts. In no caſe is truth 
more certain of getting the victory over 
falſehood, than in that of a benevolent 
heart ſhowing, in the courſe of its trial, 
chat it is incapable of being intentionally 
unjuſt or undharimblys or hears or in- 
delicate. 537899400 280908 

It alſo foltethbics mi 0 ations 
which proceed from a pure principle of 
love to mankind are miſconſtrued, and 
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paratively rare. Although the de 
the well- wiſhers to mankind may, for 4 
while, be miſtaken, and though their la- 
bours in endeavouring to do good to their 
brethren may meet with a bad recompence, 
yet the eyes of men will at laſt be opened. 
and they will praiſe the ſpirit and good 
tendency of thoſe actions which they for- 


when his character and de 


brethren, 3 en civil or religious 
concerns, are ſometimes if nderſte 


of "i dia off bad treatment In- 


ſtances of this kind are, however, but com- 


merly blamed. Thus the Sow of Gop 


was reproached in the days of his fleſh; 


His character was evil fpoken of, and his 
doctrine was: deſpiſed. But as ſoon as 11 
prejudices of education were removed, 

ctrine were ex- 
amined with candor, the true greatneſs 


and perfection of both were confeſſed and . 
admired. His doctrine is now acknow- 
ledged, by all thoſe who receive it, to be 
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ceive a due reward. He 
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ue belt gitt ch 


eiter 


mankind; and his name is nom rever ed 


kein w 


OE it an bent 


* and ee ſhall b „ 8 
tions ſhall call him! bleſſed . Let none 
1 from exerciſing a benevo - 
lent ſpirit, in promoting dhe welf arb of 


proaches flowing from a mi nd ruction = 
of their aĩms, becauſe / juſtice will -ab h 5 
be done to theix der ee Dae, . 
men will, in time, be opened to ſee their 
worth; and their patriotic Gioia weir 
- generous deeds, will be praiſeil, even after 
the world ſeeth them no more Rut even 
though men ſhould always remain blind |; 
to. their merit, they ie els, re: 


things, and who judgeth righrouly, will 
aer them in a future er ade bit 
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T 10 life ſpent in de goods . 
eſteem of our eelewemend r ali wore 
think well of us and it induces them to 


creat us with marks of honour. A good 
name thus founded on deſerved, praiſe is 
one of our nobleſt e con 
hogs ink Solow mor 55 0 


vorſt of e evils 6 to that Commer 
tion which is-figcere, 
heart tells us 18, juſt, is a pes ery e 
* zoffeffion of the good opinion 
and. applauſe,” of mankind gives ſenſible 
touches of delight to the mind, and i It con- 
fers a certain dignity, upon us in our own 
eye. This is the foundation of that love 
of popularity, which is a ching almoſt u- 
niverſal, and which, in ſome, is ſo ſtrong, 
that they are willing to facrifice every 
ching, even that goodneſs and integrity of 
heart WES ought to be its beſt founda- 
F tion, 
* Proy- xxli. 1. | 
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lightfol thing to edle) the 


paying any other price for it, — 
gratifying that virenous prineiple which 
leads us to wh them well, and to do them 


good as far as we are able. But it Wk 


once a mean and a baſe thing to Purſtie 
popularity as the chief end of our axons. 5 
This is redueing ourſelves to 2 lacoste 1 


im to that honeſty and that in 2 
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grer of ſelf-condemnation.; The conſei- 
ouſneſs of not deſerving it deſtroys the 


berter bw nf:xhe plug. of enjoying i it. He 


, — are ity as 


pdnfull f e en no L Kae to * | 
and with eee terror of detec- 
tion and puniſhment, Can that populari - 


ty, for inſtance, yield any true ſatisfaction 


to à miniſter of religion, which is derived 


from his ſubſtituting hy potheſes of his on, 


or the opinions of other men, in om of the 


_ infallible doftrines of the Spirit of Gun, 
or from his bending theſe holy writings | 


wann purpoſe of favouring a fy» 
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even in the midſt be Tuolightarkich 
ſhineth among us, they ate inhumaüely 
kept in a ſtate of darkneſs; aud muſt there 

by neceſſarily be deprided of ſome of=he 

belt eee that:  conſolation-and'ins_ 


under his anle of gui? n inrellis 
gent Romiſh prieſt: deride much ph 
from the adulations of à bigoted people, 
whom himſelf eee. e can 
miniſter of ſtate der id 
from pogalaiegr beaches 0 dur 
meaſures which he OY 00; in the 
end, prove ruinous to the commeece and 
to the power of the motion hu\Gakly aſes, 
the applauſe of our brethren ſer ves only 60 
ſharpen che arrows of e ws 0 
make them pierce with | a- deeper Wound. 
That praiſe which a man is:conſcious « 
not deſerving, makes him. ſeer ly mo” "1 
demn himſelf,” becauſe; ane 2 mo- 
went 3 when he i is praiſed "view | 
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world. But that ce mmendatio 
is the fruit of our having: deſigned well, 
and of our having d done real good to 


mankind, is a thing of a ſweet- ſmelling 
ſavour. Wen preſent reward of our 
It is bread of the crop 


| love to m An ind F 
which ourſelves had ſown,. and fruit of 


; : "a 
. N 11 1 411 3 
| ks 2 * #4 ; AF n 13 gp Os = 1 . Ko & 2 . 
j * 


ind. Wee in ee with 


| dignity, and with, the: pleaſing ſenſe; of 


batior He enjoys the con- 
ſiouſnels of more and of his receiving 
onour and ae neee he 
11 — knows 
every where well received. He walks a- 
mong men, as in the midſt of companions 
and brethren, whom he loves, and Mm 
he knows, regard him with reciproc⸗ 
fection. Whilſt thoſe, whoſe vices vin 
oe have: incurred the diſpleaſure and 
| 0 'S the 


our own hands had was. 
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have felt, from thaſe/Cweet probſt / of dis 
love and eſteem of his fel -e With 
which his merciful-and genkfouraRions 
were rewarded 3 And which himſelf has 


thus deferibedÞ & When tue eartheard 
MY 


ume, then it bleſſed/ me j and wh 
© eye law me, ãt gave witmeſs/bq mer Be- 


* cauſe” I. delivered the poor aut” de, 5 


md che facherleſs, and nit 
none to heip him. The blelling ef PTY 
chat was ready £o«perifh, enn ren 
mer and 1 cauſed dhe wide heart to 
* ing for joy. I put on righteouſili 
* and it clothed me: my Judgment Was 
* 28 a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to 
* the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 4 
* was a father to the poor and the cauſe | 
« hich | knew not, 1 ſearched out. on 
* I brake the jaws of the wicked 
* plucked the ſpoil out of his teeth. Then 
* 1 faid, 1 ſhall die in my neſt, and 1 hat 
multiply my days as the ſand. My root 
* Was W out * n, _ wa 
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of creation and providence, 
and flill more, in the diſcoveries of His 
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n Exerciſe of Love 10 Mankind is an Imita- 
tion of the Goodneſs of Go, and it gib: 
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eee den 


fible in all Bis works and di 
He is con 


In the work 


revealed word, we ſee that the LonD'is 
n and gracious, and that = His tender 
* mercies are over all His works.” Good- 


neſs, or a eee to commur icate hap 


pineſs and to remove miſery, is that glo- | 


rious property of che Supreme Being, 
Which renders 


5 13216, artery. tO TY e onitealq 10 he 


TEASES © 
Lg 4 * * 


bute of — — Creator. F His 
adde of communicating bom: E "i 


im the — of our gra- 
'$ 1 tirude 


Sad; 10 love. Hip mie of power 


and wiſdom and holineſs and juſtice ren- 


der Him venerable and awful; but His 


goodneſs inſpires our Gene and be- 
gers pleaſing hopes, His other attributes 


awe of His Supreme Majeſty, and through 
the terror of His puniſhing us fot aur im- 
perfections and our guilt; but His good- 
neſs repreſents Him to the mind as a Be- 


ing who is both acceſſible and gracious, | 


and even as a Father, who loves antl pitits 


us, and to Whom we. may approach with 


the confidence of. children, i; Far this 
amiable and encouraging view of, the na- 


ture of Gop we are chiefly indebted tothe 


bleſſed diſpenſation of the Goſpel, where- 
in His goodneſs appears more brightly 
than it does anywhere, elſe; , By che doc- 
trine of our Logp Jesus CHRIST, wel 
that goodneſs, is the ſeat of His eternal 
throne. From that blaze of goodneſs which 
is in Him, who is the Supreme King and 
Father of all, choſe bright rays of 
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Mercy 1 love, which ſhine, upon all His 
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ate and upon al His works, in very 
part of His vaſt dominions.: i 


| mingled. with, all the other ugh of 


His nature, and gives a ſoſter aſpect to 
His irrefiſtible power, and to His imma- 


culate holineſs and perfect juſtice. The 
Loxp rejoicetly in the perfection of ' His, - 


own goodnefa. - He delighteth in ſeting 

His creatures made happy, and it ia His 
defire that all men ſhould be faved. In 
the exercife of His eſſemtial and unbound- 
ed goodneſs He is happy in Himſelf, and 


hereby He makes every creature t6 partake | 


of happinefs, From Him every ereatute 


receives its food and its clothing; and 


throughout His whole vaſt family, both 
that on the earth and that in the Heavens, 
His goodneſs is diffuſed. From the good= 
nefs of Gon proceeded the grand ſtructure 
of the Heavens, and the exiſtence of thoſe 
angels and archangels, whoſe happineſs 


reflects back the glory of the Lonn, and 


is the ground of their own eternal praiſes | 
of that rich ocean of goodneſs, from which 


their ſtare did * From the goodneſs 
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_ univerſe oontains, aroſe, From thence 


| feelings of the heart. 15 


23⁰ | "Tis Paragones on 
* Gee bd e 


ſprung the earth, and r all our 


joy g and all dur hopes. 572 Ae OT 


Though we were to andert the geodnab 
of Gop only:as it reſpects man, and the ſort 
of ſtare which is allotted to him on the 


earth, we ſhall find ſufficient proofs: of m 


boundleſſneſd, and of its claiming 
warmeſt gratitude and -prailes. The s- 
preſſions of His goodheſs to us are ſuch as 
tend to melt the heart intorehderneſs nd 

to raiſe it into che fervour of de tion! 


makes us view Him in a light which glad- 
dens the ſoul. The ſerious view of His 


goodneſs and merey to tlie children of 


men gives powerful touches to all the beſt 
Our whole path is 
ſtrewed with His bleſſings. Along the 
whole road through which our journey 
lies, even from the cradle to the conſum- 


mation of our bliſs in paradiſe, He has 


feartered the vifible and affecting 9 
5 ; 01 


teth us in a place of 


Ch, III. BROTHERLY: Love. 
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of His an n | The 


ſtreams of His bounty and goodneſs: flow 


around us all che way. In our diſtreſs | 


He: pities and'relieves us. He viſits 
with the conſolhtibns of His Sing An 


He heals our diſeaſesdl He regards the 
wailings of the diſconſolate, and Heheareth 
the priſoner that moans: and He binds up I; 
the broken in heart. In danger, He is our 


a payilion over us ziand He hide us fror 


ſeth us up again. He taketh us ont ofthe 
pit into which e e and He ſet- 
Ae He delivereth 5 
us from the 5 was laid for us, 


and He calls back the threatened evil, 


whoſe ſeemingly approaching ſtroke had 
flled us with diſmay. When our friends 


forſake us, the Loxp taketh us up 0 and 


He remarks, with a fatherly concern, thoſe 


tears which flow -anregarded -by the world. 


In the perſon of His own Song He is be- 
come the conſolation and the hope of all 
lncere Chriſtians, becauſe He has ſhown 

8 | them 


8 
. — r 
— — = — * 
_ — — — — — 
— — eaten edge nt earns — — — — — —— — 
ma r ge ett - — 2 — 
= 


* 


1 


thin ew ahh nw ad fora aud be. 
cue Lid t hath aboliſhed! death; and 
n light,” 


anger e "aha ee K. fot. 
Sioech us. rte Eton e ein 
Ren from An e d- Arbe 
eteh of che goodrieſs uf the Divine'Nu 
rare, we may fee; that, by daing gooll and 
communſcating happineid to othert ve 
ima} Gob in char which is His'own 


Far: 4 —— — — If 
it is a part of His eſſential and perfect fe- 
licity ro communicate happineſs to His 
ereatures, ſhall not we alſu find it to be 1 
Pleuſant tking to do good to our brethren? 
Can any thing be more pleaſant and more 
honourable; than to be fellow-worker 
with Gob in promoting happineſs, and 
in leſſening miſery? Is any ching mote 
| reaſonable; than that we ſhould aim 2 
reſemblance to Gon, whoſe children we 
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are, and whom He has cod 10 OY 


rate him? He is our great Pareritsſpirit ; © 
and cherefors.j it is a ing moſt reaſonable 
ag that we bond poſſeſs 


that ſpirze of kindach and deve, which id 


a moſt glorious and eſſential part of the 
nature of Him from whom we ſprung. 
Therefore; as the Divine Parent from 
whom we all deſcended, is good and mer- 
ciful to ub, let us alſo do good, and be 


mereiful, to one another, Hereby ſhall 


we glorify our Father who is in heaven; 


beeauſe the goodneſs of His nature, though 


it be viſible in all His works, is, neverthe- 


|cfs, beſt reflected by the tranſcript of it in 


man, that n, creature: who bearb * 


own image. 
By doing boa 4 in imitation of: the 


poodneſs of GO, our life will be a teſem- 
blance to that of our Divine ieee 


who © went about doing good; and we 


| Hall be employed as the angels are. The 


Lonxp Je8Vs CHRIST was a fellow- worker 
with the Father in doing good to mankind. 
* My Father,” ſaid he, worketh 3 


Wa... 0 


234 Tur PLEASURES oF Bek. 


1 BOY? I work *.” The bleſſed Ixsus co- 
operated with the Father in leſſening the 
miſeries of mankind, and in promoting 
their true conſolation and happineſs. He 
co- operated with the Father in perſuading 
men to do to others, as they would have 
others to do to them, which is a temper 
of / juſtice and of benevolence that is not 
only conducive, but even indiſpenſably | 
neceſſary, to their mutual peace and feli- 
city. He co- operated with Him in the 
glorious work of redemptien. He had the 
ſame deſire with the Father of bringing 
peace to the earth, and of ſaving the ſouls 
of men. His ſentiments, of compaſſion 
and of love to the human race were like 
to thoſe of his Father. Therefore, upon 
occaſion of his obſerving that power was 
committed to him to beſtow eternal; life 
upon whom he will, he ſaith, © I and my 
Father are one f.“ The angels derive heir 
very name from the benevolent nature of 
their office, which is that of carrying God's 
meſſages of peace and of grace to His crea» 
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John v. 17. 1 John x. 30. 
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tures. The W hene were called REPS: be- 
cauſe the word of Gop came unto them, 
which they were. appointed to deliver to 
His people for their good *. Judges are 
called gods, becauſe they are Gop's de- 
puties, appointed to adminiſter Juſtice and 
to give righteous judgment, and to ſecure 
to every man his rights, by a true inter- 
pretation, and b a e ee of 
the laws. . 1 Ly i: 

For the a dad W PRA mh 18 
poſſeſſed of ſuch goodneſs of heart as leads 
him to uſe active endeavours to promote 
the peace and welfare of others, and who 
ſtrives to leſſen human miſery, is an imi- 
tator of GoD. . Nay, he is Gop's deputy 
on earth, becauſe he co-operates with the 
only true Gop in doing good. He glori- 
fies or manifeſts the divine nature to the 
world, becauſe he exhibits in real life that 
| benevolence of heart which i is ms fruit of 
the ſpirit of Gs. * 

In goodneſs, or in the deſire FP commu- 

=—_— happineſs, we are made capable of 


od gut den 


* Rom. xili, 1. + Pfal. Ixxxii. 1,6. 
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bearing à greater degren of roſemblance to 
Go, than in any of His other moral per- 
fections. In power and in wiſdom, our re- 
ſemblance to Him is very limited and im- 
perfect, that even the beſt men have but a 
faint ſimilitude to his immaculate purity. 
Though, in the caſe of goodneſs or kind- 
neſs of heart alſo, the degree of our bene- 


volence is very ſmall, in compariſon of the 


power of chat boundleſs love which is in- 
nate and inherent co Gon, yet every man 
Has it in his power to do much good, and 
che ſpring of that (goodneſs, or its. feat 
| in the heart; may, by exerciſe and the d. 
vine aſſiſtance, be improved ina very great 
degree. Even when we want the abilities | 
and opportunities of doing good, the bene- 
be pure and ftrong. The ſpirit of bene- 
| volence and mercy may be always ardent 
in the heart, and in a degree far beyond 
the limits of its exerciſe in outward acts. 
It is always poſſible to indulge good wiſhes 
for the happineſs of our rncighbours and of 
| . rio man- 


% 
* 
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mankind, though the act of the will may 
be out of our power. And as intention 
conſtitutes the very eſſence of good and 
_ evil, ſo he who is poſſeſſed of the principle 
of love to mankind, will always do good 
when it is in his power; and when he 
wants the power of doing ſo much good 
as he wiſhes, his good wiſhes and inten- 
tions will be the ground of his reward. 
This is what St Paul teaches when he ſays, 
« For if there be firſt a willing mind, it is 
Accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not uae nen. he hath 
66 not *. 9» A r ore ; 
Love to our e or a elite of 
rendering them happy, being thus an 
imitation of the goodneſs of the Divine 
Nature, it is, on that account, one of 
the chief excellencies of man. To this 
noble temper the ſacred writers give the 
honourable title of uprightneſs and of 
perfection. In many places of che ſacred 
writings, he who has a good heart, and 
who wiſhes. well to all his brethren, is 
* | _—_ 


* 2 Cor. viii. 12 
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called A: perfect man, chat is, he i is rela- 
tively perfect, and he is more excellent 
* than his neighbour.“ When our Sa- 
vIOuR ſays, Be ye, therefore, perfect, 
< even as _ Father who is in Heaven 
_ is perfect“, it is evident from the con- 
text, that ed perfect, there ſignifies 
merciful. His meaning is, be ye kind 
and merciful to one another, even as your 
Father who is in Heaven is kind and 
merciful to you. Nothing can more ef- 
fectually ſecure the friendſhip of our 
| Maker than the imitation of His good- 
neſs and mercy. The Lord loveth/all 
the benevolent. His eyes behold them 
with pleaſure, and © they walk in the light 
« of His countenance.” Is it not reaſonable 
to believe that thoſe are moſt beloved by 
the LoR D, who do moſt [reſemble Him 
in the moſt. glorious perfection of His 
own nature? On this account, love to 
mankind muſt neceſſarily be one of the 
beſt preparations for the eternal enjoyment 
of Gopy or for the happineſs of a future 


* Mat, v. 48. 
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ſtate. One eſſential Eur 6f the! felicity 
of Paradiſe conſiſts in the temper of pure 
benevolence and love; __— — un- 
leſs we are poſſeſſed of that temper during 
the courſe of our preſent pilgrimage, we 
cannot be prepared for reliſhing the en- 
joyments of our Father's hou ſe. How 
can we aſpire to the ſeats of perfect peace 
and of pure love, unleſs we feel the ſweet 
influence of this temper already prevail- 
ing in us? Can malice or revenge dwell 
with the God of love, and with the angels 
of grace, and with thoſe ſaints, now 
glorified, whoſe benevolence of heart was 
one of their beſt. pleas for the fulfilment 
of the Divine promiſe of their ſalvation? 
Heaven, as was already obſerved, is the 
region of perfect peace and harmony. 
There love dwells in every breaſt, and 
friendſhip reigns in all its ſweetneſs and 
perfection. Among the aſſembly of per- 
feQ ſpirits no ground of quarrelin g ever 
occurs, and no malicious ſentiment is ever 
felt; and therefore among them the voice 
of diſcord i is never heard. All che pain- 


Q4 ful 


principle which is neceſſary to a bappy 
immortality. As malice and envy are pri- 
mordials of the ſonl's deſtruction, ſo the 
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fal evils which flow from the want of 


brotherly kind neſs are from thence ex · - 
cluded, and all the bleſfings and pleaſures, 
conſequent upon unfeigned kindneſs and 
goodneſs of heart, are there enjoyed in 
full perfection. In thoſe dehghtful abode = 
of peace and harmony, every one's own 
happineſs is made ſo much che ſwerter by 
ſeeing that others alſo enjoy à ſtate of 
perfect felicity. Is nor an improved tem- 
per of benevolence neceſſary to fit us for 
ſuch a place, and for ſack a ſociety} 


They who diſturb the repoſe of mankind 
by injuſtice and oppreſſion, or by malict | 


and calumny and deceit, do liccle conſider 
how inconſiſtent their temper is with the 
hope of ever reaching the celeſtial abodes. 

Hence love to mankind,” together with 
its ſiſter virtues, may be confidered a6 a 


generons ſentiment of benevolence is 4 


principle of a happy and an immortal ex- 
iſtence. For as in all 1 and eren 


71 


in all bee Geige eee — 5 
vegetation, which, while ic remains, is the 
appointed mean of preſerving their exiſt- . 


ence, and when it becomes :extin they 


_ periſh; ſo in che ſoul of man there h 2 
permanent vital principle which is neceſ- 
* to its enjoying chat + Eternal life, 
* which is the gift of God through Jefus 
„ Chriſt, our Lord.“ This principle is a 
virtuous mind in general, the chief ingre- 
dient in which, as the Apoſtle. John ſhows 


by his particularifing it in name of all 
the reft, is love and good - will ta mankind. 

We know, faith he, (that we ha ve paſſed 
© from death unto life, becauſe we love the 
* brethrett:' He that loverh not his brother, 
„ 4dideth in death, Whoſoever hateth his 


« brother; is # murderer; and ye know that 


* no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him *. From this doctrine it is evident 
that the temper of charity and love to 
mankind is the principle of a happy im- 
mortality, and that the malevolent and 
the unmerciful carry * with them the 


prin- 


has. ug. 
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mankind being thus a real/preparat 
the paradiſaical ſtate, becauſe it is che un 


of faith and of love to God, and becauſe it 


gives us a holy — to Him, i it ne- 
ceſſarily gives us alſo a foretaſte of 
Heavenly: happineſs. - ny is true indeed, thay, 
in judging of the nature, and of the de- 
gree, of the heavenly felicity, our eoncep- 
tions of it are at the beſt, but imperſect. 
For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
„ neither have entered into the heart of 
« man, the things which God hath prepa 
red for them that love Him *.“ In. vain 
ſhall we mortals ſeek to know. the whole 


nature and compaſs of the felicity of glo- 
Tified ſpirits. In this ſearch we are allow- 
ed to ſee but very imperfectly; this, how- 
ever, We know, that the change of 5 place | 


does not remove the. prevailing , qualities 


| . 1 Cor. ii. 9. Ie — 
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and temper of the i The dakine 
ind and the deſire of do- 


of love to mankin 
ing good being an eſſential property of a 
virtuous ſoul, it muſt neceſſarily co-exiſt,; 
and be co-eval with it. The prevailing 
temper of the ſoul muſt — remain 
wich it, and is not remov 
of place. As the mind . every Shows 


the ſeat of enjoyment, ſo its prevailing, 


temper muſt, alivafe; abide: with it. The 


ſoul, by its aſcenſion to the heavenly: 
world, is improved in all its faculties and 
good affections, but. ſtill its radical and 


predominant temper remains with it. 


For that reaſon, the exerciſe of a benevo- 


lent heart muſt give us even here a fore- 


taſte of the bliſs of paradiſe. Since ani eſ- | 


ſential part of the happineſs of the New Je- 
ruſalem conſiſts in the exerciſe of that love 
which reigns: among all its glorious inha- 
bitants, that ſame ſentiment exerciſed to- 
ward our brethren here muſt produce in 
us ſome degree of the ſame kind of ſenſa- 
tions, Therefore the preſent pleaſures 


flowing from kindneſs of heart, and from 


doing good, are an anticipation of the joys 


of 


. 


— 
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of che celeſtial brotherhood. The morerha: 
the love of peace and the more that the tem. 
per of friendſhip to mankind prevail in ws; 
the more that we rejoice at the proſperity of 
others, and are glad to fee them made hap- 
Py the better perception have we of the 
care of thoſe who are in heaven. If piety 
zs joined wirh benevolence of heart, or if 
our love to our brethren flows from love 

to Gop, our heavenly Father, then is the 

ftate of our heart ſuch as gives us a ſweet 
prelibation of the joys of perfect; ſpirits, 

Is it not a moſt delightful thing to find the 

reward of benevolence of ſoul even here, 

and to anticipate the future and eternal 

Joys of happy ſpirits? It is farely a ſtrong 


motive to our doing good to our brethren, 
to know that we ſhalt thereby 2 


ſome degree, of that © fulneſs,of en 
“is before the throne of Gon.“ Solomon 
has therefore juſtly obſerved, that the 
« merciful man doeth good to his own 
© ſoul,” or feedeth it; and that chere is no- 
thing better than © for a man to rejoice, 
* and to do good in his life 
. ER. - CHAP. 
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Err evi paſſion is its own puniſh». 
ment. The maleyolent paſſions are, 
however, of all others the moſt deſtruc- 
tive of a man's own peace and felicity. 
There is ſomething in malice, and in all 
its concomitant vices, that is peculiarly 
poiſonous to a man's own- tranquillity, as 
well as productive of much diſquiet and 
hurt to others. God ſeems to have de- 
ſignedly guarded men againſt the indul- 
gence of a malevolent ſpirit, by the ſelf-— 
torment which it always creates. Male- 
volence being a temper directly oppoſite 
do that of love to mankind, it may be con- 
ſidered as the cauſe of the far greater 
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of the Ame and calamities: which + we 
ſuffer in this ſtate of mortality.” From 


hence proceed injuſtice and envy and re- 
venge, with all their train of woes. From 


malice aroſe the temptation to commit the 


Fiſt fin; and to its influence upon mats 
own heart may be aſcribed moſt of thoſe 
miſeries which the poſterity of Adam have 
all along ſuffered. Malice is an excluſion 


of every good principle of the heart. It 


corrupts the whole moral powern of 4 


ſoul, like an eating canker and like a 
ſaming moth. Malevolence is an unn 


tural reſiſtance to that 7 ſtrong { principle of 


benevolence which Gop has implantedd in 
man, and to that ſolemn voice which ſpeaks 
to us from above by the doctrine and laws 
and example of our LoxD Ixus CHRIST. 

How, therefore, can peace of mind dwell 


Ain male volence? As well may a man be 


ſaid to enjoy health amidſt the tortures of 
a violent and painful diſeaſe, as one can be 


ſaid to enjoy peace amidſt that corrupted 
and diſordered ſtate of the mind, which is 


the effect of a malevolent ſpirit. Is it poſ- 


* „ 5 ble 


C 


. 


* 
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its place uſurped. by a di 
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of the heart remains unexerciſed, and has 


principle? Accordingly, malice is 
ways a ſource of a man's:own: wretched- 


neſs. All its: concomitant vices have alſo 


a direct tendency to produce remorſe and 
ſelf· condemnation. Thus injuſtice isalways 
attended with fſelf-reproach. - Can he, in 


whoſe breaſt the leaſt, ſpark of che natural 
feelings of a man yet remains, lock at the 


vexations and miſeries - Which he has 
brought on others by his injuſtice and op- 
preſſion, and not feel ſome inward com- 

punction? Do not deceit, and flattery 


with a view to take advantage of others, 


and all the ſycophanting arts, render a 
man mean and contemptible in his own 
eye? Can ever he appear great or worthy _ 


even in his own eſtimation, whoſe chief 
buſineſs it is to be always watching for an 
opportunity of taking ad vantage of the 
weakneſs and unſkilfulneſs of others; and 
who courts the affection and the regard of 

| | ſu- 


mind can enjoy peatmenid 
quiet, whilſt. one of the nobleſt affections 
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ed in the world to come by the ſtill more 
awful * of che wrath of Gop. Im- 
5 


detected, and of beingrbendeſpiſedby entry 
man of honour and integrity? R 


S hieh ie the ſuminirof malice; and a depri 
vation of every particle of the benevolent 


principle, does not only: produce the moſt 


but it does alſo render him who indulges it 
completely wretched: He who ind ulges ro · 


venge takes/a fire into his own bo om, to 
torment Himſelf. He rakerh up a ſcbrpion 


mich dagen ae, ant 56 f 5 
himſelf a worm which dieth not, till be 


has brought calamity to his neighbour; 
and till he has involved Himſfelf in addi- 
tional miſery. He torments himſelf in 
this life, to gratify a paſkon, „which, wrich- 


out ſincere repentance, will alſo be 


8 by — WITHIY 55 
rit but by ſaying fach chings as he thinks 
will pleaſe, whether they be true or falſez 
and ho makes even a traffic of felling talſe- 
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: lacabilliny. of temper is another concomi- 
tant af malice; which produces a moſt 


hateful and a moſt baneful ſtate of mind. 
An unwillingneſs, to forgive thoſe who 


have given either real or imaginary of- 


fence; is a thing truly deplorable. The 


implagable man is a ſtranger to the noble 


ſentiment of benevolence, or to that good 
neſs of heart which we have been hitherto 


explaining and enfercing. He directly 
violates all the moſt ſolemn laws of Hea- 


ven, and he ſets at defiance the awful 


threatenings of damnation. To an im- 
placable ſpirit the Divine forgiveneſs is 


denied. It is declared by an infallible au- 
thority, that the unforgiving ſhall be ex- 


cluded from heaven: Thus ſaith the Great 
Lawgiver of the Chriſtian church *, “ For 
© if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your 


_ © Heavenly Father will alſo forgive you. 


But if ye forgive not men their treſ- 
„ paſſes, neither will your Father forgive 


your treſpaſſes. ls any thing more ca- 
| Pable than ſuch a threatening as this to 
82 * R 5 4.8 make ; 


Matth. vi. _ 15. 
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make the revengeful and implacable man 
afraid? Can any thing tend to give a 


greater alarm to his conſcience? How 


unlike is ſuch a man to his Gop and * 


Sarin! N 
Gov ar pointed ſacrifices under the Mo- 


ſaic law to be a premonition of His placa- 
bility to ſinners. In the perſon of His 
own Son, our Lorp Jzsvs CurisT, He 
has given a ſtill more clear and ſatisfactory 


declaration of His readineſs to forgive. 


When, O man, chou beholdeſt the placa- 
bility of thy glorious Original, art thou 
not aſhamed and afraid of indulging an 
unforgiving ſpirit? If He who is Omni- 


potent is willing to forgive thy number- 


leſs treſpaſſes if thou ſhalt repent, | ſhalt 


thou, His dependent creature, be unwi 


to forgive thy brother even one offence? | 
Such is the malignant nature of malevo- 


lence, that, even after the ſpirit of impla- 


cability and revenge is abated, its very 
dregs have a poiſonous influence upon the 


7 p 


heart. From its very aſhes there ſprings 
up ſuch a degree of 9 and baſeneſs as 


keeps 


2 4 g' o& th 


— 


keeps à man from making overtures of 
friendſhip to thoſe who had offended, or 
to thoſe whom perhaps himſelf had firſt 
injured, even after his hatred and ill- 
will are extinguiſhed. He ſtill remains in 
bondage to a meanneſs and baſeneſs of ſpi- 
rit, which prevents his frank and open 
reconciliation to thoſe with whom even 
malice. itſelf does no longer prompt him 
to live in a ſtate of enmity. His own rea- 
ſon, which tells him that he ought to re- 
new his wonted habits of friendſhip or : 
good neighbourhood, and lay aſide all for- 
mer expreſſions of malevolence, can only 
bring him the length of gnawing, like the 
dog, the chain that ties him, without pro- 
curing the free and manly exerciſe of a 
benevolent mind. But free and open for- 
giveneſs is the mark of greatneſs of ſpirit; 
whereas implacability, or even the being 
{hy to make offers of reconciliation, is a 
proof of weakneſs and littleneſs of ſoul. 
When a man reflects upon his having loſt 
the pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe with his 
au by the indulgence of a malevo- 
| e . 
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effects of malevolence, or, at 
Want of a proper degree of love to man- | 
kind. Thoſe who are addicted t0:any-of 
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lent ſpirit, and upon the injuſtice and 

eruelties Which it has led him to commit, 
and upon the hazard to which he has ex- 
poſed his on ſoul from his having there: 


by greatiy offended Heaven, he can enjoy 


but little peace of mind. Reflection upon 
that carrupted ſtate of heart in which he 


has indulged himſelf, cannot fail, in bis 


ſerious moments, to __ Shoot en bit 
terueſs and grief? ws 


Envy, jealouſy, als beds, wh _ 
ſpeaking, may alſo be confidered as the 


wo 


al „ Of che 


theſe vices; are at once the vefuſe and ſcnm 


of ſociety, and its greateſt peſts. They 
hurt others either for the mere fake of do- 
ing miſchief, or from the mere love of 


talking. or from the prepoſterous and mean 


deſire of knowing and of meddling wht. 


other mens affairs. But ſuch men uſe 


very dangerous and poifoned darts : and 


as they are generally ſhot at che characters 
of their brethren, they do greater miſchief 
2 5 . 
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chan it is ende to deſcribe. They ab 


a far more dangerous and pernicious ſet 
of men than eicher thieves or robbers. 


Againſt the one we can be upon our guard, 


but againſt the other there is no poſſibility 
of fecuring' vurſelves. The chief or the 


robber takes away only thoſe goods, the 


loſs of which may be repaired; but the 
defamers of our good name take away our 
all. They baſely take away what they 


carinot reſtore,” and by. which we ſuffer 
more than we could have done by the loſs 


of worldly goods, and even ſometimes by 


che loſs of life irſelf. They create a loſs 


which is often long in being repaired, and 


which is always accompanied with a great- 
er or à leſs degree of diſtreſs. For that 


reaſon, tale - bearers and ſtanderers, and all 


che reſt of that hateful tribe, ought, by che 


authority of a ſpecial ſtature; to be brand 
ed with ſome diſoernible mark of infamy, 
whereby they may be known and avoided, 


. as one avoids the poiſon of arſenic or the 
bite of a mad dog. What evil ought to be 


more carefully avoided than the malevo- 
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diſcompoſes a whole company, and keeps 
a whole family in a ſtate of bitterneſs and 
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lence of thoſe who create diviſions in fa- 


milies, and ſow diſcord among brethren, 


and ſet friends at variance? Men of this 


ſociety, but they are diſagreeable to che 
well-bred and the humane, even when they 


are not ſuſpected of being able to do hurt. 


Their proneneſs to cenſure others, and e- 
ſpecially the abſent, renders them offen- 


tive to every man of politeneſs and of ge» 


nerous principles. It is even a thing diſ- 


agreeable to hear a man ſpeaking of his 


enemy who has done him real injuſtice, 


with too much acrimony and bitterneſs. of 


language. Such a ſtrong appearance of 
rancour tends more to exculpate, than'to 
criminate, the injurious party. What a 


ſtill more offenſive thing is it to hear wor- 


thy characters attacked and defamed, and 


for no other apparent reaſon but to grati- 
fy the malice of the evil-ſpeaker ? One 


man of a malevolent temper commonly 


perturbation. For in whoſever heart ma- 
lice 


a 5 Brornzazr Lovs. | 3 255. 


lice i is he feels himſelf tt to vent it 
in ſome ſhape or other; and his bad tem- 
per, like a poiſonous leaven, ſours the fe- 
ſtivity of ſocial intercourſe, and converts 
the joys of domeſtic life i into eee 
and ſorrow. _ 

The whole ame lik of thoſe 
who are under the influence of a malevo- 
lent ſpirit, are no leſs unhappy in them- 
ſelves than they are chargeable with be- 
ing the authors of diſtreſs and misfortunes 
to others, By wilfully reſiſting the power 
of inſtinctive benevolence, and by diſo- 
beying the command of Gop to love and 
to do good to their brethren, and by in- 
dulging that temper of malice which aſſi- 
milates them to the evil ſpirits, they feel 
none of thoſe rational and ſatisfactory 

pleaſures which men, by their original na- 
ture and ſocial ſtate, are deſigned and fit- 
ted to enjoy. Let a ſtranger to our world 
be made acquainted with the principles of 
human nature, together with the hopes 
and the fears of man, and let him be made 
to underſtand che deſign and the ſpirit of 
„%  — Cons -- 
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che Chriſtiau religion; aid knen fer Hm 
| behold ah afltmbly of ſinrerr Uhriſtians 
living together in that ſweet intercburſe of 


good offices; and in that temper of pure 


friendſhip, which the Goſpel inculeates, 
would he not admire the genius àhd ten- 
dency of dur holy religion, and Would he 
not be captivated with the ſight of thoſe 
who are enjoying char mutual peace and 
felicity which flows from their following 
its directions; and from Their feeling its 
power over their hearts? Let him fs eaſt 
his eyes upon 4 group öf thoſe ho are 
under the influence of à Wale volent Miri, 
and who are equally the diſturbers bf the 
Tepoſe of mankind and the deſtroytrs r 
their own peace, and would he hot inquire 
. who theſe men are; and what ſtern of 
religion they have been taught, and for 
what they are deſigned? When he is told, 
khat the hand of nature had formed him 
originally with the ſame principles, and 
with the ſame propenſities tö Brötherly 
kindneſs and charity with theſes hom 
he firſt belield, would ke net be fürpri⸗ 
"of 
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fell at the degree of rorruption and Mis 
ſery into which they have fällen? Wüen 
hie underſtands that they have been taugkt 


| the ſame religious ſyſtem, Would he not 


be amazed at their àudurity in reſiſting 
the cothmands of the Supreme Gon, and 
in their diſregarding the ſacred authority 
and example bf His holy meſſenger, Our 
Loky/ Jesvs Canter? When he is Je 
know that their hopes and their fears with 
regard to a future ſtare are the ſame with 
thoſe of the humane and chatitable, would 
he not expreſs the preateſt wonder ar the 
' inconſiſtency vf their temper and conduct 
with thoſe views of a future Nate which the 
Goſpel Ras revealed to them? What can 
theſe men mean, he would ſay, By di- 
ſturzing the peace of men on earth, and 
yet prepoſterouſly expecting to dwell in 
| thoſe regions, frod\ whetice the Malicibtz 
and che unmerciful and the turbulent are 
declared, by their own religious tents; th 
be excluded ? They ate afraid of the pu- 
niſhment of a future Nate; and yet they 


n indulge that * which is the 
awful 


[ : 4 
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the mind, the work of infinite 


awful ä of it. T ey embirter 
their own life, and they ow (diſtreſs: to 


| ſoon die, and be called to an account for | 


their malevolence of ſpirit. How infa- 
tuated are theſe men! They are bleſſed 
with the means of being happy, and yet 
they chooſe to be miſerable. They are caſt- 
ing away their ſouls for a great deal leſs 
than nothing. What a ſtrange degree of 

madneſs is in their courſe of life, and how 
diſmal are their proſpect sds 

As the man, who has defaced thei image 
* Gop in his ſoul, and is become in- 
ſenſible to the voice of Nature and of 
Divine revelation, and has ſubſtituted a 7 
temper of malevolence in the room of 
that brotherly kindneſs and charity which 
is the characteriſtic of the ſons of Gop, 
renders his own life full of wretchedneſs, 
ſo he alſo diſcovers the greateſt perver- 
fion and depravity of heart. Is it not an 
evidence of the utmoſt depravity to diſ- 
order and pervert that glorious ſyſtem of. b 
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4 and grace, and by which men are formed 

with innate: propenſities to love and to do 
good to one another? Thoſe ſweet and 
tender ſenſations of the heart, which pro- 


ceed from true kindneſs and benevolence 


of temper, are the feaſt of angels. A 


proper degree of ſenſibility of ſoul to the _ 


| pleaſures of relative and ſocial life infuſes 
ſweetneſs, and gives ſuch touches to all 
the moral powers of the mind as reſemble 
the paradiſaical ſtate of bleſſed ſpirits. 
Muſt not he, therefore, have a moſt per- 
verted ſoul, who is not only inſenſible to 
theſe refined pleaſures, but who even 
gives himſelf wholly up to a temper and 
courſe of life, which is altogether de- 
ſtructive of theſe moral and heaven: born 
propenſities and joys? What a depraved 
thing is it to take pleaſure in brawling, 
and to be pleaſed with the hoarſe and diſ- 
cordant voice of anger, and to indulge 
' malice and ſtrife with a greedy appetite, 
as one rolleth a ſweet thing in his mouth! 
It is a mournful evidence of depravity, 
not only to have no reliſh for the ſweet | 
| "= 
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| cod affecting ſenſations Which ariſe from 
the circumſtances of mens various - 
tions to one another, and from ſucial in- 
tercourſe, but even to corrupt the foun- 
tain from which that happineſs flows, 
and to convert all its ſweet ſtreams into 
bitter waters of entnity and diſcord. Here- 
by the voice of the Supreme Gov is alſo 
diſregarded, Mens love to ſtrife and re- 
ſentment makes them regardlefs of the 
threatenings of His law, and inſenſible to 
the ſweet allurements ariſing from the 
gracious promiſes which He has made to 
kind and benevolent ſouls. By the + 
Adulgence of a malevolent ſpirit, men alſo 
ſhow a criminal inſenfibility to the ſpirit 
of CursT's doctrine, which every where 
breathes the ſweet ardor of brotherty ſen- 
timent. His doctrine is calculated to 
ſoften the heart, and to infuſe its dwn 
amiable ſpirit into the breaſt of every ou 


who reads it with faith and attention 
How amiable and affecting is his own 
example of charity and dove! Great is 
the corruption of heart aich is difcovers 


ol in not being en wich his . | 
tionate labours and humble condeſcenſfion 
and ſufferings, to teach us to be kind 
and condeſcending and merciful to ene 
another. - The indulgence of ſtrife and 
malice is an evidence of depravity of 


heart, becauſe it alſo ſhows a criminal in- 
difference to our ſtate hereafter. It is the 
bartering away the happineſs of an eternity 
for the baſe pleaſure of indulging ſuch 
paſſions as efface the image of Gon from 
our ſouls, and as give us a'likeneſs to the 
accyrſed ſpirits both in temper and in mi- 
ſery. If this be not depravity of heart; it 
is dar e to explain what it confiſts in. 
It may be contended, with equal juſtice, 


that the want of the temper of love to our 


| brethren is no leſs a mark of depravity of 
Taſte, than it is à proof of corruption of 
heart. Taſte, when it is confidered as a 
property of the mind, is moſt commonly 
applied to the fine arts, and it fignifies the 
having a diſcernment of beauties or ble» 
 miſhes in poetry, painting, and muſic; to 
which re 8 Jaſtly add ſtyle and con- 


i PO N 


/ * 
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poſition. in, writing, and the being ſenfibly 
touched with: the effects of that diſcern- 
ment. As he who has not, either from 
nature or from education, any juſt know- 
ledge of theſe fine arts, is not a compe- 
tent judge of the beauties or ere 
exhibited in the execution of them; ſo he, 
whoſe own heart is a ſtranger to the tem- 
per of goodneſs and benevolence, cannot 
diſcern the true beauty and excellence of 
that temper in others. He may admire in 
others that degree of ſelf · denial in reſpect 
of the ſelfiſh paſſions, which is neceſſary to 
the uniform exerciſe of liberality and 
mercy, and which he knows that himſelf 
is not poſſeſſed of; but he does not diſcern 
the excellence and the charms of Chriſtian 
benevolence, as it is connected wich che 
pure and exalted ſtate of the ſoul. He ſees 
not this amiable temper in its connection 
with the aſſurance of God's love, and with 
peace of conſcience, and with the hope « of : 
a bleſſed immortality. He diſcerns not. 
its pre-eminence and worth in a light 
which enables him to connect it with its 
2 | preſent > 
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preſet pleaſures, and with its raiſing the 
ſoul in which it dwells to one of the bigh- . 
eſt ſeats of glory and felicity i in the hea- 
vens. And if a man is incapable of diſ- 
cerning the luſtre and excellenee of good- 
neſs in a human ſoul, much leſs is he ca- 
pable of diſcerning the riches and the in- 
finity of the goodneſs of Gop, which is 
diffaſed throughout all His works and all 
his diſpenſations. He cannot diſcern the 
amiableneſs and the tranſcendency of 

_ CurisT's love. He may ſee that CyrisT's 
goodneſs was great, and that he is an ami- 
able character; but he cannot diſcern 'the 
beauty and tranſparency of the ſtreams of 
that love as flowing from a fountain that 
was immaculate, and that was goodneſs 
itſelf. As a ſpiritual eye is neceſſary to 
diſcern ſpiritual objects, ſo a benevolent 
heart is neceſſary to a right diſcernment 

of the worth and excellence of goodneſs in 
others. To this ſort of blindneſs of mind, 
as well as to ſpiritual blindneſs in reſpect 
of the excellence of the goſpel- diſpenſation 
in general, may be applied ſuch paſſages 
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5 ot Seripture 2s theſe, . And thin s the 
© ©. condemnation, that light is come in- 
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sg the world, and men loved darknefs | 


2 rather than light, becauſe their feeds 
were evil v.“ „ But if our gaſpel be 
* hid, it is hid to them that are loſt: In 


* whom the God of this world hath blind: 
* ed the minds of them that believe not, 


| # leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of 
* Chriſt, wha is the image of God, ſhould 
* ſhine unta them f.“ The natural 


man receiveth nat the chings of the 
* ſpirit of God: for they are fooliſhe 
* neſs unto him; neither can he know | 


them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 


* cerned 4. By mens not cultivating 2 
taſte for gaodneſß, they perceive not the 
light of that goodneſs of Heaven, which 
thinxth every where, and en inthe 
Chriſtian world. Ii 

Is not a taſte for 1 * Ait ä 
ing the gaodneſs of Gap in all His works 


of OT and providence, and moſt eſpe- 


cially 


> Jo: . 2 a2 Cor. iv. 3. 
Vor. ij. 14. = DD | 
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cially in His moſt glorious work of e : 
tion by Ixsus Cuxis r, as uſeful and as excel- 
lent an accompliſhment, as that of diſcerning 
the beauties of the works of art? Thoſe 
who are unable to diſcern the pre-eminent 

value of true goodnels, or a defire of com- 


municating happineſs, are alſo incapable 


of, feeling thoſe exquiſite pleaſures which 
flow from contemplating goodneſs in o- 
thers, and eſpecially that goodneſs which 
appears throughout the works of Gon. 
Therefore, if be is eſteemed a man void 
of taſte who is inſenſible to the pleaſures 
of fine muſic or painting or poetry, is not 
that man's taſte ſill more depra ved, whoſe 
ſoul receives no delightful ſenſations from 
contemplating the generous deeds flowing 
from a humane heart, and enen from 
contemplating the rich and unbounded 
goodneſs of his Gop and SAviouR Such 
a man has wilfully contracted the cirele of 
his happineſs, and, by his inſenſibility to 
the beauty and worth of true goodneſs, he 
deprives himſelf of ſome of the moſt ex- 
B we 


\ 
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quiſe pleaſures that the ſo al of man an ) 
feel. Tel egalt var 5 
Of all as ct of: ridopravicy! mit 
ariſe from the want of brotherly love; the; 
greateſt is that of making religion itſelf the 
inſtrument of venting malice and bad tem- 
per. By an equal degree of corruption of 
heart, and of blindneſs to the beſt means 
of true happineſs, men have converted 
their religion into a ground of the moſt 
bitter animoſities, and of committing ſuch 
acts of cruelty as are a diſgrace to human 
nature. What is moſt of all to be lament») 
ed, the Chriſtian religion itſelf, which, 
thoughout all its doctrines and all its pre- 
cepts, breathes the amiable ſpirit of meek- 
neſs and charity, and forbearance and 
love, has been made the inſtrument of 
engaging men in the moſt revengeful and 
implacable conteſts, and of their maſſa- 
* cring one another. Whilſt their religion 
itſelf adjured them to live together in 
peace and friendſhip, their own depravity 
and malice furniſhed them with pretences 
for perſecuting and ſlaying one another, 
in 
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in the name of defending the FER 

and purity of: their faith. They crimi- 
nally and barbarouſly ſhed the blood of 

their Fellow-chriſtians from the vain pre- 
tence of doing ſervice to Gop. Though 
our Sa vroux has expreſsly forbidden his 
followers to take up the temporal ſword 
in his cauſe, they inhumanly, and i in de- 
fiance of the ſpirit and holy commands of 
his religion, imbrued their hands in each 
others blood. This is the more ſhameful 

and the more lamentable, when we con- 
ſider that the very Heathens had the ſta- 
tues of different gods in the ſame city, 
and the | votaries of each offered ſacrifices 
to them on different altars, withour giving 
offence. Though they were cruel in their 
tempers and barbarous in their manners, 
they thought not of perſecuting one ano- 
ther on account of their religious opi- 
nions. But the perſecuting ſpirit of the 
Jews and Chriſtians, who have enjoyed 
revealed religion, ought not to be charged 
upon the religion itſelf, but upon the groſs 
e of the human Heart. What 
| 18 5 the 
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the Chriſtians ſuffered by the hands of 


the Jews and of che Heathens, their more 
natural enemies, was but little, compared 


to what they endured from the 8 
of their own Chriſtian brechren. 


Saviour propheſied of the bad uſe A 
profeſſing Chriſtians would make of his 
religion, and foretold, that even thoſe 


who embraced the Goſ pel would not re- 


ceive its ſpirit in the love and peaceable- 
neſs of it, but that they would make it 
an occaſion of hatred and quarrels. His 


words have come literally to paſs, which 
he ſpake, ſaying, © Think not that l am 
* come to ſend peace on earth: I am not 
7 * come to ſend peace, but a ſword. .For[ 
am come to ſet a man at variance againſt 
te his father, and the daughter againſt her 


mother, and the danghter-in-law a- 


* gainſt her mother-in-law, and a man's 
“ foes ſhall be they of his own houſe- 


© hold. —I am come to ſend fire on the 


* earth; and what will I, if it be already 


* kindled *?” And what was the ground 
* thoſe wars, more _ ag * than 


any 
* Mat. x. 34—36 1 xii. 40. | 
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; * . * 


any that are to be found on the records of 
hiſtory, which the Chriſtians carried on 


againſt one another? How can we ac- 
count for ſuch hatred and quarrels ſub- 


ſiſting among thoſe, whoſe religion power- 
fully inculcates a ſpirit of forbearance 


and peacefulneſs and love? The cauſe of 
their ſtrife and cruelties is a thing pain- 


ful and even ſhameful to be ſpoke of, 
* hey happened to differ in opinion about 


the true meaning of certain paſſages of the 
ſacred writings, whereby they became 


divided into ſects under different denomi- 
nations, and believed that they not only 
had a right, but that it was even their 
duty, to perſecute and deſtroy all thoſe 
who held not the ſame opinions with 


themſelves. Strange blindneſs to che ſpirit - 


and to the precepts of the Goſpel! Mourn- 
ful abuſe of Heaven's moſt gracious di- 
rectory! As if they had wiſhed to bring 
the religion of the Bleſſed Irsus 1 into con- 


tempt, and to furniſh its enemies with 
the ſtrongeſt argument againſt it that 
_ could poſſibly have found, they per- 
| | I. ſecuted- 
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ſecuted one another with fire and 
becauſe in ſome doctrinal articles their 
opinions were different, and becauſe they 
worſhiped Gop accord | 
in ſome circumſtances, were not exactly 
the fame. Could Heaven approve of 


reaſon ſubſcribe to 
juſtice of mens treating one another in 
that manner for ſuch a cauſe as hen, of a 
mere difference in opinion? 


that, even among Proteſtant Chriſtians | 
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% oy 


®.. 


g to forms, which, 


ſuch fanaticiſm and hatred and cruelties? 


Does the Goſpel any where authoriſe this 


ſpirit ? Does even . e. and unbiaſſed 


F £ | PIES 7 
4 . ain Ri 


It was, no doubt, a falſe nhd.c corrupt fy- 
ſtem of Chriſtianity, from which ſuch an 
illiberal and perſecuting ſpirit could ſpring: 
and therefore a reformation from that ſy- 


ſtem to the belief of doctrinal opinions and 


ord, 


e wiſdom or the 


to the obſervance of religious forms, that 


are more conſonant to the real meaning 


and deſign of the Chriſtian doctrine, 


would likewiſe, it might be expected, pro- 


_ more of © the meekneſs and gentle- 


« neſs of Chriſt.” But it is to be feared, 


them 


* 


3 Gated rancour cine enden . 
ol heart. Among even ſome of them, it 


is to be frared, that a ſpirit worketh, which, 
if it was not for the influence of a better 
form of government and of better execu- 
ted laws, and of more ſcience and of a 


more poliſhed ſtate of ſociety; would break 


out into 2 contention, and perhaps 
blõodſhed. Even the Proteſtant ſecta- 
ries do by no means a diſcover that ſpirit 
of mutual forbearance and love toward 


each other, which the religion of CurrsT, 
their common ſtandard of faith and . | 


does moſt ſolemnly recommend. 


"Why eee 
| 3 that they are all agreed, in regard 


to the eſſentials of religion, or thoſe main 


points of faith, upon which their hope of 


ſalvation, through Divine grace, does chiefly 
depend? They all believe in one Gop, and 
in one Saviour, the Lon p Js us CHRIST. 
They all believe that our LoxD Jxsus 
CRRISH was the ſent of Gop, and that, 


therefore, his words are true, and that he 
died for men, that he roſe again, chat he 
1 | = - 
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_ diſpenſes to his faithful diſciples the gifts 


all believe that a pious, righte * 
ber life, is neceſſary to falvation, or to our 


* 


7 Tap „ Puraapnrs or Book Ut, | 
is our Advocate with. the Father, chan he 


and fruits of the Holy Spirit of grace and 
conſolation, and that the Father hath 
committed to him the judgment of the 


world. They all believe in the reſurrec- 


tion of che body, and in the immortalityx 
of the ſoul, and in a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments. They all believe 


that, through CuRISs, the forgiveneſs of 


ſins is promiſed to the penitent; and that 
thoſe who believe, and are baptized in his 
name, have a p to all the nee of 


bers of his true a halle mat: "They 


having an intereſt in the bleſſings and pro- 


miſes of the covenant of grace. What is, 


ther efore, the ground of that hatredand | 
of thoſe quarrels which ſabfiſt among the 


different Proteſtant ſets? Te differ, it 


may be, about the meaning of ſome doe- 
trinal paſlages of the ſacred writings. But 


is this difference in opinion 2 reaſonable 
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ground of 11500 and of diſſolving the 
ſweet ties of Chriſtian friendſhip and good 
brotherhood? A private opinion is that 
which a man cannot, in ſome caſes, help. 
| An error in judgment is not, in any caſe, 
a proper object of puniſhment, unleſs it be 
accompanied with words and with actions 
that are finful and hurtful to the peace 
and welfare of ſociety. For that reaſon, 
perſecution for conſcience ſake is, in all ca- 
ſes, a thing moſt unreaſonable. Do not 
the inſpired apoſtles of our Loxp declare 
this? when they ſay; © Be not lords over 
God's heritage, but enſamples to the 
* flock *.” Let your moderation be 
* known unto all men f. The mind is 
not an object of compulſion, like the body. 
I may perſuade a man by the power of ar- 
gument, but I cannot compel Him by the 
force of my arm, or by the ſword, or by 
tortures to think as I do. Beſides, though 
he may have ſome peculiarities of opinion 
in reſpe& of diſputable doctrines, he may, 
nevertheleſs, be a good man, and a fincere 
| Chri- 


"4 1 Pet. v. 3. + Phil. iv. 5. 


* 4 
1373 
171 


ſhall be then convinced that my own' .opt- 
nion is not ſo free from liableneſs to ob- 
jections as I had at firſt. imagined. If a 


| as : Tur Peagonzs c or Book Hl. 


; Chriſtian.” He differs from me in We 
points of faith, and I boldly t 
is in an error. It may happen that he 
? really is in an error: : but ought 1 not, 

however, to examine his opinion coolly and 
'with due candor? The: real truth of ſa- 


rink that he 


cred ſcripture- is ſo very d ifferent from 
many of the publiſhed ſyſtems! and opi- 


nions of men, that I ought, candidly to 
compare my opinions with what the 


fallible oracles have taught, and one part 
of ſcripture with another, and, perhaps, 1 


man, eſpecially, is conſcious that he is not 


very learned, and that his chief dictionary 


has been that of the ſyſtems of men, and 
not the infallible word of Gop itſelf, he 
ought, in thar caſe; to be very.modeſt and 
cautious in .condemning and maltreating 
pious and good men, who. happen to hold 


ſome opinions that are e . Bis 


Dis putes | 


BY : * 
8 
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- Diſputes, ariſing from differences in opi- 
nion about religious faith, ought always 
to be carried on with good temper, and 
with polite manners. For, in that caſe, 
the attention of the diſputants will be 
wholly confined to the matter which is 
the ground of their difference in opinion; 
and their arguments will tend to enlighten 
one another, and will perhaps, 1 in the end, 
produce an agreement in ſentiment. But 
if either of them ſhall uſe invectives and 
illiberal expreſſions, theſe will have no 
other effect but to produce rancour in the 
other, whereby both will loſe ſight of a 
candid inquiry into truth, and will fall 
into perſonal reſentment and animoſities, 
whereby each will remain convinced, as 
before, that his own opinion is right, and 
the opinion of the other is wrong. But it 
ſhould be always remembered, that invec- 
tives are not arguments, and that he who 
uſes them gives reaſon to ſuſpect that he 
is either defending a bad cauſe, or that he 
wants abilities to defend it. Wrathful 
and illiberal expreſſions are the uſual wea- 
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pons of ignorance, but they are none of 
the attendants of real knowledge and learn- 


ing. Modeſty and liberality of ſentiment 


are always / attendants: on true | ſcience. 
Although one religious ſect may have ſo- 
lid and indiſputable grounds to believe, 


that ſome of the opinions of another ſect 


are erroneous, that is not ſurely a good 
reaſon why theſe laſt ſhould be hated and 


perſecuted. Your: SAVIOUR has forbidden 


you to hate even your enemies; and you 
will find it difficult to reconcile. your ha- 
tred to any religious ſect with chat ſolemn 
prohibition,” An erroneous opinion leads 
to wrong practice and to falſe hopes. There- 
fore, thoſe who are in an error are objecls 


of pity, and not of perſecution, It is you 


duty to endeavour to convince them of 


their error, and to admoniſh them as bre- 
thren, and not to-wiſh to cut them off by 
the ſword of deſtruction, a ſword which 


Soy allows you to uſe in no caſe what- 


ever, but in that of defending your o•m n 


life and property, or the life and property 


= your neighbour, Is there any one w 


Ch. IV. ; BaoTHIRLY in 1 . 


| ſage of a — writer, in the whole Bible, 
which authorizes - perſecution for con- 
ſcience- ſaxe? On the contrary, is not the 
whole doctrine of CHRIST a direct prohi- 
bition of it? It is therefore a moſt lament- 
able inſtance of depravity, to find men 
making uſe of that very religion, which 
ſtrongly inculcates a ſpirit of meekneſs and 
forbearance and love, to juſtify the —=— . 
horrid acts of malice and cruelty. 
is not that barking at one another, = 
we hear among even Proteſtant ſects, a 
ſtrong preſumption of their willingneſs to 
bite and devour, if they were not reſtrain- 
ed by the laws of that government under 
| which they live, and which, in reſpe@ of 
its principles and form, is the moſt excel- 
lent and the moſt renowned of any with 
which Gob has ever bleſſed any nation? 
If peculiarities of doctrinal opinion, in 
matters eſpecially which are not eſſentially 
neceſſary to ſalvation, ought not to be a 
hindrance to the different Proteſtant thts 
living together in peace and friendſt 
u. —_ to do, much leſs — Bo 
mere 
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ere forais: of OP YO bes grobnd of 
their hatred and quarrels. - If, in any caſe, 
men ſhall reſt in the mere forms of wor- 
8 as the Jews and the Heathens did, 
without raiſing their thoughts'to Gop, the 
only direct object of devotion, or if they 
ſhall bow to any thing as an object of wor- 
ſhip in the room of Him, they are even 
- guilty of idolatry. But if the form of 

worſhip has no direct tendency either to 
miſlead the underſtanding or to corrupt 
the heart, or if it is conſiſtent with Scriptu- 
ral devotion, a ſmall. difference among 
Chriſtian brethren in chis caſe is no pro- 
per ground of their mutual alienation of 
heart. Forms are only the medium thro! 
which the eye of the mind looks up to 
Gov, and by which our thoughts are all 
concentered in Him alone. If the form 
according to which men worſhip Gop, is 
in itſelf a thing innocent, and has no ten- 
dency to divert the thoughts of the wor- 
ſhipper from Him who is the ſole object of 
devotion, as is the caſe with moſt of thoſe | 
rd ceremonies which are uſed _ 


ch. V. nd. Brornzarr Lovz. no 


: Proceſinat ſos, what. "HSE can ariſe; from 
the mere form? Therefore, if I was on a 
journey, and on the Sabbath day found 
myſelf nearer to an Epiſcopal church than 
to a Preſbyterian place of worſhip, could I 
have any ſcruple to worſhip Gop, for 
that day, along with the Epiſcopals; 


though they obſerve ſome forms and cere- 
monies which 1 may think unneceſlary ? 


Was I, in the courſe of my journey, to 
fall in, on the next Sabbath, with a place 


of worſhip appropriated to the Seceders of 


this anne could I have the: alk daaht : 


” 


in hp era ads 1 my ene 
Gop and SAVIOUR ; though they have 


ideas concerning the law of patronage, and 


concerning the nature of the burgeſs-oath, 


in which I may poſſibly not agree with 
them? Why ſhould the friendſhip of bre- 
thren and fellow-diſciples be interrupted, 
and why ſhould their ſpirits be embittered 
and their hearts alienated from one ano- 
e on een of f ſuch nul peculiarities, 
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matters of form? Eb OG 

Our SAVIOUR, at the Py rime a 24 
was laying the foundation of the Chriſtian 

religion, at whoſe riſe the obligation of the 
Jewiſh rites and ceremonies. were to be 
cancelled, went to the ſynagogue every 
Sabbath-day, and conformed himſelf to 
the ordinances that were in uſe among the 
Jews, After we have che authority of ſuch 
a great example, is it poſſible that his fol - 
lowers can allow themſelves to think, thar 
ſmall differences in religious opinions and 
in forms ef worſhip will be deemed, in 
the eye of Heaven, a valid excuſe for that 
malice and for thoſe eruelties with which 
the different Chriſtian ſects do treat one 
| | another, and for their abhorrence of mu- 
1 85 tual communion and fellowſhip? One of 
| the great errors which che Jews fell into, 
and which begat in them a criminal ha- 
| rredto men of all other nations, was their 
5 believing, that, as their law had forbid- 
den them to have fellowſhip with idolaters 
in cheir religious worſhip and profane ce- 

„ remonies, 


w. 8 BROTHERLY Love. 


remonies, they ought not even © to keep 


* company with, or to come unto one of 
another nation“, and that none of man- 


kind but themſelves had the hope, or the 
promiſe, of being ſaved. They were there- 


forè equally ſurpriſed and enraged to hear 
a doctrine preached, which taught that 
0 * God: is no reſpecter of perſons,” and that 

* even to the Gentiles alſo He had: grant- 


2 ed repentance unto life,” Let Chriſtians 


reflect, whether it is likely, that, in the 


great day of judgment, an inquiry will be 


made into the ſort of religious ſect whom 


they had joined, and into the forms of 


worſhip which they had obſerved, and that 
more ſtreſs will be laid upon theſe circum- 
| ſtances, than upon the ſort of temper which 


they ſhall have indulged, and upon the 


moral or. immoral courſe of life which 
they ſhall have purſued. Be perſuaded, 
that from among the people of every na- 


tion of the earth, and that from among all 


ſects and denominations of Chriſtian wor- 
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ſhippers, Gop has choſen ſore x to inherit 
eternal life. . 


Different Chriſtian beet ve i | 
| fought and ſlain one another on account 

of opinions and ceremonies, which will be 
no ground either of defence or of crimi- 
nation in the great judgment-day. Mens 
on avarice, or ambition and pride, or 
malice and ſuperſtition, have all along 
furniſhed them with thoſe arguments for 

hating and perſecuting the religious ſects 
with whom they differed in ſpeculative 
opinions, and in matters of form, and for 
which their zeal for pure and undefiled re- 
ligion was merely the pretence. But there 
is not to be found in any one part of the 
holy and peace-making doQrine of the 
Son of Gop the leaſt ſhadow of an argu- 
ment for ſach criminal conduct. The 
crime of hating and perſecuting their bre- 
thren and fellow-diſciples was far greater 
than the guilt of thoſe opinions on account 
of which they unſheathed the fword-of 
perſecution. Let Chriſtians / remember, 
that he who hates and perſecutes his bre- 


thren, 


|  thren, of whatever ſe& or denomination, | 
is always himſelf the worſt heretic, Our 
religion is deſigned to render us more holy 


_ than others, and to give us more of the 
ſpirit of CnRisr. What ground is there 
of boaſting that our religion renders us ſu- 


perior to others, unleſs we are led by the 


ſpirit of 17 Does our religion render us 
more humble than others in proſperity ? 
Do we en greater conſolation from it 
in adverſity? Are we more pious and 
more benevolent and forgiving than the 
| Jews and the Heathens? Are we more tem- 


perate than they? Are we more virtuous | 
citizens, and more amiable members of a 


family ? If we are not, what is our ground 
of boaſting? © Except your righteouſneſs 


* ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
© Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe 


* enter into the kingdom of heaven.“ 
Make haſte, therefore, Chriſtians, to 


ſtudy and to know your own religious ſy- 
aa that irs amiable and peaceable ſpirit 


may © keep your hearts and your minds,” 
and give A colour to your whole life. Poi- 
„ . 
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ſon not your d love and the cement | 


'of your brotherly regards to one another 


at the very fountain, which is that holy 
religion with which gracious Heaven has 
favoured you. Be aſhamed of that ſtrife 


and hatred, which render you very unlike 


to your common Lord and Maſter, and 
which cannot fail to provoke his diſplea- 
ſure againſt you. How long, how long, 
'O Lox, ſhall it be, before profeſſing Chri- 
ſtians in general ſhall come to underſtand, 
and to feel, the true ſpirit of the religion of 


thy holy Son Jzsvs ! How long ſhall they 


continue to think, that they are doing ſer- 
vice to Thee, by indulging a temper which 
Thou doſt moſt of all hate! Be graciouſly 
pleaſed to haſten the time, when that ſweet 
bond of union among brethren, which 
Thy infinite wiſdom has invented, and 
which Thy infinite goodneſs prompted 
Thee to ſend to our world, ſhall be uſed 
for the purpoſe of promoting peace and 
forbearance and love, and ſhall be no more 
ſinfully converted into an engine of ma- 
lice and ſtrife and enmity “ 


Thus 


ch. N. 5 BrorurnLy Love, 285 


Thus I have e to explain the 


ſecond great commandment of the Divine 
law, and to perſuade men to obſerve it. 
To the arguments derived from the philo- 
ſophy of natural ſentiment and of reaſon, 
I have added the {till more cogent argu- 
ments which flow from the Chriſtian doc- 
trine. My ultimate wiſh in this ſmall 
publication, and my fervent prayer to Al- 


mighty Go, is, chat it may have the ef- 


feet of helping to promote a ſpirit of Chri- 

ſtian love and good neighbourhood, and 
of checking a ſpirit of malice and bitter- 
neſs, in reſpect of both civil and religious 


| interferences. If this firſt trial of my ſuc- 


ceſs with the impartial public ſhall have 
the good fortune to meet with even a mo- 
derate degree of approbation, it will ſoon 
be ſucceeded, if Gop will, by a treatiſe 
on the firſt great „„ of the 


Divine law, which! 18, Fiery, or the Love 


of Gov. 
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portant ſubject of Brotherly Love, it 


was ſcarce poſſible that I could overlook 


the Inſtitution of Maſonry, whoſe profeſ- 


ſed deſign is to cultivate and improve this 


_ amiable temper. The very early inſtitu- 
tion of Maſonry, and the permanency of 
that ſcience in its original ſtate, through 


the many revolving ages that are. paſt, is 


a very wonderful circumſtance in the hi- 
ſtory of mankind. Whether we conſider 


the . of the art, which challenges 
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a place with the earlieſs records of ſociety, 


or the liberal and generous principles up- 


on which it is founded, or the- wiſdom 
with which it is contrived” ro promote 


| AN and rs, ,and reciprocal Find, 


>" a 74. ©... 


much reſpect. Eren thoſe bs are unac- 


quainted with the nature and deſign of 
this moſt ancient Inſtitution, might, by a 
ſmall degree of reflection, be convinced 
thar it is founded on principles of ſqund 
reaſon and virtue, becauſe i it has withſtood 
many formidable attacks from enraged 1 ig 


norance and ſuperſtition, and becauſe it 
has, in all ages, received the warm ſupport 
of the great and the wiſe and the good, 


who, if they had perceived a hurtful or 
an immoral tendency in any of its prin- 

eiples, would not only have withheld their 
patronage of it; but would even have 
avowed their condemnation of its ſpirit 


and tendency. Its real enemies have been 


always thoſe only, who know not what 
Maſonry is, and who, through prejudice 


and ſuperſtition, aſcribed to it dangerous 


8 and 


. 8 # * 5 } 
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and hurtful effects, Sith which i it is by no 
means chargeable. | It has been often rail- 
ed at, and it has even been condemned 
and prohibited by public edicts, from that 
ſame kind of inattention to the principles 
af reaſon, which, in a late age of the moſt 
mournful and execrable ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition, led men inhumanly to murder 
their fellow - creatures, on account of the 
ſuppoſed crime of witchcraft, or of collu- 
fion with the devil. The principles of 
Maſonry are ſuch that they cannot, in any 
reſpect, be the immediate and direct cauſe 
of making a man do any one impious or 
immoral action. The beſt things may, no 
doubt, be abuſed, as we ſee has been the 
caſe even with the divine religion of the 
Son of Gop. But as the Goſpel itſelf is 
not chargeable with the vices and errors 
of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, nor 
with the falſe ſyſtems which have been often 
built upon it; ſo, to compare ſmall things 
with great, neither is Maſonry, conſidered . 
as a ſcience, reſponſible for the particular 
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intitled Maſons, -- 
It is a thing Fe gs 1 Naſonry 


ſhould ever have given offence, eicher to: | 
individuals, or to public go ernme * 
cauſe Maſon- meetings are never held wich 


a view to meddle with the political affairs: 


either of the church or of the ſtate, Since: 
the world began, a Maſon-meeting was 


not held with a view. either to diſturb the 
repoſe of ſociety, or to break the peace of 5 
families. At ſuch meetings no revolution 

either in the church or in the ſtate ever 
had its origin. There no rebellion was 
ever framed. No conſpiracy was ever 


formed there. No aſſaſſination ever ſprung 


from the principles of that ſcience, or 


from the forms and ceremonies obſerved. 


in Maſon-lodges. Maſons can eyen boaſt 
of a degree of harmony and of good order 
having prevailed at all their meetings, even 


ſince the firſt year of Maſonry, which no 


other aſſembly of men, held in virtue of 


any inſtitution which regards either ſocial 
converſe and relaxation, or matters of pri- 
| | z vate 


- 


claim to. At Maſon-meetings no diſor- 
happen. No outrage againſt che perſon of 
a brother is ever committed there. Within 
their hall, thoſe indecent and reproachful 


Ch. I. 72 0 0Or Masonxr. * 291 


expreſſions, which are not uncommon in 


other public aſſemblies, -are never heard. 
To every thing which tends to hurt men 
either in their. perſons, or in their proper- 
ty, or in their characters, the ſcience of 
Maſonry is quite adverſe. On what ac- 
count, therefore, are eee un- 
popular conventions ? Why are they bla- 
med, fince no charge of their being hure- 
ful to the peace or to the intereſts of ſo- 
ciety ever has been, or ever can be, brought 
againſt them, with any evidence of truth? 
Are Maſons to be blamed for withholding 
from the knowledge of che world, a ſecret, 
which is neceſſary to the purity and ſtabi- 
lity of their inſtitution, and to their do- 
ing that good by it for which it was ori- 
ginally deſigned? As nobody thinks of 
blaming a * — keeping thoſe 
5 42 affairs 


ing of ch nee al butfub ta che = 
Kate, or of blaming à corporation ß 
tradeſmen for keeping ſuch matters a ſe- 
eret Ae meceffry w promote the pro- 
ſperity of their profeſſional art, why ought 
Maſons to be blamed for keeping from the 
world a ſecret, the preſervation of which ies 
abſolutely neceſſary. to promote the good 
purpoſes of their Inſtitution? In ſupport of 
the dictates of reaſon, it is declared, by the 
authority of the word of Gop, that a power 
of ſecrecy is neceſſary to the exiſtence of 
true friendſhip, and that he who revealerh 
| ſeerets is guilty of a crime; and diflolves 
the ties of brotherly love. But Maſons do 
not withhold this ſecret from thoſe who 
apply to be made acquainted with it, ac- 
cording to the forms which their inſtitu- 
tion has' preſcribed. They do not ſelect 
men of worthleſs characters, to whom 
they communicate the ſecret, as if they 
deſigned, through their means, to plan 
and to carry on ſome evil deſigns againſt 
the peace and the welfare of ſociety. On 


| 


che contrary, n men of bad, or e 
picious, characters, are col ded from 
their brotherhood, as far as their know⸗ 
ledge reaches, or as far as is conſiſtent 
vith that charity which every man ought 
to be poſſeſſed of. But with reſpect to 
all men of known probity and virtue, theß 
are not only permitted, but they are even 
kindly invited, to become acquainted with 
the Maſon-art. Therefore, every man 
who thinks impartially, and who judges 
by the eye of reaſon, and not by the ſug- 
geſtions of ſuperſtition and prejudice, may 
be convinced, that Maſonry is at ae 
harmleſs and an inoffenſive Inſtitution. 
But it is too weak an Apology for this 
ancient and noble Inſtitution, to ſay that it 
can do no harm. I contend, that this Inſtitu- 
tion, ſo long as it ſhall continue to be un- 
der proper management, is calculated to do 
much good. A reverence for the Supreme 
Being is interwoven with the whole of its 
principles. To beget and to improve the 
temper of brotherly love, or of ſincere 
friendſhip and good-will among men, was 
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the primary defiew of the lafticacion.. The 
very deſign of a Maſan-meeting is to ex - 


erciſe, and' to improve, that beneyolence 


and undiſſembled kindneſs of ſoul, which 


is the ſweetener of human exiſtence, and 
which, by its reciprocal influence, is a rich 
cordial to grief, and which creates cheer- 


fulneſs in every family, and in every ſo- : 
ciety of men. It is alſo worth the being 


remarked, that, at Maſon- meetings, greater 


regard is had to the rules of good man- 
ners, than at any other congreſs aſſembled 


for the purpoſe either of buſineſs or of 


good neighbourhood. In no place are men 


better taught, than in a Maſon-lodge, to 


reſpect the rules of that civility and good- 
breeding, which always renders a man a- 


greeable to thoſe with whom he converſes, 
and to avoid that ruſticity and vulgarity 
of manners, which are always moſt of+ 


fenſive. There we find a beautiful corre- 


ſpondence and uniformity, in the moral 


principle of the inſtitution and the out- : 
ward manners of its votaries. The mu; 
tual gentleneſs and the politeneſs of the 


1: 2 | 8 | ex- 
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kindneſs and friendſhip of the heart. 


For near half a century paſt, the ſpi- 


rit for patronifing Maſonry has been 


leſs ardent, than it was in the days of 


our forefathers. It is not a thing im- 


poſſible to inveſtigate the chief cauſes of 


| this abatement of che wonted zeal for 
doing honour to the Inſtitution. In an 


age of commerce, the powers of the 


mind, in the caſe of a great proportion of 
the ſociety, are occupied and abſorbed in 
affairs which relate to the extenſion and 
improvement of trade and manufactures, 


and in their various collateral and conſe- 


quent avocations. Their thoughts and 


_ their time are occupied by a multiplicity 
of neceſſary and important buſineſs, 
whereby they have but few vacant hours. 


Though they be friends to virtue and to 
civilization of manners, yet they have leſs 


leiſure, and conſequently leſs inclination, 


than formerly, to be engaged and occu- 
pied as Maſons are. Beſides, in every 
cg: there 1s a IO; which has always 
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a commanding influence on the minds of 


men. Over religion itſelf, however ſtrange 4 


it may ſeem to a pious and virtuous ſoul, 
faſhion extends its power. Men of ſupe- 
_ Tior rank always lead the faſhion, even in 


trifles. By thoſe of ſuperior rank I here 
mean, not only thoſe who bear titles of 


Honour, but all thoſe who are raiſed, in 


power and wealth, above the middle claſs 
.of the plebeians. Whenever that order of 


the ſociety begin to deſert any public 


meetings, for whatever purpoſe they may 
be held, from that time the convention 
declines both 1 in of name and of 


0 attendance. 3 5 


Moreover, in whatever lads 


there are equaliſing principles, by which 


thoſe who obſerve it are all put upon 
a level, ſuch is the fooliſh pride of heart 
in ſome, that they are averſe from at- 


_ tending thoſe aſſemblies of their fellow- 
men, wherein their inferiors become their 


equals. But thoſe of ſuperior power and 


opulence are much miſtaken, when they 


think that they leſſen their dignity and 
importance, by mingling with their infe- 
3 riors 


cul. OF: Mazonny. | 8 


riors in luck exerciſes. Py” employments | 
as relate either to the embelliſhment of ſo- 
eiety or to the improvement of the mind; 
By exhibiting their ſuperior wiſdom, and 
by giving a public proof of their affabi- 
lity and polite manners, they are indeed 
lefs:: dreaded; but they become more re- 
ſpected! They are there leſs abſtracted 


from the W but LF are: more belo- 
| 4 5 * * e Fat "PO F . 1 
, 3 9 ; 


Particular afliniblies;: Which: are held for 
rpoſeof religious e eee 
ment, may be added that of ignorance of 
| the principles of the inſtitution, by _—_— 
authority ſuch. aſſembles : are held. A 
man's mind cannot be properly e 


by chat which he does not underſtand. 


By not underſtanding any ſyſtem, he does 
nat enter into the ſpirit of it, and he has 
no reliſh for it. He has even an averſion 
to attend aſſemblies, and to be engaged in 
| exerciſes, wherein he perceives that the 


; knowledge of others, even of his inferiors, 
is ſuperior to. his own. But is not this an 
4 Fol 8 | JJ : | . Ar- 
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argument for a man's being at ſome des 
gree of pains to underſtand that which o- 
thers know, eſpecially when the know-. 
ledge of it is a thing of importance? I am | 
not here pleading to make proſelytes to Ma- 
ſonry, but only exhorting the profeſſional 
brethren themſelves to be at pains to know 
their own ſecret Art, and the principles | 
upon which it is founded. : 
Combine the above-mentioned cauſes; : 
and ye will be able to explain the reaſon 
why Maſon-meetings are leſſened, both i in 
reſpect of numbers and of reputation. 


I hope that it will. not be eſteem- 5 


ed an impropriety to obſerve here, that 
rkhe very ſame cauſes will, in part at 
leaſt, account for a much more mournful 
negle of mens aſſembling themſelves to- 
gether, and for purpoſes far more intrin- 
fically and extenſively important than thoſe 
which the inſtitution of Maſonry can pre- 


tend to. Combine thoſe cauſes, and you 5 


will be able, in part at leaſt, to account 
for the abſence of too great a number of 
that order of men from places wherein, if 

4% TY hay. 
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chey are in health, we ought always to 
find them, both for their own ſake, be- 
cauſe they are made religious creatures, and 
alſo for the ſake of doing good to others by 
their example. From thoſe cauſes you willbe 
able to give a reaſon why we ſee ſo few of | 
that order of the ſociety mingled with the 
inferior claſſes of men in thoſe aſſemblies 
which are held, by a Divine authority, 
for the ſolemn and important purpoſe of 

: worſhiping the Supreme Being. In caſt- 
ing your eye over a Communion- table, at 
leaſt in ſome places of public worſhip 
throughout the whole kingdom, what a 
truly mournful and affecting thing is it to 
one who loves his Gop and Saviour, 
and who has a real concern for the ſalva- 
tion of others, to ſee ſo few of the above 
deſcription of men fitring as equals with 
the lower claſs of their brethren and 
fellow - diſciples, in doing honour to the 
memory of the Bleſſed Saviour of the 
world. O Divine Jzsvs, is this che kind 
of acknowledgment which thou receiveſt 
from the inhabitants of this earth, for 
N 2 85 keving 
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having eſtabliſhed, at tlie exjetite” of thy” 
own blood, a religion which poliſhes the 


manners of men, and whi ch ſecures che 


rich in their property, by begetting in 
the hearts of thy Ulciples the love of 
juſtice and mercy; a religion, which is 
the ſtability and the exaltation of empires, 
becauſe it begets in the hearts of men that 
fear of God, and chat love of peace and 
ſobriety and good order, which are the 
beſt executors of the laws; a religion, the 
practice of Which yields {Qf-approbation 


and all the ſweet fruits of a virtuous life, 


and which inſpires the hope of a bleſſed 
immortality? What a degree of reverence 


and love is due to the gracious Founder 
of this beſt inſtitution that the world ever 
ſaw! I have' made this digreſſion, from 
2 ſtrong deſire of ſeizing every proper op- 

portunity of exhorting my fellow- men to 

reverence and to attend public worſhip, 
both for their own ſake, and for the ſake 


of the good of ſociety, whoſe beſt inte- 


reſts depend till more upon the inſtitu- 
tions of ö e than upon any 
civil 


: civil Jaw 3 whatever. | Pub- 5 
n region. is a better executor. of the civil 
laws of every country chan even the ſword 
of- che civil magiſtrate; The civil power 

is never long mann after- W falls 
\into-conternpt. ry 99G 
If thoſe cauſes which I inch une, 
have the power of operating even in the 
caſe of the ordinances. and inſtitutions of 
the: Chriſtian religion, and in matters 
wherein the ſalvation of mens ſouls are 
immediately concerned, it is not by any 
means ſurpriſing that they ſhould take 
effect in the inſtitution of Maſonry, or of 
any other. civil inſtitution, which, com- 
pared with the ſacred inſtitution of the 
Goſpel, is next to nothing. Still, how- 
ever, I, contend. that Maſonry, eſpecially 
with thoſe great improvements which it 
may derive. from the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, . 
may be of ſome real ſervice in promoting 
friend{ip_ among men. It may be pro- 
fitably uſed as an handmaid to religion in 
enforcing a regard to the great Auty of 
love to our neighbour. It is a ſtrong 
2 * | 3 help 
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help to the obſervance of that duty, be- 
cauſe it is accompanied with the peculiar 
advantage of viſible forms and ceremonies, 
which always touch the heart with ſen- 

fibility and with force. Therefore, men 


of rank and property ought to ſhow- a 


_ willingneſs to patronize the Maſon-inſti- 
tution, in proportion to the degree in 


which it may ſubſerve the valuable pur- 


| Poſe of friendſhip and good agreement 
among men. Their preſence muſt neceſ- 
ſarily tend to give force to the operation 
of its native principles. Many wiſe and 


good princes of paſt ages, ſenſible of the 
public benefit which may be derived from 


this inſtitution, did themſelves perſonally 


countenance it, and encouraged their ſub- 
jets to frequent Maſon- meetings, which 


they ſaw were in themſelves innocent, and 
which, under proper management, might 


be made ſubſervient to the peace and 
good order of ſociety, and to the reciprocal 


friendſhip and happineſs of mankind in 
Pur private and e ee 


char 
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| 4 Plan . ending Maſonry fubfervient ts 
2 @ new and valuable Purpoſe, 


_ BEG leave now to ſuggeſt an idea, which 
is, perhaps, wholly my own, but which 
I indulge with a peculiar fondneſs. I have 
for a long while thought, that Maſonry 
might be made ſubſervient to a moſt va- 
luable purpoſe, to which men have not yet 
applied it. It might be made the channel, 
through which the knowledge of the Chri- 
ſtian religion may be communicated to the 
Jews and Mahometans and Pagans, and 
with ſome probability of ſucceſs. The 
method which 1 propoſe of trying to make 
thoſe who know not the Chriſtian religion 
become acquainted with it, and which has 
ſome peculiar advantages, is this. It is 
well known that the principles of Maſonry 
are ip A; ns thar they do nothinder thoſe 
4 of 
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i every 3 perſi uaſion en aſſocia- 


ting together, and treating one another as 


brethren and as friends. Maſonry, with 


a generoſity and liberality of ſpirit pecu- 


liar to itſelf, excludes no man from its ſo- 


ciety, on account of his being of a diffe- 


ent religious perſuaſion. It is, alſo well 
known, that brotherly love is the grand 
fundamental pxINC1PLEof the Inſtitution; 


and that to improve this amiable temper 
in one another, is the Primary deſign for 
which Maſons do hold their meetings. 


Hence a book wrote upon this branch . 


Chriſtianity could be eaſily introduced to 


the acquaintance of the brethren of all 
Maſon-lodges. It is likewiſe known, that 


the art of Maſonry forms a chain of con- 
nection and a very ſtrong. bond of unior 


among at leaſt a certain number of man- 


kind in every nation of the whole world. 


Therefore, if a book wrote upon the ſub- 
ject of Brotherly Love, wherein the prin- 


ciples of Chriſtianity, which have an im- 


mediate relation to that ſubject, are ex- 


xd, was once introduced among the 
brethren 


7 Nb ll. d estas r | d 
-brechren-of nete tudes nition ct : > 


propre —— 
— Ra ſa graciĩouſſy and ſo-wiſehy 


dated to the ſtate: :of human na- | 


: nademalberabhgie infiruate itſelf, pra» 


 ![dnally and inſtnſibly; ãnto the+acquaim- 
ane and eftem of (thaſe,/tinks — . 


| eh If 8 
Laren robe pleaſed with- the fpirit of the 

n ine in ſq far ns it relates to 
che duty of brotherly love, they would be 


nana led to examine che Beriprares'of | 


Lew and tovinquire more 
fully eee its whole Tyſtem 


Here, therefore, a door is dõpened % 
-public-ſpirited: Chriſtian Maſons for the 


exerciſe! of true charity and brotherly love. 


Here an occaſion: preſents itſelf for their 
doing much good, and for their becoming 


eminent benefactors to mankind, if they 
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- ſhall facceed in a generons attempt to pro- 
pagate che Chriſtian religion, in thoſe places 
:where it is not yet made known, through 
the medium of their relation to the Maſon- 
fraternity in every part of the world. If 
- committee of their number ſhall be ap- 
pointed by the different Maſon-lodges in 
our native empire, to form a correſpond- 
-ence with their leſs enlightened brethren, 
and endeavour; to make them acquainted 
with the Chriſtian rules of brotherly love, 
-who knows what good effects, under the 
| patronage: of a.gracious Providence, may 
ariſe from this ſmall: beginning? And if 
the foregoing Eſſay on this ſubject ſhall 
not be deemed an explication of this branch 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, that could anſwer 
the purpoſe of recommending the doctrine 
of the Goſpel, in general, to their acquaint- 
- ance and eſteem, | or. o excite iſ curio-. 


5 dew 8 e a  defire af 8 
more of the ſpirit of theſe Divine writings, 
et another book be wrote on this ſubject 
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by ſome more able hand. I ſhall be moſt 
happy to ſee the attempt made through 
this propoſed channel, in whatever way 
the ſuperior wiſdom of others ſhall think 
proper to conduct the plan of it. I ſhall 
be fully ſatisfied with the honour of ha- 
ving firſt ſuggeſted the idea _ this very 
HOI undertaking. | 
I am very ſenſible, that many will | tanigh 
at this propoſal, and will treat it ſcornfull Y, 
as being à thing extravagant and chime- 
rical. Without ſtating the objections 
which, I know, will be made to this plan, 
I ſhall juſt hint at an anſwer to ſome of 
them. It cannot be denied, that Maſon- 
meetings are held among the Jews and the 
Mahometans, as well as among the Chri- 
ſtians. Among the more poliſhed Hea- 
thens, the art of Maſonry is alſo known 

and practiſed. Nay, if we may believe 
ſome travellers of great credit, Maſonry is 
not unknown to the Savages in the deſarts 

of Africa and America. The ſucceſs of 
this plan does, no doubt, depend upon a 
. | are 


yo Tur anus Dacon Bodk IV. 
are wee to chnetrcbiahin'fomrard- 
Ny 0g ite execution, and inf reaping the ex- 
pected - fruits of it. A ſhauld- not deſpair 

_ of. finding ſome: individuals, and even a 
whole Lodge of Chriſtian Maſons, to engage 
in making the trial, provided they can be 

brought to think chat there in the leaſt 
probability of ſucceſs, . 22] 
Let ät be oonſidered, chat every ie 
whateyer muſt have a beginning and that, 
from a very rr the greateſt 
revolutions of power, and the moſt import- 
ant events chat᷑ ever happened, have ſprung. 
Gon can ſo arrange theſe circumſtances, 
as to facilitate che accompliſnment, and 
forward the prugreis of a deſign, which, if 
it be eonſiſtent with the purpoſes of His 
Providence, vrilbſurmount every difficulty, 
and will be drowned with fueceſs. Who 
knows but that he may have already ſe- 
cretly-prepared-and: ripened the world for 
dom of His So? If the æra be arrived, 
herein he intends to make a greater pro- 
1 898 of the * and of the Heathens to 


partici- 


ch. W — a we 


berdeipet with us in the blelllhgs an 
privileges of the goſpel, He can make hs 
ſmalleſt inſtrument to be of ſufficient 
power to uſher in the happy revolution: 
He can make even | coming obſtacles ro 
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cious Aden. From cauſes Femürgty in- 
adequate to tlie end, He gave a firm root, 
and an extenſive growth, and an immove- 
able permaneney, to the Chriſtian religion. 
From means the moſt unlikely to ſucceed, 
| He made that glorious light to iſſue forth, 
which has overſpread the earth. That - 
fame Holy Spirit, who, at the beginning, 
. propagated the Chriſtian religion, through 
the miniſtry of unlearned Fiſhermen, is 
ſtill able to render means, ſeemingly, weak 
and inefficacious, to be of ſufficient power 
to enlarge the boundaries of the Media- 5 
tor Kingdom. 
Bo this plan ſhall be adopted, and if; it 
ſhall ſucceed through the bleſſing of Him, 
who makes the ſmall grain of muſtard- 
ſeed to wax ſtrong, and become a large 
tree, it will place a new and a fair diamond 
_— 
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in the crown of Maſonry. . It will give an 
additional luſtre to the Inſticution i in the 
eye of all mankind. How great a degree 


of pleaſure would it alſo give to all bene 


volent ſouls, engaged in forwarding ſuch 
a ſcheme, to be the inſtruments of civili- 
zing their fellow- creatures, and of making 
them feel che ſweet influence of true reli- 
gion upon their hearts and their courſe of 
life, and of ſaving their ſouls ! There is a 
ſufficient inducement to make the trial, 
if there be but the ſmalleſt degree of poſ- 
fibility, that, from this ſmall ſpark catch- 


ed from the Chriſtian lamp, a light may 
ariſe to let the Jews ſee the true meaning 


of the writings of their own prophets, and 


to take away, Frere it but in part, that 


cloud of deluſion with which the Maho- 


metan nations are covered, and to ſhow 


the pitiable Heathens the true way of ſal- 


vation. Look at St Paul's zeal for propa- 


eating the Chriſtian religion, and endea- 
vour to catch ſome of its fire. That ob- 


ject which was pleaſing to God in his 
zeal, cannot be diſpleaſing to Him in 


yours. 
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von ESTEEMED AND WELL mLOVED pheTHRIN,/ 
BRo that you will forgive my ufing the 
freedom of addreſſing you as a ſociety, 
and of reminding you of what you owe 
to your illuſtrious inſtitution, and to the 
memory of your Anceſtors, who gloried in 
poſſeſſing that temper and good conduct, 
which were ſuitable to their own obliga- 
tions of duty, and which reflected honour 
upon the Maſon-att. I now ſpeak to ini- 
tiated brethren over the whole earth, with 
a brother's freedom, but at the ſame time 
with a brother's love. I have taken the 
liberty of giving you this charge, not with 
the ſmalleſt view of aſſuming any degree 
of ſuperiority, or a right even to inſtruQ, 
but only to expreſs my extreme venera- 
A” * "JON 
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tion for che Maſou-infjemion, and my 


ardent wiſh that the fraternity may always 


ſo conduct themſelves, as to exhibit before 
dne another, and to ſhow to the whole 
World, that beautiful decency and that re- 
ſpectable propriety of manners, which the 
principles of che ir art do 2 8 en- 
join. 
Maſonxy . of very great an- 
 tiguity>., Natural ſentiment. itſelf inyent- 
ed. the; Inſtitution, Men had only to add 
a few. viſible and correſſ ponding forms and 
- ceremonies to make uꝑ a liberal Art, whoſe 5 
primeval principle is nature's own facred 
law of reciprocal friendſhip, or brotherly 
love. Its venerable antiquity, joined with 
dhe cireumſtance of its having been em- 
braced and patronized by the learned and 
the wiſe and the good men of every age, 
intitles it to a very great degree of reſpect. 
The wiſdom with which its plan is con- 
 trived, to ſubſerve the purpoſe: of  inculcar 
ting. piety and charity and civility of 
manners, and of reducing the rules of 


theſe. to real. proflice. is a thing well 
ly 4 : known 
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known to every brother, and has been ſuf- 
ficiently evinced by the longevity and per- 
manency of the Inſtitution. Its ſtability 
has ſufficiently demonſtrated the purity 
and the virtue of its principles, and their 
perfect 'congruity to ſound reaſon, and to 
the beſt dictates of the human mind. Its 
long and uninterrupted exiſtence in the 
world is a circumſtance which cannot 
eſcape the obſervation of the contempla- 
tive, nor fail to excite ſome degree of won- 
der, in thoſe at leaſt who underſtand nat 
its pure and well-formed ſyſtem. Ma- 
ſonry has ſtood the waſte of time, through 
many revolving ages. Amidſt the ſucceſ- 
ſive revolutions of ſtates and empires, of 
human laws and cuſtoms, Maſonry has 
remained without any change in its prin- 
cCiples, and without even any material al- 


teration of its original form. Placed on 
the immoveable baſis of the beſt natural 
principles of the human heart, its pillars 
have remained unſhaken amidſt the rage 

of every varied ſtorm, and to this hour 
they have ſuffered no decay. The inno- 
- X cence 
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cence and purity of its principles, and 


their direct tendency to prevent malice 
and ſtrife, thoſe greateſt enemies to hu- 
man happineſs, and to promote peace and 
love, and thereby to give the moſt plea- 
ſing exerciſe to all the fineſt feelings of the 


ſoul, have made the knowledge of this ſci- 

ence to be propagated and well received 
all over the world. By theſe it has reſiſt- 
ed the power of regal edicts, and bid defi- 


ance to the envenomed darts of malice 


and ſuperſtition, which, at. different pe- 


riods, have been ſhowered I eng 
quarters. 
The effects which have been dne N 


55 by Maſonry, in preventing bitterneſs and 
ſtrife, thoſe worſt of human evils, and in 


promoting kindneſs of heart and a peace- 


able ſocial intercourſe among men, 


whereby their mutual viſits and conjunct 
labours were reciprocally / ſweetened, are 


great and good. When Noah's poſterity, 
in a rude and an unpoliſhed/age of the 
world, ſet about the building of a tower 
in the plain of Shinar, whoſe ſummit they 


vainly 
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vainls propoſed ſhould reach the heavens, 
they wrought together in peace and friend- 
ſhip, through the ſweet influence of ſcien- 
tific Maſonry. Among an army of artifi- 
cers and workmen of different kinds, to 
| whom the ſacred rules of virtue in general 
were but ill known, ſuch was the power 
of this noble Art, that they lived together 
and carried on their conjunct labours in a 

ſtate of mutual friendſhip and love. 
Whilſt Solomon's temple, that ſtupen- 
dous edifice; which was one of the won- 
ders of the world, was a- building, the ope- 
rative Maſons and the artificers and la- 
bourers of all ſorts, compoſed of different 
nations and languages, and whoſe number 
conſiſted of many thouſands, did all live 
together in a ſtate of ſweet peace and good 
agreement. The Maſons Art was the cement 
of their reciprocal friendſhip. It was the 
bond of their harmonious union and bro- 
therly love. King Solomon, the wiſeſt of 
men, ſaw the good effects which were to 
be derived from the Maſon-inſtitution, 
and he warmly patronized it. Himſelf 
5 CS 
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preſided as Grand Maſter of the” eelebra= 


ted Lodge at Jeruſalem; and from him that 
noble ſcience received ſome improvements 


in reſpect of its form, which, to this day, 
have been ſtrictly obferved. All who have 


conſidered chis ſubject are agreed, that the 


ſcience of Maſonry, which at that time, 


and long after, was held in the utmoſt ve⸗ 


neration at Jeruſalem, even to a degree of 


enthuſiaſm, was the happy bond of that 
unity and brotherly love, which ſubſiſted . 
among the builders of that celebrated houſe 


of the Lord. The ſolemnity of the Ma- 


ſon- meetings, which were held at Jeruſa- 
lem, in King Solomon's time, was ſuch as 


gave the moſt powerful touches to the 


ſouls of all thoſe who were preſent in the 
Maſon-hall. The ſpeeches of the wiſe 
King Solomon addreſſed to the Brethren, 
the grandeur of the muſic flowing from 
the inſtruments which his Father King 


David had invented, the decent behaviour 


and the reciprocal love of the Fraternity, 
and the ſplendid ornaments and illumina- 


tions of the hall itſelf, did all confpire to 


render 
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render their ROWE of Maſonry a grand 
and ſolemn thing. | 
The Maſon's art is a - Conn tie of fr 
ſhip among the ſcientific Brothers, where- 
ever they go. It is a ground of their mu- 
tual acquaintance, and of their aſſociating 
together with the reciprocal ſentiments of 
true friends. In every-corner of the world, ; 
it is to a ſtranger an acceptable letter of 
introduction to a numerous and reſpectable 
circle of acquaintances. It equalizes men 
of all ranks and profeſſions, without ta- 
king away chat right to ſuperior reſpect, 
which ſuperior virtue always juſtly claims. 
It levels all diſtinctions, that are founded 
on mere external circumſtances, and makes 
the exalted noble and the man of Jow de- 
gree, the learned and the unlearned, the 
rich and the poor, to meet together as e- 
' quals and as brothers. From its abſorp- 
tion of all titles and external notes of dif- 
ference in one great and pleaſant name of 
BROTHER, pride is forced to fly from the 
ſociety. Hereby the whole Brotherhood 
are taught the uſeful leſſon of humility 
X 3 | and 
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and condeſcenſion, and are put in mind 


of the latter end of man, when all titles of 
diſtinction are buried with himſelf in the 
grave, and when outward notes of diffe- 
rence are obliterated and regarded no 
more. This equalization of the Brother- 
hood, met together in ſweet congreſs, is 
the pleaſant emblem of that delightful 
ſtate of amity and condeſrenſion, free from 
pride and from every unſocial paſſion that 
produces alienation of heart, in which 
men would always live together 1 in all fa- 


milies and ſocieties, if their mutual love 


was as warm and . as it ought to 
Of that kind temper, and of that con- 


deſcending behaviour which men owe to 


one another, our Saviovx has given us 


many amiable and affecting examples. By 


theſe he graciouſſy deſigned to teach us to 
love one another, and to be affable, and to 


behave with condeſcenſion to others. And 
it is pleaſant to you, Brethren, to obſerve 


how well the chief principle of your libe- 


ral Art correſponds to the great Chriſtian 


duty 
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duty of love to our neighbour, and which | | 


our SAVIOUR has explained and enforced, 
in a degree, in which no one before him 
ever did, or could have done. By proper 
attention to the Chriſtian rules of brother- 
1y love, the ſpirit of Maſonry may be en- 
livened and improved, in a degree far be- 
yond what even Solomon himſelf could 
have any conception of. Far that reaſon, 
the practice of the Maſons Art in a Lodge 
of Chriſtians is fitted to give ſuch fine 
touches to all the moral feelings of the 
ſoul, as are far ſuperior to what can poſſi- 
bly be felt by thoſe Maſons, who are un- 
acquainted with the Goſpel-diſcoveries of 
our being all the adopted children of one 
gracious Father in heaven, who loves us, 
and of our being the diſciples of one com- 
paſſionate and kind Saviour, who died 
for us all, that we might live for ever with 
him in the Celeſtial Paradiſe, and of our 
being fellow-travellers to a future ſtate of 
eternal felicity and glory, where our friend- 
| ſhips will be continued, and made perfect 
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| both it in ſweetneſs and in duration Theſe 

are diſcoveries which cannot fail to enliven 
and improve the ſpirit of Maſonry, and to 
give ſuch fuel to the fire of brotherly love, 
as none but Chriſtians ee _— Tung 

th 6 

lv conducting the. 4 mn of. — 
forms, let the true ſpirit and principle of 
the inſtitution always appear and ſhine 
forth. During the whole time of your 
brotherly meeting, let your converſation 
turn upon ſuch ſubjects as are at once en- 
tertaining to every rational mind, and as 
are uſeful and edifying to all. Judicious 
and virtuous brethren, and eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe minds are enlightened by that va- 
riety of gracious doctrines which the Go- 
ipel contains, can never be at a loſs to lead 
and to vary the converſation ſo, that the 
train of it ſhall be always both pleaſant 
and improving. While it is ſuch as ſuits 
and pleaſes ſocial and virtuous friends, let 

it alſo be always characteriſtical of true 

Maſon-brothers. Let ſuch a converſation 
ag 


Ch. III. or MasoRRT. a 


as ds to fofeen.) and improve the heart 
be always mingled with ſocial eee 
_ innocent gaiety. 
It is well known 0 e malen white 
no art or ſcience can be properly learned 
without practice. Without practice, the 
principles of no ſcience can: be even well 
underſtood :- And unleſs its principles are 
rightly underſtood, they cannot touch the 
heart. Therefore, he can be only a cold- 
Hearted Mafon who does not enter into the 
' ſpirit of his ſcience, and who underftands 
not the principles upon which it is built; 
And theſe principles are of ſuch a kind, 
that they require a certain degree of ſtudy 
to know them. Without the knowledge of 
its principles and the defign of its Inſtitu- 
tion, the true ſpirit of Maſonry is loſt. In 
| that caſe, men are apt to reſt in ſome out- 
_ ward circumſtances of mere form, without 
feeling the defigned moral influence of 
the inſtitution, or they are ready to con- 
ceive an averſion to a ſcience, the power 
of which their hearts do not feel, and the 
on oo Ho» real 
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real meaning of which h they do not even 
comprehend. 


Let brothers and Glands ati that | 


the power of ſecrecy is neceſlary to the ve- 


Ty exiſtence of true friendſhip. Thus ſaid 
the wiſe Solomon, A tale-bearer reveal- 
eth ſecrets : But he that is of a faithful 
3 —— the matter. A froward 
man ſoweth ſtrife, and a r eb er 


0 10 why chief friends.” 


You need not to be informed that it 


ſcience is calculated to inſpire you with 


the awe and love of Gap, the great Maſter- 
builder of the worlds, on all whoſe works 
He has ſtamped the image of his own ab- 
ſolute perfection. In erecting the vaſt ſtu- 


pendous univerſe, He was not obliged to 


proceed by a {low and tedious progreſſion, 


as Maſons do in rearing their artificial fa- 


brics : But, God ſaid, Let there be light: 
and there was light. He ſpake, and it 
e was done; he commanded, and it ſtood 


* faſt,” It is not to be doubted chat Ma- 


ſonry ought to be conſidered more in a re- 
Dy 5 ions 
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| ados view than it e is. Piety : 
and charity being the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Inſtitution, unleſs theſe are 


kept in view both as the cauſe of your re- 
verence and decency, and as the ſource of 
the pleaſure which you feel in the practice 
of your Art, one chief deſign for which 


your brotherly meetings are held, * Be 


totally fruſtrated. 
After what has been already fad; it is 
ſcarce needful to remind you of the many 


ſolemn obligations which your profeſſion 


of Maſonry lays you under to put away 
malice and ſtrife and every evil work, and 
to feel for each other the warm affetion 
of brothers. Fraternal peace and amity.is 
the great ſeal of this ancient and noble 
Inſtitution. Through all its principles, it 
breathes a ſpirit of gentleneſs, forbearance 
and love. All its appointed ceremonies 
. conſpire with its principles to beget, and 


to improve, the temper of kindneſs and 


good will, and more eſpecially while ye ſit 
in congreſs together, and in the immediate 

exerciſe of your profeſſional character. 
. | Ge- 


| 
| 
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Genuine gladneſs of heart may be natu- 


rally expected at a meeting of Brethren, 


profeſſedly aſſembled to give full exerciſe 
to all the benevolent affections of the ſoul, 
and to baniſh every vile paſſion that would 


lead you either to do, or even to wiſh, harm 
to your neighbour, The hall wherein ye 
aſſemble, for purpoſes which are ſo worthy 
of men and Brethren, muſt feem to ſend 
forth a ſweet fragrance, like the ſcent of 
flowers in the ſpring; and the pleaſant 
fight of ſuch a ſincere union of hearts is a 


thing refreſhing to the mind, like the dews 


of ſummer. If the ſpirit of thoſe prin- 
ciples which are the primordials of your 


ſcience, animates your hearts, it will ren- 


der all your meetings not only innocent 
and joyous, but alſo truly uſeful. - It will 
make the native ſentiment of benevolence, 
with which the Supreme CREATOR at firſt 
inſpired the human heart, to glow with an 
additional warmth. It will furniſh new 


fuel to the fire of reciprocal affection, and 


make it burn with ardor. It will raiſe all 
the kind affections of the ſoul into fervour, 


and 
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and make the flame of pure love, wich all 
its concomitant emotions and joys, to glow 
in the heart of every Brother. Hereby | 

you give a real feaſt to the beſt virtuous | 
feelings of the ſoul, And as the pure and 
innocent ceremonies of the Inſtitution are 


alſo calculated to fan the fire of kind af- 


fection, ſo the mutual correſpondence of 
Hearts all laid open to its pleaſing influence, 
will tend to baniſh the very laſt dregs of 
envy and ſtrife and faction from the in- 
augurated manſion of friendſhip, and will 
even help to prevent their return to your 
breaſts, during your ordinary commerce 
with the world. Such a happy ſtate of 
pure love among brethren on earth is the 
joyful emblem of that holy and undiſguiſed 
friendſhip which ſhall ſubſiſt, without in- 
terruption and without end, n the 

celeſtial Brotherhood. 3 
If, brethren, you ſhall carry this tem- 
per and theſe principles along with you 
into your reſpective Lodges, your frame 
of mind there will be habitually ſuch, as 
will render all your meetings ſo decent and 
| __ orderly, 
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and prejudice, wull have 
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| orderly, that they who, from nor knowing 
what the real nature of your ſcience is, 


view it with an eye of groundleſs jeatouſy 
* no evil thing 


* to ſay of you.” If ye always act in the 


true ſpirit of your Art, no inſtance of riot 


or of intemperance will ever be heard, of 


among you. The ſentiment of brotherly 
love, when it is ſincere, 1 is ſtrong and fer- 
vent in the heart; but its outward expreſ- 
ſions are, nevertheleſs, always mild and 
placid. Great attention ought alſo to be 
given to the mode of conducting your 
meetings, and of adminiſtering che official 
ſervices, that every thing may be done ac- 
cording to the rules of ſtrict order and diſ- 
cipline, whereby the behaviour of every 


member of the Lodge may be made to 


correſpond, in a beautiful conſiſtency, to 


the original ee and deſign of the in- 


ſtitution. 


Look carefully into che ſtate of the 
funds eſtabliſhed for the relief of your 


needy brethren. Let the expenditure of 


your treaſury be managed with good - 
conomy 
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conomy, for the fake of putting i it in your 
power to be the more liberal and: the more 
_ extenſively uſeful to them. That provi- 


ſion which is the fruit of your brotherly 


aſſociations, is a very important effect pro- 
ceeding from the radical Inſtitution. In 
your choice of the Maſters and Officers 
and Brethren, have always a due regard 
to viſible remper and character, that the 
noble Inſtitution may not ſuffer by an im- 
proper choice, but that the purpoſes of 
piety and charity may be promoted, and 
that the real pleaſure thereof may be felt 
at every meeting. 

Beſides thoſe arguments for the 8 
of a charitable ſpirit, which are founded 
on the nature of the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 


tion, and ſome. of which have been al- 


ready urged, it may not be improper to 
remind you of that Charge concerning 
the poor, which Gop has given by the 


mouth of His ſervant Moſes. If there 


* be. among you a poor man of one f 
< thy brethren, within any of thy gates, 
ein thy land which the Lord thy God 


5 * giveth 
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Fl thou ſhalt wht tbarden- thy CE A 
biete nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor 
brother: But ſhalt open thy 
- G'unto him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him fafe 
 *+icicatfor his need in hat which he want- 

eth. Beware that there is not a thought 


*in thy wicked heart, ſaying, The ſeventh 
year, the year of releaſe, is at hand: 


an chine eyes be evil againſt thy poor f 
brother, and thou giveſt him nought, 


&* and he cry unto the Lord againſt thee, 


amd it be fin unto thee.” Thea Mak 


« ſurely give him, and thine heart hall 


e not be grieved when thou giveſt unto 
Kihim: Becauſe chat for this thing the 
Lord chy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy 
« works; and in all that thou putteſt thine 
| hand unto. For the poor ſhall never 


© ceaſe out of the land. Therefore I com- 


mand thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt open 
< thine hand wide unto thy brother, to 
* thy poor, and to FOR needy, in "oF ö 


= land *,” 


But let + Maſon-brotber remember, that 
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hey ought to be Brothers, not only in 


their ſcientific Lodges, but aſo in the 


world at large. In every part of your 5 
Journey through this life's crooked and 
mixed way, wherein alternate evils and 
Joys are found; and wherein ye all profeſs, 


to be bending your courſe toward the re- 
gions of perfect harmony, Let brotherly 
love continue!” On no part of the road 


let yourſelves fall into vain diſputes and 


quarrels, which always create much grief 
and trouble, and which can bring you no 
profit. Carry the ſpirit of the Maſon-art 


into your families at home, and into ſo- 
ciety abroad. Let it accompany you in 
public and in private life, in the ſolitary 
walk, and in the crowded aſſembly. Then 
will that brotherly love, and that charity 


and goodneſs of heart, characteriſe you in 


5 every department of life, which are the 
| boaſt and the j Joy of © as Maſon- aſſocia- 


tions. 
Let not your love to one another be 


curomtaſeribed to an anniverſary-day, or 
to the more ordinary meetings which ye 


hold 3 in the character of profeſſional bre- 
1 tren, 


Eo 
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thren, 595 let 1 it give a vidble and amiablo 


colour to your behaviour i in every circle 


of your fellow- men, and in every part of 


your commerce with the world, and in 


every circumſtance of your whole fe. 


Without this, one eſſential part of the de- 
ſign of your Inſtitution will be wholly loſt; 


and without this, ye will negle& one ne- 
ceſſary part of your preparation for being 


admitted into thoſe ' glorious manfions 


: above, where the love of brethren, 1s per- 


fe, and where the Joyful fruits of It are 

paring. 5 f 
Moreover, reflect that the Maſon-inſti- 
tution is defigned to improve in yau that 
temper of benevolence, whoſe object is not 
Maſon- brothers only, but all mankind. I 
ſhall not repeat here, but only remind 
you of, what has been already ſaid in the 
foregoing Treatiſe, concerning the ties 
which the Chriſtian religion has laid you 
under to love all men, and which are far 
more ſacred and binding than thofe that 
can be impoſed by Maſonry. It ſhould 
alſo be conſidered, that, by living habitu- 
ally 1 In the temper of Jy to man- 
kind, 
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| kind, ye * at che ſame time Falk the 
whole law of juſtice, as well as of love to 

your neighbour. Every tranſgreſſion of 
the rules of juſtice implies the want of a 


proper degree of love to mankind. There- 


fore, if ye are led by the true ſpirit of your 
Inſtitution, which is defigned to improve 


in you the ſweet temper of kindneſs and 5 


charity, ye will, in conſequence of this 
profeſſional Art, enjoy a ſtrong additional 
motive to keep the whole law of Gov, and 
_ eſpecially thoſe commands of the Second 
Table of it, which do more immediately re- 
ſpect a right behaviour to our fellow- men, 
and which commandmenrs our SAvIOUR, 
in his ſermons, has beautifully commented 
upon and explained. I ſhall conclude this 
Charge, which I have taken the freedom 
of giving yov, in the words of St Paul, to 
whom, it is likely, the art of Maſonry 
was well known, and whoſe doctrine is 
perfective of its ſpirit. © Finally, Bre- 
s thren, farewel. Be perfect, be of good 
«6 nent, be of one mind, live in 
* peace.” 


A 


THE END. 
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